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P  R  E  F  A  C 


O  Wthefe  Letters  of  Mr.  Van 
Neck  fell  into  my  hands,  it  ii 
ports  the  public  but  little  to  know.  Soml 
of  my  readers  may  perhaps  view  the  follow-^ 
ing  account  of  the  Cessares  in  much  the 
fame  light  with  Sir  T.  More’s  UTOPIA, 

,  rather  as  what  a  good  man  would  with 
a  nation  -to  be,  than  the  true  account  of 
the  ftate  of  one  really  exifting.  I.  (hall 
leave,  for  an  exercife  of  the  Rider’s  in¬ 
genuity,  the  determination  of  this  point, 
after  only  mentioning,  that  if  he  pleafes 
to.  confult  Ovalle’s  Account  of  Chili,  in 
the  third  volume  of  Churchill’s  Collection 
of  Voyages  ;  Feuillet’s  Obfervations  on 
South  America ;  and  Martiniere’s  DiCti, 
onaire  Geographique  ;  he  will  find,  that 
there  is  really  a  people  called  the  Ceflares, 
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in  a  country  near  the  high  mountains, 
Cordilleras  de  los  Andes,  between  Chili 
and  Patagonia  in  South  America,  in  the 
forty-third  or  forty-fourth  degree  of  fouth 
latitude.  They  are  quite  different  from  the 
Indians  of  thofe  parts,  and  feem  to  be 
Europeans,  according  to  the  accounts  which 
hiftorians  of  the  bell:  credit  give  us.  That 
their  country  is  very  pleafant  and  fruits 
ful,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  a  great  river, 
which  runs  very  fwift.  That  the  found 
of  bells  has  been  heard  there,  and  linnen 
been  feen  fpread  out  to  whiten  in  their 
fields,  as  pracftifed  by  the  Dutch  in  Hol¬ 
land.  But  the  account  which  is  given  of 
them  by  thofe  authors,  is  very  imperfecft, 
becaufe  they  will  not  permit  any  Spaniard 
to  come  into  their  territories,  left  they 
fhould  thereby  be  deprived  of  their  li¬ 
berties  :  having  made  a  law,  that  who¬ 
ever  difcovers  the  pafies  which  lead  into 
their  country,  fhall  be  put  to  death  as  a 
traytor,  even  though  he  were  at  the  head 
of  their  republic. 


Some  have  conjectured,  that  they  were 
originally  the  crew  of  three  Spanifh  ftiips, 

which 
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which  were  caff  away  in  the  {freights  of 
Magellan  in  1 540  :  but  others  with  more 
probability  take  them  to  be  Dutch,  who, 
loling  their  fhips  in  the  fame  {freights,  or 
rather  perhaps  on  the  coaft  of  Patagonia, 
travelled  to  thefe  parts  and  fettled  here. 
And  this  laft  opinion  is  confirmed  by  their 
form  of  government,  which  is  a  republic ; 
by  their  fpeaking  a  language  different  from 
the  Spaniards ;  and  by  their  forbidding  any 
Spaniard  to  enter  their  country;  which  they 
would  fcarce  have  done,  had  they  them- 
felves  been  originally  of  the  fame  nation. 

However  this  may  be,  if  the  fcheme 
of  government,  laws,  and  effablifhments, 
defcribed  in  the  following  pages,  are 
founded  in  wifdom  and  juftice,  and  are 
fuch  as  would  promote  the  happinefs  of 
a  Rate  regulated  according  to  them,  I 
humbly  prefume  this  publication  will  not 
be  thought  unfeafonable,  at  a  time,  when 
there  may  be  occafion  to  fettle  colonies 
in  the  extenfive  countries,  which  the  Di¬ 
vine  bleffing  on  our  efforts  in  the  late 

glorious  war,  has  added  to  the  Britifh 
empire. 
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To  Mr.  Vander  Zee,  at  Amsterdam. 

LETTER  I. 

The  reafons  which  induced  the  author  and  his  friends 
to  leave  Holland ,  and  fettle  in  a  dijlant  and  unin¬ 
habited  country .  The  diftrejjes  of  many  poor 
families  in  Europe  at  that  time.  How  the  lands 
were  divided  among  the  Ifraelites  by  Jofhua ;  and 
alfo  among  the  Lacedemonians  by  Lycurgus .  T  he 
authors  fcheme . 


Dear  Sir,  Sept.  28,  1618. 

OUR  Letter  from  Paris,  dated  March 
3,  1606,  I  received  a  few  weeks  before  \ 
left  Holland ;  but  the  preparations  I  was 
then  making  for  a  long  voyage,  prevented  me 
from  returning  you  any  anfwer.  To  atone  for 
my  filence,  I  fhall  now  give  you  a  full  account 
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of  every  particular  you  defire  :  the  motives 
which  induced  me  and  my  friends  to  leave  our 
native  country,  and  to  make  a  fmall  fettlement 
in  a  diftant  and  uninhabited  land  *,  the  form 
of  government  which  we  have  erefted  *  together 
with  a  fhort  defcriptkm  of  the  country,  and  fome 
account  of  our  laws,  cuftoms,  employments,  and 
manner  of  life.  Though  I  am  uncertain  whether 
I  fhali  ever  have  an  opportunity  of  fending  my 
letters  to  you,  not  only  on  account  of  the  wars* 
which  (I  fuppofe)  (till  lubfift  between  Spain  and 
the  Seven  United  Provinces ;  but  alfo  becaufe 
our  laws  forbid  us  to  carry  on  a.ny  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Spaniards  in  Chili,  through 
whofe  territories  alone  we  can  fend  any  packet 
to  Europe.  And  this  prohibition  cannot  but  ap¬ 
pear  wife  and  juft  to  you,  who  know  their  reft- 
lefs  ambition,  avarice,  and  bigotry  [ a ]  :  for  if 

[< a ]  It  is  no  wonder  the  Cedares  fhould  be  afraid  of  hold¬ 
ing  any  correfpondence  with  the  Spaniards  :  for  Gafas  one  of 
their  own  bifhops  adures  us,  that  on  their  iirft  di/covery  of 
America,  their  avarice,  ambition,  and  tyranny  were  fuch,  that 
in  order  to  podefs  themfelves  of  the  wealth  and  country  of  the 
Indians,  they  treated  them,  during  the  term  of  forty  years,  with 
the  greateft  cruelty  and  barbarity,  indited  upon  them  all  kinds 
of  torments,  put  above  twelve  millions  of  them  to  death,  and 
made  their  countries  defolate  and  walle.  Nay,  according  ta 
the  account  of  the  abovementioned  author,  above  fifty  millions 
of  them  died  in  that  fpace  of  time.  This  condudl  of  the 
Spaniards  mud  appear  detedable  and  horrid  beyond  expredion* 
when  we  confider  (as  Cafas  informs  us)  that  the  Indians* 
whom  they  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  had  never  given  them  any 
caufe  to  commit  fuch  violences  upon  them,  but  on  the  com* 

we 
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we  had  any  commerce  with  them,  they  would 
foon  become  acquainted  with  our  fituation  and 
ftrength  ;  and  would  very  probably  march  into 
our  country  with  a  powerful  army,  fubvert  our 
happy  conftitution,  freedom,  and  independence, 
and  eftablifh  the  Popifli  religion  with  all  its 
cruelties  among  us. 

The  fear  of  thefe  direful  calamities  from 
a  threaten’d  invafion  of  the  Spaniards,  under 
Spinola,  in  1606,  was  one  great  motive  for 
our  leaving  Holland,  and  feeking  a  peaceful 
and  quiet  retreat  in  fome  diftant  region  free  from 
the  alarms  and  terrors  of  war,  the  fatal  effeds  of 
which  we  well  knew  and  dreaded  :  for  when  a 
land  becomes  the  feat  of  war,  the  diftreffes  of 
its  inhabitants  are  often  greater  than  words  can 
exprefs;  more  efpecially  as  our  enemies  had  de¬ 
termined  (if  they  fhould  have  proved  fuccefsful) 
to  root  out  the  reform’d  religion ;  whereby  all 
thofe  proteftants,  who  would  not  have  tamely 
fubmitted  to  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power 
ufurped  by  the  Romiili  clergy  over  the  fouls 
and  confciences  of  men,  would  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  the  greareft  tortures  and  bufferings.  Nor 
were  thefe  fears  imaginary,  but  too  well  founded 
on  the  horrid  cruelties  exerciied  on  the  protef- 

trary,  were  naturally  fimple,  artlefs,  tra&able,  and  of  a  f;veet 
difpofition,  humble,  patient  and  fubmiffive,  even  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  who  enflaved  them.  See  Cafas's  relation  of  the  Spanijh 
cruelties  in  the  Weji  Indies t  page  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  iy 
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tants  in  the  Low  Countries,  not  many  years  be¬ 
fore,  by  the  bloody  duke  of  Alva  [£]. 

[£]  The  duke  of  Alva  was  made  governor  of  the  Nether*- 
lands  by  Philip  the  fecond,  King  of  Spain  in  1567.  As  foon 
as  he  came  thither,  he  Imprifon’d  and  tortur’d  the  proteffants 
of  every  age,  fex  and  condition  ;  and  the  gallows,  the  wheels, 
and  even  the  trees  in  the  highways,  were  loaded  with  the  bodies 
or  limbs  of  thofe  whom  he  put  to  death.  He  told  the  magi- 
Itratesof  Antwerp,  that  the  king  had  rather  fee  allhis  territories 
deferted  and  uncultivated,  than  fuffer  one  heretic  to  remain  in 

them. - The  king  having  alfo  confulted  the  Spanifh  inquifi- 

iors  about  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands  ;  they  told  him,  they 
were  of  opinion  that  the  fhorteft  way  would  be,  that  all  the 
Netherlanders,  except  thofe  whofe  names  fhould  be  fent  from 
Spain,  fhould  be  declar’d  Heretics,  and  guilty  of  high-treafon : 
and  particularly  thofe  of  the  nobility,  who  had  prefented  a 
petition  againft  erefling  an  inquifition  there.  Philip  approv’d 
their  advice,  and  commanded  the  duke  of  Alva  to  execute  it» 
Upon  which  he  proceeded  againft  the  whole  nation,  letting 
loofe  his  murdering  emiffaries,  to  fatiate  their  avarice  and  cru¬ 
elty  on  an  opprefs’d  and  miferable  people.  Multitudes  left  the 
country,  and  above  a  hundred  thoufand  houfes  were  reckon’d 
to  have  been  deferted  on  this  account.  Befides  which,  the 
Duke  of  Alva  boafted,  that  in  the  fpace  of  the  five  years,  he 
governed  there,  he  had  caus’d  above  eighteen  thoufand  heretics 
and  rebels  to  be  executed,  without  reckoning  any  of  thofe, 
who  fell  by  the  fvvord  in  battle,  in  defence  of  their  religion  and 
liberties.  See  Brandt's  hiftory  of  the  Reformation  in  the  Low 
Countries .  Book  IX.  and  X.— This  Philip  the  fecond  of  Spain 
acknowledged  in  a  writing  which  he  gave  to  his  fon,  that  he 
had  facrificed  twenty  millions  of  men  to  his  luft  of  dominion, 
and  had  laid  more  countries  wafte,  than  all  thofe  which  he 
poffefs’d  in  Europe  :  which  is  enough  to  raife  horror  in  every 
mind  not  wholly  divefted  of  humanity.  See  Sidlfs  Memoirs , 
Vol.  I.  p.  496,  497. 
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But  this  was  not  our  only  motive  for  leaving 
our  native  country  ;  we  had  another  end  in  view, 
noble,  generous,  and  diftinterefted,  in  itfelf; 
which  was  the  relieving  a  few  honeft,  fober,  and 
induftrious  families,  who  were  in  great  poverty 
and  diftrefs,  and  the  providing  for  them  and 
their  pofterity  a  comfortable  fubfiftence,  under 
inch  a  form  of  Government,  as  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  mod  beneficial  and  falutary  con- 
fequences  to  every  individual.  Such  a  defign, 
every  perfon  who  is  not  infenfible  of  the  feelings 
of  humanity  and  benevolence,  and  loft  to  every 
worthy  and  generous  fentiment,  muft  high¬ 
ly  applaud.  For  if  it  is  charitable  and  praife- 
worthy,  to  give  only  a  tranfient  relief  to  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  labouring  under  the  wants  and 
difficulties  of  life  ;  how  much  more  charitable 
and  God-like  muft  it  be,  to  give  them  a  per¬ 
petual  fecurity  from  thofe  evils  (as  far  as  this 
changeable  and  imperfed  ftate  will  admit  of) 
by  putting  them  in  the  full  poffeffion  of  all  the 
neceffaries  of  life  5  by  fecuring  to  them  the  de¬ 
lightful  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  religious 
liberties,  under  the  government  of  laws  found¬ 
ed  upon  juftice,  goodnefs,  wifdom,  and  equity  ; 
and  by  tranfmitting  all  thefe  invaluable  bleffings 
Co  their  pofterity  ? 

B  3  It 


It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  to  a  good  and 
humane  perfon,  that  djftrefs  and  poverty  fhould 
be  the  lot  of  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
moft  civilized  and  Chriftian  nations.  Yet  great 
numbers  of  fober  and  induftrious  perfons  are  to 
be  found  in  Chriftian  countries,  in  an  abject  con¬ 
dition,  without  one  foot  of  land,  though  many 
thoufandsof  acres  lie  wafte  and  uncultivated.  How 
many  are  there,  who  are  unable  to  maintain  them- 
felves  and  families  by  their  daily  labour  or  employ¬ 
ment,  deftitute  of  the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of 
life,  pinched  by  want  and  cold,  perhaps  labouring 
under  various  difeafes,  or  groaning  under  the 
infirmities  of  old  age,  without  help,  fupport  or 
relief,  except  the  poor  pittance,  which  perhaps  an 
pverburthened  parifh  allows  them  ?  Yet  God  has  a 
real  regard  and  concern  for  the  good  and  welfare 
of  every  one  of  the  human  race,  the  poor  as, 
well  as  the  rich,  for  both  are  equally  the  work 
of  his  hands.  He  has  alfo  given  to  moft  of 
thofe  nations  fuch  a  quantity  of  ground,  as  is 
fufficient  to  fupply  the  wants  of  their  leveral  in¬ 
habitants,  and  make  their  lives  comfortable. 
But  unhappily  fome  few,  attentive  only  to  their 
own  private  intereft,  and  unconcerned  for  the 
good  of  others,  have  engroflfed  the  greateft  part 
of  the  land,  and  left  but  little  for  the  reft  : 
whereas*  if  there  had  been  a  more  equal  divifion 
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of  it,  every  one  would  have  had  enough  for  a 
decent  and  plentiful  maintenance,  by  eafy  labour 
and  induftry  [c]. 

[c]  The  cafe  of  the  Poor  has  long  been  the  objeft  of  ferious 
conflderation,  their  evils  and  fufterings  are  many,  and  every 
good  man  would  wilh  to  alleviate  them.  Many  of  them  are 
the  moft  ufeful  members  of  fociety,  and  it  is  from  their  labour 
and  induftry,  that  the  rich  derive  their  comforts  and  conveni¬ 
ences.  And  when  age,  ficknefs  or  infirmities  come  upon  them, 
and  incapacitate  them  for  their  daily  labour,  furely  it  is  but 
common  juftice,  that  they  fhould  be  provided  for.  The  poor  s 
rate  in  England  and  Wales  is  grown  to  a  moft  exorbitant 
height,  and  fome  years  ago  amounted  to  i,  700,000/.  a 
year,  according  to  a  calculation  made  by  Sir  Joleph  Jekyll, 
And  the  number  of  perfons  wno  receive  the  Poor  s  rate  and 

other  alms,  is  computed  to  be  no  lefs  than  400,000. - Dr. 

Grew  reckons  there  are  about  46  millions  of  acres  in  England 
and  Wales,  one  fixth  part  of  which  are  commons,  heaths, 
forefts,  chafes  & c.  Now  if  fome  of  thefe  were  to  be  divided 
among  the  fober  and  induftrious  poor,  the  poor’s  rate  would 
be  leftened,  great  numbers  of  families  would  be  made  happy, 
and  marriage  would  be  encourag’d,  on  which  the  ftrength  of  a 
nation  depends.  About  5,  6  or  7  acres  of  land  (according  to  the 
goodnefs  and  nature  of  the  foil)  would  be  fufficient  for  every  man, 
and  enable  him  alfo  to  pay  one  or  two  (hillings  a  year  quit  rent 
to  thofe  perfons,  whofe  right  of  commoning  there,  would  then  be 
taken  away.  And  as  this  portion  of  land  would  not  be  enough , 
to  employ  their  whole  time,  the  men  would  Hill  work  at  their 
refpe&ive  trades  and  employments,  and  the  women  and  child¬ 
ren  fpin  wool,  flax,  or  cotton  for  our  manufa&ures.  And 
tho’  fome  of  them  would  prove  idle  and  vicious,  and  abufe  inch 
a  grant;  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  greateft  partol  them  would 
be  induced  to  be  fober  and  diligent  :  for  as  a  man  opprefs’d 
with  poverty,  notwithftanding  all  his  continual  labour  and  care, 
naturally  gives  himfelf  up  to  floth  and  defpair;  fo  the  having 
#n  eftate  which  he  can  call  his  own,  is  no  frnall  inducement  to 
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Lor  is  this  a  vifionary  fcheme  never  yet  exe¬ 
cuted.  hor  fuch  was  the  happy  confutation  of 
the  Israelites,  when  they  were  firft  fetled  in  the 
land  of  Canaan  by  Jofhua  :  every  man  had  an 
eftate  of  his  own,  which  was  hereditary  and  un¬ 
alienable  \d].  This  equal  divifion  of  the  land 
cut  off  the  means  of  luxury  with  its  tempta¬ 
tions,  checked  pride  and  ambition,  and  ettablifh- 
ed  the  habits  of  induftry  and  diligence  among 
them.  And  therefore  God  highly  exclaims  a- 

fobriety?  induftry,  vigourand  alacrity. - At  the  firft  eftabljfh- 

ment  of  the  colony  of  Georgia  in  America,  every  poor  man 
had  a  lot  of  fifty  acres  granted  to  him  and  his  male  heirs,  which 
was  to  be  preferv’d  for  ever  feparate  and  undivided,  nor  could 
the  owner  fell  it,  or  even  let  it  to  another  perfon,  without  a 
licenfe  for  that  purpofe :  that  every  one  might  be  oblig’d  to 
cultivate  his  own  lands,  and  that  no  one  might  have  more  than 
one  lot.  See  Moore's  voyage  to  Georgia ,  p.  7,  8. 

[V]  Every  man  sfharewas  above  s6  acres.  See  bowman  on 

the  civil  government  of  the  Hebrews,  p.  39. - This  was  a 

fufficient  eftate  for  any  family  in  that  climate,  and  in  thofe 
ages,  when  they  were  happily  ignorant  of  the  luxury  of 
our  times,  and  were  contented  with  a  plain  and  fimpte  life. 
Nay,  we  find  among  the  ancient  Romans,  fo  late  as  462  years 
after  the  foundation  of  Pvome,  that  feven  Roman  acres,  which 
are  not  above  four  and  a  half  Englith  acres  (the  Roman  acre 
being  but  240  Roman  feet  long,  and  1  20  broad)  were  thought 
to  be  enough  for  any  Roman  citizen  :  for  Manius  Curius,  who 
had  been  thrice  honour’d  with  a  triumph,  and  was  the  glory 
of  the  age  he  liv’d  inf  publickly  declar’d,  that  the  Roman,  who 
was  not  contented  with  that  quantity  of  land,  was  a  pernicious 
Citizen,  See  PJinfs  Natural  Hijlcry,  B.  XVIII.  ch.  3. 

gainft 
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gainft  thofe  felfifh  and  covetous  perfons,  who, 
afterwards  broke  through  this  wife  regulation, 
and  engrailed  their  neighbours  eftates  [e]. 

We  are  alfo  allured  byhiftorians  of  the  be  ft 
credit,  that  even  in  a  Heathen  nation,  the  gene¬ 
ral  good  was  preferred  by  the  rich  to  every  pri¬ 
vate  view.  For  when  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Lacedemonians  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty, 
while  a  fmall  number  only  of  particular  perfons 
were  poflefied  of  the  whole  country  :  I  ycurgus 
prevailed  upon  the  rich  to  give  up  all  their 
eftates,  and  to  have  an  equal  divifion  made  of 
them.  Accordingly  he  divided  the  whole  coun¬ 
try  into  39,000  equal  parts,  and  gave  only  one 
to  every  citizen.  T.  his  was  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  inftance  of  zeal  for  the  good  of  others,  as 
is  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  hiftory  of  any  other 
nation  [/]• 

Such  a  generous  and  diftinterefted  conduct, 
and  fo  fure  and  folid  a  foundation  laid  for  the 
happinefs  of  every  one,  juftly  excited  our  ad¬ 
miration,  and  animated  us  to  fettle  a  new  co- 

[>]  Ifaiab  v.  8, 

[/]  Every  fhare  yielded  about  82  medimni  or  bufhels  of 
corn  yearly,  befides  wine,  oil,  and  fruits.  It  maintain’d  alfo  the 
Helotes  who  cultivated  their  lands;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  it 
alfo  afforded  fufficient  p  allure  for  their  cattle.  Sec  Plutarch’s 
life  of  Lycurgus • 
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lony  on  nearly  the  fame  plan.  But  that  our 
pofterity  might  enjoy  the  fame  advantages  with 
ourfelves,  we  determined  to  allow  no  one  any 
more  land,  than  would  be  fufficient  to  anfwer 
every  neceflary  and  ufeful  purpofe,  and  to  re- 
ferve  the  reft  for  our  defendants,  as  their  num¬ 
bers  fhould  increafe.  We  further  agreed,  that 
every  one  fhould  have  an  equal  fhare,  that  fo 
we  might  check  every  proud,  ambitious,  and 
deftructive  paflion,  and  banifti  riches  as  well  as 
poverty  from  us.  And  the  more  effedlually  to 
preferve  that  innocency,  fimplicity,  and  regu¬ 
larity  of  life,  which  we  hoped  to  eftablifh  among 
us,  we  fixt  upon  a  diftant  and  retired  country, 
out  of  the  common  courfe  of  trade:  for  though 
fome  commerce  with  other  nations  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  feveral  advantages  to  us,  yet  we 
were  afraid  it  would  be  productive  of  fome  un¬ 
happy  confequences,  and  bring  in  luxury,  and 
cuftoms  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  our  ftate. 
Befides,  failors,  as  well  as  foldiers,  are  too  apt  to 
introduce  drunkennefs,  debauchery,  and  irre- 
ligion,  which  deftroy  every  good  and  excellent 
difpofition,  and  that  fober,  modeft,  and  decent 
behaviour,  which  is  fo  amiable  and  praife-wor- 
thy,  and  on  which  the  happinefs  of  fociety  de¬ 
pends, 

I  am,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER  II. 

The  author  s  and  his  friend’s  prudent  choice  of  proper 
perfons  to  go  with  them *  They  lay  before  them 
the  difficulties  and  hardfhips  they  muft  expert  to 
meet  with ,  which  has  a  happy  effect.  They  fix 
upon  their  form  of  government  and  laws :  and 
choofe  their  governors  and  magiftrates .  They  con - 

ceal  the  name  of  the  country  they  are  going  to.  A 
general  lift  of  the  things  they  carried  with  them . 

They  fet  fail  from  Holland  in  two  fhips ,  but  lofe 

one  of  them  on  the  coafi  of  Patagonia ,  which 

obliges  them  to  fettle  on  the  wefiernfide  of  that 

country . 


Dear  Sir,  Nov.  9,  1618: 

TT  AV I N  G  in  my  firft  Letter  acquainted  you 
jrJL  with  our  defign,  I  fhall  now  give  you 
fome  account  of  our  proceedings  in  it. 

Mr.  Alphen  and  myfelf,  who  firft  formed 
the  fcheme,  and  furnifhed  the  necefiary  ex~ 

peaces,  judged  it  of  the  utmoft  importance,  that 

all 
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all  the  firft  fettlers  of  our  colony  Ihould  be  fuch 
as  fincerely  approved  of  our  defign,  and  were 
fober,  peaceable  and  induftrious,  as  its  fuccefs 
would  greatly  depend  upon  their  difpofitions : 
for  if  our  propofal  had  been  made  public,  and 
we  had  accepted  of  all  that  offered  themfelves 
indifcriminately,  without  any  regard  to  their 
temper  or  conduft,  fbme  of  them  would  foon 
have  become  impatient  of  the  reflraint  of  whole- 
fome  laws,  proved  faftious  and  turbulent,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deftroy  our  form  of  government,  and 
fet  up  a  different  one  of  their  own,  which  at  lalt 

would  have  ended  in  anarchy  and  utter  ruin  [g], 

\ 

We  therefore  privately  propofed  our  defign  to 
about  1 50  poor,  laborious,  and  induflrious  fa¬ 
milies,  into  whofe  tempers  and  conduft  we  had 
previoufly  enquired.  Some  few  rejefted  it, 
but  the  far  greater  number  approved  of  and 
chearfully  embraced  our  fcheme.  Among  thefe 
laft  there  were  fome  hufbandmen,  bricklayers, 
carpenters,  and  blackfmiths,  together  with  per- 
ibns  of  other  different  occupations,  who  were  of 

[g]  This  was  a  wife  conduft  :  and  it  was  for  want  of  fuch  a 
prudent  choice,  that  a  few  difcontented  and.  felf- conceited  per- 
fons  made  the  town  of  Savanna  in  Georgia  very  unhappy  at 
it’s  firft  fettlement;  while  there  was  perfeft  peace  and  tranquil¬ 
lity  at  Frederica,  owing  to  the  better  temper  and  difpofition  of 
it’s  inhabitants.  See  Stephens's  ‘Journal  of  the  Proceedings  in 
Georgia ,  V ?/.  I.  /.  14,  15,  46,  53,  77  and  98. 
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a  quiet  and  peaceable  difpofition,  and  were 
matters  of  their  refpedtive  employments.  We 
fhould  have  been  glad  alfo,  if  perfons  of  feveral 
other  trades  had  fallen  in  with  our  propofal:  but 
as  they  did  not  readily  agree  to  our  plan,  we 
thought  it  beft  to  be  without  them,  and  to 
labour  at  firft  under  fome  inconveniencies : 
not  doubting  but  that  care  and  induftry,  with 
the  affiftance  of  proper  books,  would  in  time 
make  us  matters  of  every  neceffary  and  ufeful 
bufinefs  ;  which  in  the  event  has  happily  proved 
true. 

/ 

We  further  chofe  about  200  orphans  of  both 
fexes,  and  different  ages,  whofe  parents  had  left 
them  in  a  poor  and  wretched  condition,  expofed 
to  the  fnares  and  evils  of  life.  Thefe  we  dis¬ 
tributed  among  us,  in  the  cultivation  of  our 
lands  and  other  employments,  till  they  either 
married,  or  arrived  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
years,  at  which  time  they  would  be  entitled  to 
the  fame  privileges,  and  an  eftate  of  their  own" 
equal  to  ours.  And  to  promote  marriage  and 
make  incontinency  inexcufable,  we  took  care 
that  the  numbers  of  the  unmarried  of  each  fex 
in  our  whole  fociety  fhould  be  equal. 

We  alfo  engaged  two  minifters  to  embrace 
our  fcheme.  They  were  perfons  of  great  piety, 
and  extenfive  virtue,  affable  and  humble,  of 

univerfal 
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liniverfal  charity  and  benevolence :  they  un- 
derftood  the  Scriptures  well,  had  a  plain  but 
agreeable  delivery,  and  a  perfuafive  manner  of 
recommending  the  great  duties  of  religion  :  and 
what  was  of  the  greateft  importance,  their  be* 
haviour  and  lives  were  agreeable  to  their  pre¬ 
cepts  [&]. 

Hav  ing  thus  engaged  a  fufficient  number  of 
perfons  to  embark  with  us  in  our  undertaking, 
we  laid  before  them  all,  (particularly  fuch 
who  we  had  reafon  to  think  were  too  fanguine 
in  their  expectations)  the  difficulties  which  they 
muft  expert  to  encounter  with,  both  from  a  long 
and  perhaps  a  dangerous  voyage,  as  well  as  after 
their  arrival  at  the  wiffi’d  for  port.  For  as  the 
land  was  not  inhabited,  we  told  them,  that  we 

fhould  want  at  firft  many  of  the  conveniences 
of  life,  and  muft  ufe  great  labour  and  induftry 

before  we  could  obtain  them  *,  and  muft  be  con¬ 
tented  for  fome  time  with  fuch  provifions  as 
we  carried  with  us,  or  could  readily  find  there  : 
and  that  the  clearing  the  lands  [*'],  building  the 

[h]  This  reminds  me  of  a  couple  of  lines  I  have  fomewhere 
met  with,  juftly  defcribing  a  truly  good  Minifter. 

Behold  a  man,  fmcere  in  word  and  thought, 

Liv'd  as  he  preach’d,  and  practis’d  what  he  taught. 

[/]  A  machine  might  be  invented  to  tear  up  the  llrongeft 
and  beft  rooted  trees,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  few  men ;  See 
Wilkins  $  Mathematical  Magic,  p .  92  This  would  be  of 

great  ufe  in  all  fuch  new  colonies,  as  have  too  many  woods. 

houfes. 
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houfes,  preparing  the  ground  for  planting  and 
fowing,  and  making  fome  neceflary  fortifica-* 
tions  to  fecure  us  from  the  afiaults  of  enemies, 
would  require  much  time,  labour  and  patience. 
We  therefore  defired  them  to  take  fome  time, 
to  weigh  all  thefe  difficulties  deliberately  in 
their  own  minds,  left  they  fhould  repent,  when 
it  would  be  too  late,  and  blame  us  for  leadincr 

O 

them  into  dangers  and  hardfhips  which  they  did 
not  forefee. 

This  fair  and  candid  procedure,  inftead  of 
difcouraging  any  of  our  little  fociety,  had  a 
contrary  effect.  It  confirmed  and  ftrengthened 
their  refolutions,  and  they  all  declared,  that  be¬ 
ing  fully  fenfible  of  the  goodnefs  of  our  defio-n; 
and  the  uprightnefs  and  difintereftednefs  of  our 
intentions,  they  were  firmly  refolved  to  run  the 
rifle  of  the  undertaking,  and  leave  the  event  to 
Providence :  and  that  if  they  fhould  ftruo-cfte 
with  hardfhips  and  difficulties,  inftead  of  mur¬ 
muring  or  repining,  they  would  endure  them 
with  patience  and  chearfulnefs. 

We  then  held  a  general  aflembly,  in  which 
the  form  of  government,  and  all  the  laws  of  our 
ftate,  ('drawn  up  fome  time  before  by  Mr. 
Alphen  and  myfelf)  were  read  and  carefully 
confidered :  and  having  made  fuch  alterations 
as  were  judged  proper,  the  whole  aflembly  ex- 
prefied  their  approbation  of  them  :  and  all  who 
4  were 
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were  above  2 1  years  of  age  fign’d  them  ;  ex* 
preffing  thereby  their  fubmiffion  to  them,  and 
by  that  means  became  entitled  to  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  citizenfhip.  Then  to  prevent  any  dis¬ 
putes  on  our  arrival  at  the  defired  country,  all 
the  citizens  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  the  ma- 
giftrates,  and  unanimoufly  fixed  upon  Mr.  Al- 
phen  to  be  our  governor,  and  myfelf  and  three 
others  to  be  fenators :  they  alfo  chofe  fix  in- 
fpedors,  and  ratified  the  choice  of  the  two 
minifters  above-mentioned.  And  give  me  leave 
to  add,  that  all  thefe  (my  own  weaknefles  ex¬ 
cepted)  were  perfons  of  a  friendly  and  benevo¬ 
lent  temper,  who  had  a  great  command  over 
their  paffions,  had  prudence  and  difcretion  to 
bear  with  any  little  failings  and  imperfections  in 
others,  and  yet  had  fufficient  firmnefs  to  keep 
them  fteady  to  the  original  plan  [£]. 

[.£]  The  Paffions  and  affedtions  are  implanted  in  us  by  God, 
to  anfvver  the  wifeft  intentions.  A  man  without  them,  would  be 
indolent  and  inactive,  like  a  Ship  in  a  calm  :  whereas  he  who 
allows  them  to  govern,  refembles  a  Ship  with  it’s  fails  full  fpread 
and  without  a  rudder,  which  is  tofs’d  about  by  every  fudden 
guft,  and  drove  by  every  ftormy  and  tempeftuous  wind.  But 
he  that  is  truly  wife,  can  reftrain  or  exert  them  with  judgment 
and  prudence,  diredt  them  by  juft  and  right  principles,  and 

govern  them  by  the  rules  of  reafon  and  religion. - An  eafy 

thing  in  theory,  but  very  difficult  to  pradtice. - Milton  in  the 

frft  book  of  his  P  aradife  Regain' d,  has  beautifully  exprefs’d  him- 
felf  on  this  fubjedt. 

«  Hard  are  the  ways  of  truth,  and  rough  to  walk, 

Smooth  on  the  tongue  difcours’d,  pleafing  to  th’  ear, 

And  tuneable  as  filvan  pipe  or  fong  ; 

Mr; 
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Mr.  Alphen  and  myfelf  had  already  care¬ 
fully  confidered  the  fituation  and  circumftances 
of  the  country,  where  we  had  defigned  to  fettle* 
But  we  had  difclofed  the  particular  place  to  very 
few  of  our  affociates,  left  it  fliould  be  publickly 
known,  and  our  enemies  fhould  be  acquainted 
with  it,  who  would  not  fail  to  lay  wait  for  us 
in  our  voyage,  or  to  attack  us  immediately  on 
our  arrival  there,  before  we  could  poflibiy  for¬ 
tify  ourfelves  [/].  But  we  affured  our  fociety. 

What  wonder  then,  if  I  delight  to  hear 
Her  dictates  from  thy  mouth  ?  moll  men  admire 
Virtue,  who  follow  not  her  love”. 

And  again  in  thefecond  book, 

— -  “  A  crowifc 

Brings  dangers,  troubles,  cares  and  fleeplefs  nights 
To  him  who  wears  the  regal  diadem. 

When  on  his  fhoulders  each  man’s  burden  lies  ; 

For  therein  Hands  the  office  of  a  king. 

His  honour,  virtue,  merit  and  chief  praife. 

That  for  the  public  all  this  weight  he  bears. 

Yet  he  who  reigns  within  himfelf,  and  rules 
Paffions,  defires,  and  fears,  is  more  a  king. 

Which  every  wife  and  virtuous  man  attains  : 

And  who  attains  not,  ill  afpires  to  rule 
Cities  of  men,  or  headftrong  multitudes ; 

Subjett  himfelf  to  anarchy  within. 

Or  lawlefs  paffions  in  him,  which  he  ferves”. 

[/]  The  late  duke  of  Montagu’s  intended  fettlement  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  1722  was  prevented, 
by  it’s  being  publickly  known  before  hand :  for  the  French 
came  upon  the  Englifti  fettlers  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  a 

C  that 
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that  in  general  the  climate  was  temperate,  the 
air  healthy,  the  foil  good,  and  that  the  place 
was  naturally  fecure,  being  difficult  of  accefs, 
and  eafily  fortified  :  circumftances  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  us,  who  were  few  in  number, 
not  enured  to  great  hardffiips,  nor  able  to  refill:, 
in  an  open  and  expofed  place,  an  enemy  fupe- 
rior  in  number,  and  fkilful  in  the  deftrudtive 
arts  of  war. 

The  next  point  was  to  confider  what  things 
were  necelfary  to  carry  with  us.  This  required 
great  thought  and  forefight  ^  and  notwithftand- 
mg  all  our  prudence  and  precaution,  we  after¬ 
wards  found  that  we  had  forgot  feveral  things., 

•  I  °  o  ' 

which  would  have  been  very  ufeful  to  us. 

The  things  we  provided  were  as  follows  : 

First,  a  fufEcient  quantity  of  provifions  to 
ferve  our  colony  for  two  years,  to  prevent  the 
danger  which  a  bad  harveil,  the  firft  year,  might 
expofe  us  to  [*»]. 

few  days  after  they  had  landed  there,  and  obliged  them  to 
quit  the  ifland.  See  Urines  relation  Qt  this  affair. 

[m]  New  fettlers  fliould  carry  the  fmall  maiz  or  Indian  com 
with  them,  for  it  rifes  very  faft,  and  ripens  in  fo  fhort  a  time ; 
that  from  the  fame  field  they  may  have  two  crops  of  it  in  one 
year.  Befides  which,  it  is  more  agreeable  to  the  tafte  than  the 
larger  kind.  See  Du  Prates  bifo?y  of  Louifiana .  Vcl.  II. 

/•  3- 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  cloaths  of  all  forts  for  federal 
years,  that  we  might  not  be  interrupted  in  our 
more  neceffary  employments* 

Thirdly,  the  houfehold  goods  for  every 
family :  the  proper  tools  for  every  trade,  and  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  iron,  tin,  and  other  ufeful 
metals,  to  ferve  us  for  fome  years. 

Fourthly,  the  feeds  of  various  kinds  of 
plants,  for  food  and  phyfic,  for  timber  and 
beauty  [»]. 

[n]  The  feeds  of  plants  are  very  apt  to  be  fpoiled  In  long 
voyages :  but  Linnasus  the  celebrated  Swedifli  botanift  allures 
us  that  the  following  method  will  preferve  them.  Put  the  feeds 
into  a  cylindrical  glafs  bottle,  and  fill  the  interfiices  with  dry 
fand,  to  prevent  their  lying  too  clofe  together ;  then  cork  it,  or 
tie  a  bladder  over  it.  Put  this  bottle  into  another  glafs  bottle* 
fo  much  larger  than  that  which  contains  the  feeds,  that,  when 
it  is  fufpended  in  it,  there  may  be  left  a  vacant  place  on  all 
Tides  of  about  two  inches  between  the  two  glalfes,  to  be  filled 
with  the  following  powder.  Take  four  parts  of  falt-petre, 
and  one  fifth  part,  of  equal  parts  of  common  fait,  and  fal.  am¬ 
moniac.:  thefe  niuft  be  well  pounded  and  mixt  together.  This 
faline  mafs  (which  fhould  be  rather  moil!  than  dry)  will  always 
be  fo  cold,  that  the  feeds  in  the  inner  glafs  will  never  fuffer  dur¬ 
ing  the  voyage,  from  the  heat  of  the  air.  Chefnuts  and  the 
like  large  fruits  may  be  preferved,  by  dipping  them  in  bees 
wax  made  foft  by  warmth,  and  inclofing  them  in  a  thick  coat  of 
it.  See  the  Phtlofophical  Pranfaftions ,  VoL  LL  part  I ,  page 
2O9 

C  2 
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Fifthly,  fome  of  the  mod  ufeful  drugs  and 
medicines  :  and  alfo  poifon  to  deftroy  rats,  with 
which  mod  of  the  uninhabited  places  abound,, 
where  fhips  have  formerly  touched  [o]. 

Sixthly,  the  neeeffary  animals  for  food  and 
labour. 

Seventhly,  guns,  and  fuch  other  inftruments 

of  war,  as  were  neeeffary  to  defend  ourfelves  from 
enemies. 

Eighthly,  the  beft  books  of  all  forts,  parti¬ 
cularly  fuch  as  relate  to  every  ufeful  trade,  art* 
and  fcience. 

Ninthly,  as  houfes  or  even  huts  cannot  be 
immediately  built,  and  the  lying  under  tents  is 
generally  found  to  be  unwholefome  •,  we  had  ten 
wooden  houfes  framed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
they  could  be  taken  to  pieces  for  the  conveni- 
ency  of  carriage,  and  eafily  put  together  again 
and  eretked  for  ufe  on  our  landing:  two  were  for 

[, o ]  T his  was  a  very  good  thought:  for  rats  greatly  abound 
in  many  of  the  uninhabited  iflands,  and  on  the  fea  coafts, 
where  fhips  have  touched :  but  more  efpecially  where  any  fhips 
have  been  wrecked.  The  firft  fettlers  of  St.  Helena  and  Ber¬ 
mudas  were  fo  infefted  by  them,  that  their  corn  and  many  of 
their  plants  and  fruits  were  devoured  by  them. 


the 


X^ETT.  II.  THE  CESSARES.  2 1 

the  men,  four  tor  the  women  and  children,  and 
the  reft  for  our  provifions  and  ftores  [/>].  And 
further,  as  the  grinding  of  corn,  and  the  fawing 
of  timber  are  very  laborious  works,  we  took 
with  us  feveral  little  corn  and  law  mills  [q]. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  provide  every 
thing  which  was  neceffary  or  ufeful,  in  the  beft 
manner  we  could,  we  hired  twofhips,  and  agreed 
with  the  Captains  to  carry  us  to  whatever  part 
of  the  world  we  fhould  chufe.  We  then  put 
on  board  each  fhip,  the  half  of  every  fort  of  our 

[p]  Small  houfes  Hand  in  the  market-place  at  Molkovv  in 
Ruffia  by  hundreds  ready  made,  and  put  up  for  fale  :  and  when 
one  of  them  is  lold,  it  is  taken  to  pieces,  and  being  carried  to 
the  place  where  it  is  to  be  let  up,  it  is  ere&ed  there  in  a  very 

fhort  time.  See  the  Prefent  State  of  Ruffia,  FoL  I.  p.  126. _ 

But  if  tents  were  made  douole,  and  the  inner  ones  were  made 
of  oil  cloth,  or  of  painted  cloth,  they  would  be  much  drier  and 
warmer  than  common  tents  are  :  nor  would  the  fun  be  able  to 
crack  or  injure  the  inner  ones,  nor  the  rain  or  dews  to  foak 
through  them. 

M  These,  I  fuppofe,  were  worked  by  the  wind.  In  New 
England  they  have  law  mills  of  a  cheap  and  flight  work,  which 
generally  Hand  upon  fmall  ftreams.  And  though  they  often 
carry  only  one  faw,  yet  a  man  and  a  boy  attending  upon  one  of 
them,  can  in  24  hours  faW  4000  feet,  or  about  160  boards  of 
the  white  Pine  :  thefe  boards  are  generally  one  inch  thick,  and 
from  1 5  to  25  feet  long,  and  1  or  2  feet  broad.  See  Douglafis 
State  of  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  North  America ,  FoL  II.  p.  54.— 
They  have  alfo  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  both  com 
and  faw  mills  of  an  eafy  and  cheap  conilru&ion. 

c  3 
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provifions  and  ftores  *,  that  if  one  of  our  fhips 
fhould  be  wrecked,  the  other  might  not  be 
deftitute  of  any  one  article.  We  then  fet  fail 
from  our  native  country,  humbly  recommending 
ourfelves  to  the  protection  and  blefling  of  God : 
being  fully  fenfible,  that  it  was  he  alone,  who 
could  preferve  us  from  every  unfortunate  acci¬ 
dent,  give  us  health  and  ftrength,  infpire  us 
with  wifdom  and  prudence,  and  profper  our 
undertaking:  at  the  fame  time  we  determined 
to  fubmit  patiently  to  his  wife  providence,  if  it 
fhould  pleafe  him  to  difappoint  any  of  our  de- 
figns.  And  though  we  were  prevented  from 
going  to  the  place  we  had  propofed  [r],  by  one 

i  * 

of  our  fhips  running  afhore  on  the  coaft  of  Pa¬ 
tagonia  ;  yet,  as  our  lives  and  cargo  were  pre- 


[r]  It  feems  probable,  that  they  had  defigned  to  fettle  in 
fome  ifland  of  the  Great  South  Sea,  perhaps  that  of  John  Fer¬ 
nandes,  which  is  a  mod  agreeable  place,  and  in  a  temperate 
climate.  And  it  is  wort  y  our  obfervation,  that  all  thofe  fmall 
iflands,  which  lie  at  a  coniiderable  didance  from  the  continent, 
enjoy  a  more  equable  and  teniperate  air,  and  are  both  warmer 
in  winter,  and  cooler  in  fumrper,  than  the  continent  is,  in  the 
fame  latitude.  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  fea  is  never  fo  much 
heated  or  cooled  as  the  land  is,  and  therefore  the  fea  affwages 
the  heat  of  the  fummer,  and  moderates  the  cold  of  the  winter: 
the  faline  quality  al fo,  with  which  the  fea  air  is  generally 
thought  to  be  impregnated,  makes  it  more  healthy.  And 
hence  it  is,  that  the  Madera  and  Bermudas  iflands  in  about  32 
degrees  of  latitude  enjoy  a  kind  of  perpetual  fpring  :  and  that 
the  air  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  though  it  lies  in  the  16th 
deg;ce  of  latitude,  is  always  temperate  and  healthy. 
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ferved,  things  turned  out  in  the  end  extremely 
well,  and  perhaps  to  our  advantage.  For,  being 
unable  to  proceed  on  our  voyage  by  the  lofs  of 
this  fhip,  we  fent  out  feveral  of  our  people  to 
examine  the  country  about  us,  who  at  length 
difcovered  a  retired  and  uninhabited  place  cn 
the  weftern  fide  of  Patagonia,  where  we  loon 
fettled,  in  a  country  fertile,  healthy,  and  pleafant, 
fortified  by  nature  :  fo  that  we  enjoy  all  the  blef- 
fings,  which  we  can  reafonably  expect  or  even 
wifh  for  in  this  life.  But  our  laws  forbid  me  to 
difclofe  the  particular  place  of  our  abode,  or  the 
paflages  which  lead  to  it ;  left  any  nation 
fhould  be  tempted  by  the  luft  of  power  and  do¬ 
minion  to  make  a  conqueft  of  us,  to  deftroy  our 
conftitution,  and  rob  us  of  thofe  ineftimable 
privileges,  our  civil  and  religious  liberties. 
We  live  fecluded  from  the  reft  of  the  world, 
unmixt  with  any  of  the  nations  around  us,  have 
no  ambitious  views  of  enlarging  our  dominions, 
nor  any  wicked  defignsof  enflaving  others:  but 
we  know  the  princes  of  this  world  too  well  ever 
to  truft  them. 


I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER  III. 

T, he  form  of  government  they  eftabliftoed ,  confifling  of 
a  governor ,  who  is  hereditary ,  and  of  fenators,  who 
are  cho fen  by  the  citizens .  The  author's  objections 

to  an  ariftoc,  „  y,  and  democracy ,  monarchy . 

2?/  ££  three  inflames  of  excellent  kings  who 
were  pojfejfed  of  abilities,  integrity  and  zeal  for  the 
public  good ,  and  Jhews  the  great  happinefs  their 
fubjeels  enjoyed  under  them,  and  adds  that,  if  all 
kings  were  fuch,  'monarchy  would  be  the  moft  defire- 
able  form .  He  then  warmly  expatiates  againft  bad 
Kings ,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  called  heroes ,  who 
delight  in  wars,  and  the  definition  of  mankind : 
and  gives  fome  good  advice  to  hiftorians,  who 
write  the  lives  of  Princes.  And  concludes  with 
an  account  of  feveral  excellent  laws  eftablifhed  by 
the  incas  of  Peru. 


Dear  Sir,  Febr.  i,  i6ig. 

IS  HALL  now  give  you  fome  account  of  that 
particular  form  of  government  which  we 
have  erefled  here,  with  the  reafons  which  in¬ 
duced  us  to  fix  upon  it. 
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•  As  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  the  great  end  and  defign  of 
every  government,  fo  we  have  endeavoured  to 
keep  this  grand  objedl  always  in  view,  and  not 
to  aggrandize  one  man,  or  fet  of  men,  to  the 
prejudice  and  detriment  of  the  reft.  All  men 
are  here  confidered  as  brethren,  united  together 
in  one  band,  to  promote  the  common  good. 
But  as  civil  diffenfions,  turbulent  fa&ions,  and 
precipitate  determinations,  are  found  by  experi¬ 
ence  to  be  the  conftant  effects  of  a  popular  go¬ 
vernment  ;  we  agreed  that  the  citizens  fhould 
chufe,  out  of  their  own  body,  a  certain  number 
of  perfons,  called  fenators,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  the  governor,  fhould  be  inverted  with  the 
fupreme  and  legiflative  power.  But  as  many 
inconveniencies  are  alfo  found  to  arife  from  the 
execution  of  the  laws  by  a  number  of  perfons, 
in  whofe  hand  the  fupreme  power  is  lodged:  it 
was  agreed  to  commit  the  executive  power  to 
one  man  only,  whom  we  call  the  governor. 
But  as  the  governor  may  not  always  be  porteffed 
of  proper  abilities  to  conduct  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment,  or  may  be  difpofed  to  execute  fuch 
fchemes,  as  may  be  deftruftive  to  the  public 
good  :  his  power  is  limited,  and  his  authority 
carefully  retrained  by  our  laws. 


Such 


t6 


ACCOUNT  OF  Lett.  III. 


Such  in  general  is  the  form  which  we  have 
eftabli died,  as  the  beft  and  wifeft  we  could 
frame ;  and  in  which  we  endeavoured  to  guard 
againft  the  evils  and  inconveniencics  which  at¬ 
tend  the  other  forms.  For  hiftory  clearly  fhtews 
us,  that  the  abfolute  rule  of  one  man  only, 
if  wholly  independent  of  the  reft,  introduces 
tyranny  and  oppreflion :  that  where  the  fupreme 
power  is  lodged  in  feveral  perfons,  jealoufies 
and  factions  are  too  apt  to  arife  about  prece¬ 
dence  and  fuperiority :  and  that  a  popular  go¬ 
vernment  is  giddy  and  inconftant,  rafh  and  tu¬ 
multuous,  full  of  difcord  and  confufion,  and  at 
iaft  often  ends  in  flavery  to  fome  eloquent  and 
ambitious  man,  who  puts  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  lower  people,  and  eredts  a  monarchy  on 
the  ruins  of  the  popular  government.  But  by 
the  mixt  form  which  we  have  fettled,  we  have 
endeavour’d  to  fecure  our  rights  and  liberties, 
to  preferve  a  due  balance,  and  keep  a  happy 
medium  between  the  tyranny  of  arbitrary  mo- 
narcy,  the  fadtions  of  ariftocracy,  and  the  anar¬ 
chy,  licentioufnefs,  and  wild  tumults  of  a  demo¬ 
cracy  0]. 

[j]  Licentiousness  muft  be  the  ruin  of  every  ftate,  as  it  con- 
fifts  in  doing  whatever  the  will,  appetites,  and  patfions  fuggeft. 
But  true  liberty  defires  only  the  freedom  of  doing  what  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  didtates  of  reafon;  and  the  rules  of  religion:  and  Ited- 
dily  fabmits  to,  and  chearfully  obeys  juft  laws,  enjoined  by 
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I  am  indeed  very  fenfible,  that  a  monarchy 
would  be  the  beft  form  of  government,  if  kings 
were  always  pofieft  both  of  abilities  fuited  to 
their  exalted  ftation,  and  of  that  uprightnefs  and 
benevolence  of  heart,  as  to  be  always  attentive 
to,  and  difpofed  to  make  the  good  of  their  fub- 
jefts  the  foie  and  ultimate  end  of,  their  admini- 

itration. 


Two  inftances  of  this  kind  we  have  in  Gelo 
and  Hiero,  kings  of  Syracufe  in  Sicily  :  who, 
though 'they  firft  obtained  their  dominion  by 
violent  and  unjuft  methods,  yet  afterwards  be¬ 
came  excellent  kings.  Gelo  in  particular  feems 
to  have  reigned  with  no  other  view  than  to  do 
o-ood,  from  a  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  and 
to  make  thoufands  of  his  fellow  creatures  happy. 
He  eftabiifhed  liberty  without  allowing  licenti- 
oufnefs,  and  banifhed,  from  his  kingdom,  lux¬ 
ury,  pomp,  and  oftentation.  He  fet  his  fubjefts 
an  amiable  pattern  of  piety  and  modefty,  of  a 
plain,  induftrious,and  regular  life.  He  contented 


proper  authority  ;  and  is  fully  convinced  that  the  preferring 
peace  ar.d  good  order,  with  proper  reverence  to  perfons  m 
authority,  are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  happinefs  of  every 

nation. — A  certain  perfon  having  advifed  Lycurgus  to  e  a 
a  democracy  or  popular  government  at  Sparta,  he  wiiely  an- 
fwered :  Begin  it  firft  in  your  own  houfe,  and  let  every  one  t  ere 
be  as  great  a  lord  and  mailer  as  another.  See  Plutarv  s  an 

°f  the  Stwn  Sag£S'  himfelf 
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himlelf  with  making  the  laws  rule,  and  not  his 
own  will,  was  poffeft  of  a  fpirit  fuperior  to  all 
tyranny  and  oppreffion,  and  carefully  taught  his 
fubjefts,  that  both  himlelf  and  they  ought  to 
be  governed  by  reafon  and  wifdom.  Such  an 
excellent  condudt  and  adminiftration  brought 
the  higheft  reputation  and  glory  to  himfelf,  Tnd 
the  greatelt  happinefs  to  his  people,  by  whom  he 
was  greatly  admired  and  beloved. 


Hiero,  the  fecond  of  that  name  and  King  of 
the  fame  City,  behaved  with  the  greateft  wifdom 
and  juftice  for  near  fifty  years,  applied  himfelf 
to  toot  qul  idlenefs  and  luxury,  the  parents  of 
many  vices  ;  to  encourage  frugality  and  indu- 
ftiy,  to  bring  agriculture  into  juft  reputation 
and  honour,  and  to  make  his  fub]e£ls  univer- 
faliy  happy.  By  his  prudent  conduft  he  fe» 
cured  to  them  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  a  per¬ 
fect  ti  anquiility  for  many  years,  while  his  neigliT 
hours  were  cruelly  ravaging  and  deftroying  one 
another  :  and  lie  fliewed  by  all  his  actions,  that 
his  principal  aim  was  to  gain  the  love  and  efteem 
of  his  people  ;  and  that  lie  coniidcred  himfelf 
in  no  other  light,  than  as  the  protestor  and 
father  of  his  country. 

Add  to  thefe,  Alfred  king  of  England, 
juftly  furnamed  the  Great:  who  exhibited  to 

his 
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his  fubjcfls  an  amiable  example  of  a  wife  and 
regular  fell-government,  of  piety  and  fteddy 
virtue.  Under  his  aufpicious  reign  learning 
was  encouraged,  vice  and  licentioufnefs  were 
fuppreffed,  corruption  and  venality  difcouraged, 
and  tyranny  and  oppreffion  banifhed.  He  was, 
in  the  trueft  fenfe,  the  father  of  his  people, 
the  defender  of  their  property,  the  aflertor  of 
their  privileges,  and  the  founder  and  guardian 
of  their  liberties.  In  his  wars,  which  were 
undertaken  only  in  the  defence  of  the  nation, 
he  was  brave  ;  in  conqueft  humane  ;  in  council 
calm  and  deliberate  ;  and  in  peace  he  confulted 
in  the  moft  effectual  manner  the  good  of  his 
fubje&s,  by  enadting  and  ftriclly  executing  the 
moft  falutary  laws  ;  which  will  remain  for  ever, 
Handing  monuments  of  his  eminent  abilities, 
the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  his  ardent  zeal 
for  the  common  good. 

Now,  if  all  kings  were  pofieflfed  of  abilities, 
integrity,  and  zeal  for  the  public  good  equal  to 
thefe:  monarchy  undoubtedly  would  be  the 
moft  eligible  form  of  government,  and  moft 
conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  a  nation.  But 
how  few  of  thefe  are  to  be  found  ?  Search  the 
hiftories  of  all  nations,  how  feldom  do  they 
appear?  Trace  in  your  mind  the  charadlers  of 
moft  kings,  and  you  will  find  that  covetouinefs, 
or  the  love  of  pomp  and  grandeur,  or  luxury 

and  an  unbounded  indulgence  of  fenlual  pleafure, 

or 
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orelfethe  lull  of  power  and  dominion,  have  been 
their  predominant  principles.  The  refult  of 
which  has  been,  that  arbitrary  monarchs  have 
frequently  proved  to  be  the  plagues  of  the  world. 
Who,  without  any  juft  provocation,  have  invad¬ 
ed  their  neighbours  territories,  broke  down  the 
barriers  of  public  faith  and  treaties,  and  trampled 
upon  law,  juftice,  equity,  and  every  thing  that 
is  held  facred  and  venerable  by  God  and  man,  to 
accomplifh  their  tyrannical  and  ambitious  views. 
Such  were  Alexander,  Julius  Csfar,  and  others 
of  both  ancient  and  modern  fame  •,  who  by 
fawning  flatterers  have  been  ftyled  heroes.— 
heroes!  rather  the  butchers  of  the  human  race^ 
and  the  enflavers  of  the  world !  But  unhappily 
thefe  plagues  of  mankind,  inftead  of  being  men¬ 
tioned  by  hiftorians  with  that  infamy,  horror, 
and  deteftation  which  they  deferve ;  have  had 
their  crimes  palliated,  foftned  and  varnifhed  over, 
been  fet  up  as  objects  of  admiration  and  delight, 
and  as  the  glory  of  human  nature,  meerly  on 
account  of  their  courage,  and  fkill  in  deftroying 
their  fellow  creatures,  and  in  overwhelming 
whole  kingdoms  in  defolation  and  ruin.  Such 
are  the  illuftrious  worthies,  who  have  been  too 
often  made  the  fubject  of  Panegyric  [7] ! 

[/]  The  number  of  men  whichAlexander  murdered  in  his  war#, 
is  not  given  us  in  hiftory.  Pliny  in  bis  Natural  Hijlory,  B.  vii. 
ch.  25.  informs  us,  that  Julius  Caefar  deftroyed  near  one  million,- 
two  hundred  thoufand  of  the  Gauls,  &c.  beiides  thofe  Romans 

But 


Lett.  III.  THE  CESSARES. 


3 1 

But  it  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  hifto- 
rians  were  not  only  men  of  abilities  and  extenfive 
knowledge,  but  alfo  friends  to  liberty  and  vir¬ 
tue  :  who  would  ftrip  the  tyrant  of  all  his  gaudy 
plumes,  and  difplay  him  as  (what  he  really  is)  the 
enemy  of  God,  and  the  curfe  of  man,  and  with 
peculiar  marks  of  infamy  and  abhorrence. 
Whereas  on  the  contrary,  thofe  Kings  who  were 
a  blefling  to  the  world,  and  whofe  labours  were 
confecrated  to  promote  religion,  peace,  and  vir¬ 
tue,  and  to  make  their  fubjedts  free  and  happy, 
ought  to  be  painted  in  the  moil  animating  and 
lively  colours,  as  the  ornaments  of  mankind, 
and  the  glory  of  the  human  race.  For  the  great 
end  and  defign  of  hiftory,  is  not  meerly  to  ferve 
for  amufement,  curiofity,  or  trifling  difcourfe, 
but  to  give  a  juft  reprefentation  of  fafts,  to  free 
virtue  from  that  mift  and  darknefs,  which  the 
paflions,  prejudices,  and  follies  of  mankind  have 
thrown  around  it,  and  difplay  it  in  it’s  own 
intrinfic  beauty  and  excellence :  and  likewife  to 

that  were  (lain  in  the  civil  wars,  which  perhaps  were  half  that 
number :  and  without  mentioning  the  millions  of  widows, 
orphans  &c.  which  were  made  miferable  by  thefe  deftru&ions. 
Yet  after  all  the  mifery,  defolation,  and  ruin  he  brought  upon  his 
fellow  creatures,  only  to  raife  himfelf  to  the  imperial  power,  he 
was  m  quiet  poffeffion  of  it  not  above  five  months,  when  he  was 
killed  for  his  tyranny  and  ufurpation.  See  Veil.  PatercuL  B.  ix. 
ch .  56. 


Ihew 
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Ihew  vice  (though  dignified  by  great  abilities, 
and  blended  with  many  fhining  qualities)  in  its 
own  deteftable  colours,  diverted  of  that  fiftitious 
glare,  which  recommends  it  to  the  admiration 
of  the  vain  and  inconfiderate.  And  therefore 
fuch  only  as  have  juft  ideas  of  liberty,  and  un- 
derftand  wherein  the  true  happinefs  of  a  nation 
confifts,  are  rightly  qualified  to  place  the  adtions 
of  kings  in  a  juft  light,  and,  by  their  wife  and 
judicious  remarks,  to  improve  our  underftand- 
ing,  and  diredt  our  conduct  [#]. 

[u]  It  is  for  want  of  fuch  principles  as  thefe,  that  Voltaire* 
in  his  hiftory  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  of  France,  calls  it  one 
of  the  four  happy  ages  of  the  world,  becaufe  plays  and  poetry, 
painting,  fculpture  and  archite&ure,  with  an  external  civility 
and  politenefs,  were  encouraged  and  flouriihed.  He  alfo 
endeavours  to  reprefent  him  as  a  truly  great  king :  and  yet 
he  acknowledges  that  he  was  a  lover  of  the  grofleft  flattery,  fond 
of  grandeur,  pomp  and  oftentation,  and  an  encourager  of  the 
greatefl  luxury,  profufenefs,  and  extravagance,  all  which  fink 
and  debafe  thehuman  mind. — And  Keyjler  ( Vol .  I.  /.  130)  tells 
us,  that  he  was  fo  infatuated  by  flattery,  that  at  opera’s,  and  the 
prologues  of  plays,  he  would  join  in  flnging  the  moil  extrava¬ 
gant  rants  made  in  his  own  praife. — Inrtead  of considering  himfelf 
as  inverted  with  fovereign  power,  only  to  be  the  father  of  his 
people,  and  to  make  them  happy ;  he  tyrannifed  over  them  with 
unbounded  licentioufnefs,  making  his  own  will  and  pleafure 
the  foie  rule  of  his  government,  without  any  regard  to  their 
happinefs,  or  to  their  natural  rights  and  liberties.  Inrtead  of 
giving  them  the  bleflings  of  peace,  which  is  the  foundation  of 
all  happinefs  and  felicity,  he  forced  great  numbers  of  them  from 
their  houfes  and  families,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  to  enter 
into  his  armies :  and  thus  depopulated  his  dominions  and  de- 
rtroyed  many  myriads  of  his  fubje£ts  in  unjurt  wars  agamrt  other 
nations,  only  to  promote,  what  he  called  his  own  glory.  He 
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Give  me  leave  to  conclude  this  letter  with  an 
account  of  lome  very  remarkable  and  moil  ex- 

\ 

broke  through  his  moil  folemn  treaties,  employed  his  great 
wealth,  and  made  ufe  of  every  mean  art,  to  let  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Hates  2t  variance  with  each  other,  that  he  might  the  more 
-effe&u ally  avail  himfelf  of  any  opportunity  which  fhould  offer, 
to  gratify  his  ambition,  and  enlarge  his  dominions.  And  to 
fupport  his  unrighteous  wars,  and  his  extravagant  pleafures, 
he  raifed  immenfe  taxes  upon  his  people  :  for  Voltaire  allures 
us,  that  daring  his  reign  of  72  years,  he  fpent,  one  year  with 
.another,  no  lefs  than  330  millions  of  French .livres  of  the  pre- 
fent  money;  which,  at  ten  pence  farthing  per  livre,  comes  to 
above  14  millions  of  Englifh  pounds  derling  :  and  amounts  in 
72  years  to  above  1014  millions  of  Englifh  pounds  derling. 
Moreover,  he  tormented  thoufands  of  his  Proiedant  fubje&s  in 
the  mod  inhuman,  cruel,  and  barbarous  manner  by  his  dragoons, 
and  murdered  or  drove  out  of  his  dominions  near  half  a  million 
of  them,  becaufe  they  would  not  implicitly  fubjeft  their  con- 

fciences  to  the  tyranny  of  the  papal  powen - Now  what  idea 

can  we  form  of  fuch  a  king,  but  that  of  a  bloody  and  oppref- 
five  tyrant,  who  was  a  curfe  to  his  own  people,  4s  well  as  to 
his  neighbours,  and  who  ought  to  be  regarded  with  the  greatefl 
detedation  and  abhorrence  ?  Eor  diall  that  man  be  reckoned 
wicked  and  unjud,  and  be  judged  unworthy  of  life,  who  only 
vobs  another  of  a  little  money :  and  fhall  that  king  be  called 
great,  and  be  diled  a  hero,  who  takes  away  immenfe  furns 
from  his  own  fubje&s,  only  to  -confume  them  upon  his  extra¬ 
vagant  pleafures  and  unrighteous  wars,  who  murders  and  de- 
droys  thoufands  of  his  own  people;  who  unjudly  feizes  upon 
whole  provinces  belonging  to  his  neighbours,  and  dlls  the  earth 
with  mifery,  -daughter,  and  defolation  ? — How  different  from 
•jLewis  the  XIV,  is  the  excellent  charadler  of  Gudavus  Ericfon., 
a  king  of  Sweden  ;  who  never  attempted  to  extend  his  fuc- 
cefsful  arms  beyond  the  deliverance  of  his  own  country  :  who 
.carefully  dudied  how  to  make  his  power  beneficial  to  his  people, 
^ompafliouating  their  neccduies,  redreiling  their  grievances, 
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cellent  laws  eftablifhed  by  the  firft  inca’s  or  kings 
of  Peru,  of  the  truth  of  which  fomeofour  neio-h- 

o 

bouring  Indians  (who  fled  from  thence  when 
the  Spaniards  ravaged  their  country)  have  fre¬ 
quently  allured  us. 

All  the  families  of  this  empire  were  divided 
into  tens,  one  of  whom  was  appointed  head 
over  the  other  nine ;  and  in  every  five  divisions, 
one  was  made  chief  of  the  fifty ;  another  of 
every  hundred  j  another  of  every  five  hundred  ; 
and  another  of  every  thoufand  families :  and  in 
each  province,  he  was  made  the  chief,  who 
was  moil  able  and  willing  to  promote  the  public 
good.  The  head  of  every  ten  was  obliged  to 
give  notice  to  his  fuperior  officer  of  any  faults 
or  irregularities  committed  by  thole  who  were 
under  his  infpedlion  ;  and  alfo  to  inform  him 
of  fuch  as  were  in  want,  or  had  any  accident 
or  misfortune,  that  they  might  be  imme¬ 
diately  relieved.  If  any  officer,  either  of  high 
or  low  degree,  was  remifs  in  his  duty,  he  was 
punifhed  for  it:  and  if  he  neglected  to  indict 

rectifying  their  difpofitions,  and  correcting  their  vices,  with 
the  indulgent  hand  of  a  tender  parent  !  And  though  he  foft- 
ened  their  rough  tempers  into  humanity,  by  the  innocent  plea- 
fures  of  life ;  he  took  care  that  they  fhouid  not  corrupt  their 
manners,  conftantly  retraining  them  from  every  abufe  and  ex- 
cefs,  by  the  example  of  an  irreproachable  virtue  in  his  own  con¬ 
duct.  See  Raymond's  Hiflory  ofGujlaajus  Brief  on,  p.  343,  346, 
and  398  to  the  End» 
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an  offender  without  producing  a  lawful  excufe, 
he  was  not  only  liable  to  anfwer  for  his  own  de¬ 
fault,  but  alio  to  receive  the  punifhment,  which 
was  due  to  the  offender.  And  as  every  one  of 
the  lower  officers  had  a  fuperintendant  over 
him,  they  were  all  diligent  in  difcharging  their 
feveral  duties,  by  which  means  idlenels,  fraud, 
oppreffion,  and  every  kind  of  vice  was  dis¬ 
couraged  •,  and  every  one  who  fuffered  through 
Ioffes  was  relieved.  To  prevent  tedious  and 
expenfive  law  lints,  every  caufe  was  tried  and 
determined  in  five  days,  except  in  difficult 
and  obfcure  cafes.  If  any  one  of  the  fuperior 
officers  was  guilty  of  a  crime,  his  punifhment 
was  greater  than  another’s  ;  it  being  an  efta- 
blifhed  maxim  with  them,  that  no  crime  was 
to  be  tolerated  in  magiftrates,  whofe  duty  and 
bufmefs  it  was  to  fet  good  examples,  and  to 
root  out  vice  in  others.  And  hence  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  in  all  that  great  empire,  confiding  of 
many  nations  and  languages,  and  extending 
itfelf  at  laft  about  1300  leagues  in  length,  and 
100  in  breadth,  they  had  fometimes  hardly  one 
perfon  executed  in  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year. 

They  had  fuch  a  veneration  for  the  fupreme 
God,  that  they  never  mentioned  his  name,  but 
with  the  greateft  reverence.  They  were  taught 
to  fpeak  the  truth  juftly  and  religioufly  ;  and  if 
any  one  gave  a  falfe  teftimony  in  any  affair  of 
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importance,  he  was  punifhed  with  death.  Every 
one  had  iuch  a  portion  of  land  given  him,  as 
was  fufficient  to  fupport  himfelf  and  family:  and 
fuch  as  were  blind,  old,  or  incapable  of  work, 
were  maintained  by  the  public  :  the  lands  alfo 
belonging  to  widows  and  orphans,  and  to  fuch 
as  were  fick,  &c.  were  tilled,  fowed,  and  reaped 
by  the  joint  labour  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
diftridt.  Yet  none  were  allowed  to  be  idle  or 
exempt  from  labour;  even  the  lame  and  infirm 
were  not  intirely  excufed  ;  and  children  of  five 
years  of  age  were  employed  according  to  their 
ftrength  and  capacities,  and  were  brought  up 
to  be  obedient,  mod  eft  and  of  an  obliging  beha¬ 
viour  ;  for  not  only  their  parents,  but  the  heads 
of  every  ten,  were  anfwerable  for  their  ill  man¬ 
ners  or  bad  conduct. 

They  were  not  allowed  to  change  their 
habits  or  fafhions,  fo  that  they  wondered  to 
fee  the  Spaniards  fo  often  change  theirs,  and 
juftly  attributed  it  to  pride  and  wantonnefs  of 
humour.  All  profufion  in  banquets,  and  de¬ 
licacies  of  diet  was  prohibited  among  them. 
They  had  a  law  in  force  among  them,  which  they 
called  the  law  of  brotherhood:  it  obliged  them 
to  afiirc  one  another  in  plowing,  lowing  and 
reaping  the  land,  and  in  building  of  houfes, 
without  any  pay  or  reward.  In  Ihort,  molt  of 
their  laws  and  cuftoms  were  dictated  by  the  rules 
of  right  reafon  and  equity,  and  by  the  principles 

of 
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of  goodnefs  and  benevolence.  The  Tons  of  the 
Inca,  and  of  all  the  chief  men  were  brought  up 
and  enured  to  labour,  were  carefully  formed  to 
habits  of  piety  and  clemency,  were  taught  to  be 
impartial  in  adminiftring juftice,  and  to  praftife 
righteoufnefs  and  virtue  [>]. 

I  am,  &c. 

M  See  this  account  confirmed  in  De  la  Vega’s  Royal  Comment 
iaries  of  Peru , 
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LETTER  IV. 


The  laws  relating  to  the  governor .  This  office  is 

made  hereditary  in  the  male  iffiue  of  Mr .  Alpken : 
hut  an  unjuft  and  tyrannical  governor  may  be  de- 
pofed .  His  authority  limited ;  has  the  power  of 

mitigating  the  punt  foment  due  to  offenders :  may 
appoint  a  deputy  to  affift  him  :  and  is-  obliged  every 
new  year  to  deliver  a  public  fpeech ,  with  a  copy 
cf  that  which  was  delivered  laft . 


Dear  Sir,  Feb.  22,  1619. 

I  HAVE  already  told  you,  that  Mr.  Alphen 
was  unanimoufly  chofen  our  governor  before 
vve  fet  out  from  our  native  country,  to  prevent 
any  difputes  which  might  otherwife  have  arifen 
among  us  on  that  head,  upon  our  arrival  at  the 
def  ined  place.  And  as  ele&ive  kingdoms  are 

lubjeft  to  great  tumults  and  diforders  on  the 
death  of  every  king,  before  the  nobles  or  people 
can  agree  in  the  choice  of  another,  whereby 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  nation  is  greatly 
difurbed  and  the  kingdom  often  brought  to 
the  brink  of  definition :  we  agreed  that,  in  our 
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flate,  the  government  fliould  be  hereditary  for 
ever  in  the  male  iflue  of  Mr.  Alphen  :  and  that 
on  his  deceafe,  his  eldeft  fon  fhould  fucceed 
him  :  or  if  his  eldeft  fon  fliould  be  then  dead, 
and  had  left  any  male  ififue,  that  then  the 
eldeft  of  them  fliould  fucceed  his  grand-father. 

i 

It  is  difficult  exactly  to  determine  how  a 
nation  fhould  treat  a  wicked  governor  :  but  as 
the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  the  fecurity  of 
their  rights  and  liberties,  are  the  foie  foundation 
and  end  of  all  government;  it  is  certainly  lawful 
for  fubjedts  to  deprive  him  of  his  authority, 
when  he  ufes  his  power  in  a  manner  which  is 
plainly  deftrudtive  to  the  public  good,  and  be¬ 
comes  manifeftly  unjuft,  oppreffive,  and  tyran¬ 
nical.  If  therefore  any  of  our  governors  fliould 
endeavour  to  become  arbitrary  and  to  enflave  us ; 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  are  allowed  to  prefent 
a  petition  to  the  fenators,  by  which  they  are 
empowered  and  obliged  to  bring  the  governor 
to  a  public  trial,  to  anfwer  to  the  charges  which 
are  brought  againft  him  ;  and,  if  he  is  found 
guilty,  to  deprive  him  of  his  power,  and 
then  his  next  heir  is  immediately  to  afiume  his 
office. 

The  governor  has  no  power  to  make  any 
new  law,  or  to  abolifh  any  old  one  ;  to  lay  any 
tax  upon  the  people,  or  employ  any  one  in  any 

D  4  public 


4  ®  ACCOUNT  O  f  Tett.  I  v»> 

public  fervice,  without  the  concurrence  of  ther 
fenators.  But  his  power  confifts  in  putting  in 
execution  thole  laws  which  are  already  made,, 
in  obliging  all  perfons  to  conform  to  them,  and 
in  punifhing  thcfe  who  violate  them,  in  the- 
manner  which  the  laws  direft. 

As  no  good  government  can  delight  to  punifh 
offenders,  meerly  for  the  fake  of  punifhing  ; 
and  as  a  perfon  may  fall  under  the  fentence  of 
the  law,  who  from  the  nature  of  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  the  commiffion  of  the  offence, 
might  juftly  claim  a  mitigation  of  the  punifh- 
ment,  which  would  otherwife  be  due  to  fuch  a- 
crime  :  the  governor  has  the  power  of  reprieving 
any  offender,  or  of  leflening  his  punishment, 
agreeable  to  the  rules  hereafter  laid  down  for  that' 
purpofe. 

A  A 

The  governor  may  appoint  any  one  of  the 
fenators  to  he  his  deputy,  and  .to  aft  for  him, 
in  cafe  of  ficknefs  or  any  other  juft  caufe  :  who fe 
affent  is  equally  valid  with  that  of  the  governor 
himfelf,  in  making  of  new  laws,  and  in  every 
thing  elie,  to  which  the  governor’s  authority" 
extends.  And  the  governor  may  change  his* 
deputy,  when  and  as  often  as  he  pleafes. 

If  at  any  time  the  next  heir  be  under  age, 
the  governor  is  to  appoint  in  his  laft  will,  one 
of  the  fenators  to  be  the  deputy ;  who5  in  cafe  of 

the 
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the  governors  death,  is  to  afiume  the  fame 
power,  till  the  heir  apparent  attains  to  the  age 
of  twenty  one  years.  But  if  there  happens  to 
be  no  deputy  governor  appointed,  then  as  loom 
as  the  governor  is  dead,  the  fenators  are  imme¬ 
diately  to  aflemble,  and  chufe  one  of  their  own 
body  into  that  office,  till  the  heir  is  of  age. 

The  governor  is  obliged  to  deliver  a  fpeech 
before  the  whole  afiembly  at  our  quarterly  meet¬ 
ing,  at  the  beginning  of  every  year.  The  de- 
fign  of  which  is  to  fet  forth  the  excellency  of 
our  conftituticn,  to  remind  the  magistrates  anci 
people  of  their  feveral  duties,  and  to  point  out 
the  happy  effects  which  mud  neceffarily  refult  to 
the  community,  from  unanimity  and  a  fteady 
obedience  to  the  laws.  That  which  Mr.  Alphen 
delivered  to  us  the  lath  new  year,  was  as 
follows. 

“  My  countrymen, 

tit  HEN  we  firft  determined  to  fettle  this 
**  colony,  we  endeavoured  to  eftabliffi  it  on 
the  beft  of  principles,  liberty  and  the  common 
good.  To  this  end  we  took  the  mod  effectual 
methods  in  our  power,  to  prevent  tyranny  and 
©ppreffion,  anarchy  and  confufion,  by  a  wile* 
equitable  and  well  balanced  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  And  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  every 
one,  and  encourage  a  Ample,  plain  and  induftri- 
l  ous 
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ous  life,  we  affigned  an  equal  portion  of  land  to 
every  houfeholder. 

Since  then  you  now  experience,  and  grate¬ 
fully  acknowlege  the  great  bleffings  and  ad¬ 
vantages  which  have  fprung  from  thefe  regula¬ 
tions,  let  me  intreat  you  to  preferve  your  prefen i 
happy  conftitution,  to  revere  and  obey  its  laws, 
which  equally  guard  againft  the  wretchednefs 
and  miferies  of  poverty,  and  the  pride  and  info- 
lence  of  riches.  May  neither  the  lull  of  power 
and  dominion,  the  fordid  love  of  wealth,  the 
parade  of  grandeur,  or  the  foftnefs  and  effemi¬ 
nacy  of  luxury,  be  ever  known  among  you  : 
but  may  righteoufnefs,  goodnefs,  induftry 
and  temperance  adorn  your  lives  and  man¬ 
ners. 

T,  the  governor  of  this  land  do  pub- 
lickly  acknowlege,  that  I  am  not  advanced  to 
this  ftation  to  acquire  riches,  to  revel  in  plea- 
fure,  or  to  gratify  any  pride  or  ambition  of  my 
own  ;  but  to  promote  the  public  welfare  of  the 
ftate.  And  therefore  I  will  endeavour,  with  the 
afffftance  of  God,  to  difcharge  the  truft  repofed 
in  me,  by  executing  the  laws ‘with  impartial 
juftice  and  equity,  and  by  endeavouring  to  make 
you  happy,  by  as  wife  and  prudent  an  adminiftra- 
tion,  as  lies  in  my  power. 

But 


Lett.  IV. 


the  cessares. 


43 


But  as  my  endeavours  alone  can  be  but  of 
little  force  and  efficacy,  unlefs  you  alfo  in  your 
feveral  ftations  concur  with  me,  I  muft  intieat 
you  who  are  the  fenators  to  affift  me,  by  enabling 
wife  and  good  laws,  and  by  promoting  a  due 
obedience  to  them,  without  which  the  beft  fy- 
ftem  of  laws,  and  form  of  government  will  be  of 

no  ufe. 

Let  me  alfo  call  upon  you,  who  are  the  Guar¬ 
dians  of  this  Hate,  the  inipedtors  into  the  public 
lives  and  manners  of  the  people,  to  confiuer  the 
important  truft  which  is  committed  to  you.  You 
are  to  watch  over  the  whole  community,  to  take 
notice  of  the  firft  beginnings  of  vice  and  every 
irregularity,  and  to  take  care  that  the  vutue  and 
innocency  of  the  nation  be  not  corrupted.  Re¬ 
member  diat  vice  always  creeps  in  by  impercep¬ 
tible  degrees,  and  that  if  it’s  progrefs  be  not 
timely  Hoped,  it  will  taint  the  principles  and 
manners  of  a  people  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  render 
them  licentious,  and  impatient  of  the  reHraint 
of  wife  and  wholefome  laws,  which  at  laft  will 

end  in  the  ruin  of  the  Hate. 

May  every  magiHrate  behave  with  wifdom, 

moderation,  and  goodnefs;  guard  againH  ah  pride, 

imperioufnefs,  the  love  of  power  and  prece¬ 
dence;  and  chearfully  obey  thofelaws  wmch  he 
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enjoins  others.  May  every  one  of  us  be  careful 
to  keep  his  own  paffions  and  defires  under  a 
proper  regulation  and  government,  without 
which  we  Ihall  be  very  unfit  to  govern  others : 
and  avoiding  all  ftnfe  and  contentions  amono- 
ourfelves,  let  it  be  our  only  leudy  and  emula¬ 
tion,  who  Ihall  promote,  in  the  moft  effedual 
manner,  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  recommend  it  to  you, 
who  are  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  inftruft  your  congregat  ions  in  the  great 
and  fubifantial  duties  of  the  Chriftian  religion* 
and^to  animate  them  to  a  conftant  and  Ready 
pradtice  of  all  the  private  and  focial  virtues.  In¬ 
culcate  upon  them  the  greateft  reverence  and 
veneration  of  the  Divine  Being,  which  is  the  only 
fohd  foundation  of  every  moral  excellency,  and 
of  every  worthy  difpofition.  And  take  care 
thaL  your  own  lives,  your  behaviour  and  con¬ 
i' erl'ation  be  truly  worthy  of  your  facred  charac¬ 
ter,  wife  and  regular,  fober  and  unblameable, 
that  you  may  edify  the  people  under  your  care 
by  your  good  examples  as  well  as  by  your  inftruc- 
tions  :  and  let  the  conftant  and  uniform  tenor 
of  your  conduft  fhew,  that  you  truly  believe 
what  you  preach  and  recommend  to  others. 

I  must  alio  intreat  you  who  are  the  mailers 
of  families,  to  bring  up  your  children  to  be 

tradlable 
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tradable  and  orderly,  to  behave  with  modefty, 
civility,  and  courteoufnefs  :  and  to  enure  them 
at  home  to  fuch  labour  and  induftry  as  their 
ages  will  admit  of,  that  they  may  not  acquire 
a  habit  of  doth  and  idlenefs.  Guard  ao-ainft  a 

O 

falfe  love  and  foolifh  fondnefs  cn  one  hand,  as 
well  as  too  great  feverity  on  the  other.  Remem¬ 
ber  that  if  bad  difpofitions  be  not  checked 
at  their  firft  rife,  or  fubdued  in  the  earlieft  j 

parts  of  life ;  it  will  be  found  a  work  of  great 
difficulty  to  root  them  out  afterwards:  and  that 
the  impreffions  which  you  give  them  early,  and 
the  habits  which  they  then  acquire,  will  greatly 
influence  their  future  condud.  Teach  them  to 
be  afhamed  of  every  mean  and  bafe  adion, 
infpire  them  with  a  generous  and  ardent  defire  to 
do  whatever  is  excellent  and-praife-worthy :  and 
fnew  them  that  the  right  government  of  their 
appetites  and  paffions,  and  the  pradice  o£ 
piety,  virtue,  humanity  and  benevolence,  are 
the  nobleft  employments  of  their  rational  and 
moral  powers,  and  the  true  fource  of  happinefs 

both  here  and  hereafter. 

* 

Lastly,  let  us  all  remember,  that  the 
ftrength  and  welfare  of  every  ftate,  depend 
upon  the  harmony  and  union,  the  goodnefs  and 
virtue  of  the  individuals.  May  every  one  of 

us  therefore  feek  after  thofe  things  which  are 

pure. 
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pure,  honeft,  juft  and  amiable;  may  we  culti¬ 
vate  peace  and  triendfhip  with  one  anoth<  r,  and 
unite  together  as  brethren  for  the  common  good  ; 
and  then,  with  the  bleffing  of  God,  we  (hall 
always  be  a  happy  and  a  tiourifhing  people  ”, 


I  am,  &e. 


LET- 
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LETTER  V. 

Every  parijh  is  a  fquare  of  four  miles  on  each  fide, 
and  every  twenty  five  parifhes  make  a  county • 
The  choice  of  fenators  by  the  citizens :  every  fena- 
tor  muft  be  above  forty  years  of  age ,  their  times  of 
meeting ,  £sV.  'They  are  chofen  for  life,  but  may  be 
expelled  the  fenate  for  bad  conduit.  Every  citizen 
mufi  be  a  married  man ,  a  proteftant ,  and  not  lefs 
than  twenty -one  years  of  age.  No  papifi  is  allowed 
any  /hare  in  the  government ,  and  why .  Infpeltors 
are  chofen  by  the  houfeholders  to  watch  the  public 
manners  and  conduct  of  the  people :  mufi  be 
citizens ,  and  at  leafi  thirty  years  of  age :  their  duty 
and  power,  lelc.  Rules  obferved  in  the  trials  of 
civil  and  criminal  caufes :  they  are  tryed  by  a 
jury.  No  tortures  nor  cruel  punijhments  allowed 
of:  but  fuch  chiefly  as  tend  to  the  good  of  the  ft  ate, 
and  the  reformation  of  the  offender .  Under  what 
reftrilfions  the  governor  is  permitted  to  mitigate  the 
<  punijhment  due  to  offenders. 

Dear  Sir,  /  Nov.  15,  1619* 

^r|  ^  HE  fenate  has  divided  the  land  into 
JL  parifhes,  each  of  them  being  a  fquare 
of  four  miles  on  every  fide  [jy  ]  :  and  twenty 

fy]  In  the  original,  itis  one  mile  :  now  aDutch  or  Rhineland 
ijiile  is  not  quite  three  Englifh  miles  and  a  half. 


- 
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five  parifhes,  or  a  fquare  of  twenty  miles  every 
way,  makes  a  county  ;  in  the  middle  of  which 
the  county  town  is  to  be  built. 

During  the  firft  century,  the  citizens  in 
every  parifh  chufe  one  fenator,  but  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time,  as  our  numbers  will  be 
greatly  increafed,  two  or  more  parifhes  are  to 
join  together  in  the  choice  of  one  fenator,  as  the 
fenate  then  in  being  lhall  determine.  Every 
town  alfo,  which  has  above  one  hundred  citizens 
dwelling  in  it,  is  to  eledt  a  fenator.  The  choice 
is  made  by  a  majority  of  the  citizens,  dwelling  in 
that  town  or  parifh  :  but  no  one  can  vote  for 
two  different  places,  nor  can  thofe  who  vote  for 
a  town,  give  their  votes  for  the  parifh. 

Th  ere  fhall  not  be  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
more  than  three  fenators,  of  any  one  family,  fo 
nearly  related  as  firft  coufins,  during  the  fpace  of 
one  hundred  years  from  the  commencement  of 
the  date  :  left  any  family  fhould  acquire  too 
great  an  influence  in  the  national  council. 

No  one  is  capable  of  being  chofen  a  fenator,, 
who  is  not  a  citizen,  and  above  forty  years  of 
age  :  that  he  may  be  a  perfon  of  fome  knowlege 
and  experience,  and  that  we  may  not  fall  under 
the  power  and  dire&ion  of  rafli  and  unexperi¬ 
enced  young  men. 


T  H  E 
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The  fenate  meets  at  the  chief  town,  on  the 
firft  Monday  in  January,  April,  July  and 
Odtober,  and  fits  as  many  days  as  they  pleafe, 
not  exceeding  thirteen,  left  we  fhould  degenerate 
into  an  ariftocrafy.  The  governor  may  alfo 
aflemble  the  fenators  at  any  other  time,  upon 
giving  them  timely  notice  before-hand.  And 
whenever  a  governor  dies,  they  are  to  meet 
together  as  foon  as  poffible  to  proclaim  the  new 
one. 

The  fenate  confifts  of  the  governor  and  the 
fenators.  The  governor  is  always  allowed  two 
votes,  and  every  fenator  only  one  *,  but  if  the 
votes  fhould  be  equal,  he  is  further  allowed  the 
calling  vote.  But  no  law  or  determination  of 
the  fenate  is  of  any  force,  unlefs  the  governor 
(or  his  deputy)  together  with  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  fenators  are  actually  prefent. 

Every  perfon  once  chofen  a  fenator, continues 
fo  for  life,  or  as  long  as  he  continues  to  be  a  citi¬ 
zen  :  but  if  he  fhould  become  incapacitated  for 
this  ftation  by  old  age,  &c.  or  if  his  conduct 
fhould  prove  difiolute,  opprefiive,  and  unjuft, 
then  the  fenate  can  deprive  him  of  this  office, 
and  order  the  town  or  parifh  which  eledied  him, 
to  chufe  another  in  his  Head.  But  to  prevent 
any  injuftice  in  the  two  laft  cafes,  he  may  pre¬ 
fent  a  petition  to  the  governor,  to  appeal  to  the 

E  citizens 
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citizens  of  the  place,  for  which  he  is  a  reprefenv 
tative :  and  then  the  governor  (or  his  deputy) 
is  to  affemble  the  citizens  of  that  place,  and  take 
their  votes,  whole  determination  is  final.  And 
further  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  all  ty¬ 
ranny,  oppreffion,  and  ill  behaviour  in  any  of  the 
fenators ;  the  major  part  of  the  citizens  in  the 
town  or  parifh,  which  chofe  him,  may  at  any 
time  prefent  a  complaint  to  the  governor  againff 
him,  and  then  the  fenate  is  publickly  to  try 
him,  and  determine  whether  there  is  fufficient 
realbn  to  deprive  him  of  his  dignity  or  not. 

No  one  can  be  made  a  citizen,  till  he  is  21 
years  of  age  :  he  muff  alio  be  a  proteffant,  and 
to  encourage  marriage,  he  muff  be  either  a  mar¬ 
ried  man  or  a  widower.  And  to  difeourage  all 
manner  of  vice  and  ill  manners,  he  muff  alfo 
firft  bring  fufficient  proof  to  the  fenate,  on  the 
teftimony  of  feveral  citizens,  that  he  is  lbber, 
indultrious  and  peaceable.  If  the  evidence  is 
fatisfaftory,  he  is  then  permitted  to  fubferibe  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  from  thence  forward  is 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  citizen. 

The  fenate  has  power  to  deprive  any  one  of 
his  citizenfhip,  either  for  life  or  for  any  number 
of  years,  for  great  and  flagrant  crimes.  And 
as  every  one’s  conduct  is  in  a  great  meafure  in¬ 
fluenced  by  his  religious  principles,  we  have 

excluded 
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excluded  all  papifts  from  having  any  ffiare  in  the 
adminiftration  •,  for  the  nature,  genius  and  ten¬ 
dency  of  their  religion  is  fuch,  that  it  fanftifies 
all  manner  of  oppreffion  and  cruelty  to  prote- 
ftants,  and  therefore  muft  naturally  prove  de- 
ftrudtive  to  every  proteftant  ftate,  whenever  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  papifts  to  overturn  it  *3  as 
univerfal  hiftory  and  experience  fhew.  If  there¬ 
fore  any  of  that  fe£t  Ihould  ever  arife  among  us, 
a  toleration  is  fully  fufficient  for  them,  without 
allowing  them  to  enjoy  any  public  office.  And 
if  either  the  governor,  any  of  the  fenators,  in- 
fpedtors  or  other  magiftrates  fhould  embrace  the 
popiffi  religion,  he  immediately  forfeits  his  citi- 
zenfhip,  and  confequently  his  public  poft  and 
ftation,  whatever  it  be  [z]. 

Though  it  is  impoffible  to  keep  every  one 
within  the  due  bounds  of  order  and  decency  : 
yet  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  well 
being  of  every  ftate  to  prevent  diforders  as  much 
as  poffible,  rather  than  to  puniffi  them  when 
committed.  We  have  therefore  decreed,  that 
perfons  fhould  be  chofen  to  infpedt  into,  the 

* 

[z]  So  in  England  we  allow  no  Papift  to  enjoy  any  public 
office. — What  numbers  of  Papifts  there  are  in  England,  we 
may  eafily  judge  by  this,  that  there  were  reckoned  to  be 
1 00,000  of  them  in  London  and  Weihninfter,  in  ij 45:  lince 
which  time  they  are  much  increafed,  if  reports  are  to  be  relied 
on.  See  Harris's  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  304.. 
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public  manners  and  conduct  of  all  the  people^ 
none  excepted.  Thefe  we  call  infpedors  : 
they  are  obliged  to  inform  againft  all  offen¬ 
ders,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  juftice, 
and  no  crime  efcape  it’s  proper  punifhment. 
They  are  alfo  empowered  to  hear  and  reconcile 
any  little  civil  difputes  and  differences :  but  any 
one  may  appeal  from  their  judgement  to  the 
higher  courts.  Neither  have  they  any  power 
to  try  criminal  caufes,  or  to  puniih  an  offender  : 
and  if  an  infpedor  behaves  ill  or  oppreffes  any 
one,  the  perfon  injured  may  freely  complain  to 
the  fen  ate,  who  fhall  reprove  or  punifh  the  in- 
fpector,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
and  give  full  fatisfadion  to  the  injured* 

Every  infpedor  mull:  be  a  citizen  of  a  good 
reputation  and  character,  and  at  lead  thirty  years 
of  a^e,  and  is  to  continue  in  this  office  for  three 
years.  In  the  country,  the  houfeholders  of 
every  pariffi  chufe  fix  infpedors  ;  but  in  the 
towns,  their  number  is  fettled  by  the  fenate  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants. 
One  third  part  of  them  is  chofen  every  year,  and 
confequently  as  many  go  out  of  the  office  every 
year  :  thus  the  new  ones  are  joined  with  fuch  as 
have  already  had  fotne  experience  in  the  office, 
are  acquainted  with  it’s  duties,  and  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  knowlege  of  the  characters  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  whofe  conduct  they  are  to  infped.  And 

whoever 
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whoever  has  once  difcharged  this  office  well  for 

three  years,  is  freed  from  any  obligation  of  ferv- 
ing  it  a  fecond  time,  unlefs  it  is  his  own  choice. 

Every  infpeftor  muft,  at  the  four  quarterly 
meetings  at  the  chief  town,  give  the  fenate  an 
account  of  the  ftate  and  behaviour  of  the  people 
under  his  care,  and  whether  the  publick  roads, 
bridges  &c.  are  in  good  condition.  The  fenate 
at  the  fame  time  examines  into  their  conduft, 
that  fo  none  may  be  injured  by  them.  And  at 
the  expiration  of  their  office,  the  fenate  pub- 
lickly  approves  fuch  as  have  difcharged  their 
duty  well,  and  puniffies  thofe  who  have  been 
remifs  and  negligent,  or  tyrannical  and  oppref- 
five.  Thus  though  the  infpeftors  are  fuch  only 
as  the  people  themfelves  make  choice  of;  yet 
fince  they  are  anfwerable  for  their  conduct  to  the 
fenate,  they  are  obliged  to  be  diligent  and 
faithful  in  their  office :  and  while  we  give  them 
power  to  preferve  the  virtue  of  the  nation,  and 
to  prevent  vice  from  fpringing  up  among  us  ; 
we  carefully  guard  againft  their  ufing  it  to  the 
hurt  or  injury  of  any  one. 

To  make  the  office  of  infpe£tor  the  more 
honourable,  no  one  (fince  the  land  has  been 
inhabited  ten  years)  can  be  chofen  a  fenator,  who 
has  not  ferved  the  office  of  an  infpeftor  for  three 

E  3  years* 
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years,  and  obtained  the  approbation  of  the 
lenate. 

I  shall  conclude  this  letter  with  fome  account 
el  the  regulations  which  relate  to  our  trials  and 
puniftiments. 

All  trials  and  law  fuits  are  public,  and  with¬ 
out  any  charge  or  expence :  and  every  law  is  to 
be  underftood  in  its  plain,  natural,  and  obvious 
meaning.  Every  one  may  plead  his  own  caufe 
himfelf,  or  by  a  friend ;  but  it  muft  be  done 
with  piainnefs_  and  fincerity  •,  and  whoever  does 
it  with  artful  evafions,  and  with  a  manifeft  defign 
to  deceive,  is  pumfhable  for  it  i  but  no  one  is 
allowed  to  p:ead  another’s  caufe  for  money  or 
reward  of  any  kind,  left  he  fhould  thereby  be 
tempted  to  pervert  juftice,  and  conceal  or  dif- 
guife  the  truth.  We  alfo  difallow  of  all  nice 
and  trifling  difputes  about  words,  and  that  elo-  • 
quence  which  is  often  ufed  to  fcreen  malefac¬ 
tors  from  their  due  punifhment,  and  to  palliate 
falihood:  on  the  contrary  we  ufe  the  utmoft 
diligence  to  find  out  the  truth  ftripped  of  all  dif- 
guife  and  borrowed  ornaments,  and  determine 
caules  with  all  the  equity  and  dilpatch  that  is  in 
our  power  [a]. 

M  How  happy  would  it  be  for  thoufands,  if  thefe  laws  of 
the  CelTares  were  univerfally  adopted ;  for  in  fome  countries. 

The 
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The  governor, or  a  fenator  appointed  by  him, 
prefides  at  every  trial :  and  eighteen  perfons 
are  annually  chofen  out  of  every  county  by  the 
fenate,  to  be  the  jurymen  to  try  the  civil  and 
criminal  caufes  in  that  county  for  one  year. 
They  mull  be  citizens  and  above  forty  years  of 
age,  capable  of  judging  in  all  thefe  affairs, 
and  of  uncorrupted  honefty  and  integrity.  The 
names  of  the  whole  eighteen  are  written  on  fo 
many  different  papers,  then  folded  up  and  put 
into  a  box,,  and  then  nine  of  them  are  publickly 
drawn  by  a  little  child  ^  thefe  are  to  try  the  caufe, 

<the  expences  attending  alaw-fuit  through  the  feveral  courts  of 
judicature,  efpecially  in  the  chancery,  are  fo  enormous,  and 
the  caufes  are  protrafted  for  fo  many  years,  that  many  families 
are  ruined  by  it :  nay,  one  would  think  that  law  was  defigned 
there  only  to  enrich  the  lawyers,  aud  without  any  view  of  ad- 
miniftring  cheap,  fpeedy,  and  impartial  juft  ice.  — The  king 
of  Pruflia  has  made  a  great  reformation  of  fuch  abufes  in  his 
country  5  and  it  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed  that  every  king 
would  follow  fo  good  an  example.  — — -  -At  Naples,  there  is  a 
weekly  meeting  of  the  heads  of  a  fociety,  confifting  of  two 
hundred  gentlemen  of  the  law,  to  examine  the  private  griev¬ 
ances  of  the  poor  :  and  if  any  fuch  is  found  to  be  opprefted, 
and  his  complaint  to  be  well  founded,  a  member  of  this  fo¬ 
ciety  is  nominated  to  undertake  his  caufe  ;  the  expences  of 
which  are  defrayed  by  the  Theatine  Cenvent,  which  has  large 
■endowments  for  this  purpofe.  This  is  an  inftitution,  which 
muft  give  pleafure  to  every  humane  and  benevolent  perfon. 
See  Keyjler* s  travels,  *vol,  ii*  3^3* 
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and  the  verdid  of  the  major  part  or  them  de- 
tei  mines  the  cafe.  But  if  it  fhould  happen  that 
any  or  the  jury  fhould  have  an  intimate  and  clofe 
connexion  eitner  by  ties  of  blood  or  otherwiie  i 
or  has  conceived  any  enmity  againft  either  of 
the  parties  concerned  :  upon  their  being  objected 
to,  the  prefident  is  to  forbid  his  name  being  put 
into  .the  box.  And  further,  if  any  one  thinks 
himfelf  injured  by  the  verdid  of  the  jury,  he 
may  petition  the  governor  for  another  trial  by 
the  fen  ate ;  provided  twenty  citizens  fign  his 
petition,  to  fhew  that  the  appeal  is  not  without 
juft  caufe. 

As  the  end  of  every  good  government  is  to 
promote  the  good  of  every  individual,  fo  far  as 
is  confident  with  the  good  of  the  whole  ;  every 
kind  of  punifhment  that  is  not  calculated  to 
anfwer  this  end,  is  barbarous  and  cruel :  there¬ 
fore  racks  and  tortures  of  any  fort  to  force  con- 
feftion  are  abfolutdy  forbidden  to  be  ufed  among 
us,  efpecially  as  confeflions  made  by  the  force  of 
them  are  well  known  to  be  no  certain  proof  of 
guilt.  So  far  alio  as  the  authority  of  the  lav/s 
can  be  fupported,  and  perfons  be  deterred  from 
the  commiftion  of  the  like  offences,  the  refor¬ 
mation  of  the  offender  is  always  confulted  by  us. 
He  muft  a!fo  make  full  reparation  to  the  perfon 
*  '  *  -  •  -  ;  hs 
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he  has  injured  [$] :  and  his  punifhment  is  fuch, 
as  is  of  ufe  and  advantage  to  the  ftate,  fuch  as 
fines  for  the  public  ufe,  or  the  employing  him 
in  fome  difficult,  laborious  and  neceflary 
work  [r].  The  particular  punifhment  of  every 

m  This  is  a  juft  and  equitable  manner  of  proceeding; 
whereas  in  fome  countries,  the  injured  perfon  has  in  many 
cafes  no  reparation  made  him,  but  muft  be  contented  with  the 
punifhment  of  the  offender  only,  and  even  that  is  fometimes 
attended  with  a  confiderable  expence.  And  in  fome  cafes  the 
fines  go  to  the  king  or  fheriffs,  &c.  inflead  of  giving 
any  recompence  firft  to  the  injured  perfon.  A  moil  ftrange 

method  of  executing  juflice  ! - Neither  is  the  reformation  of 

the  offenders  confulted,  but,  inflead  of  their  being  confined 
each  in  a  feparate  cell,  fed  only  with  bread  and  water, 
and  obliged  to  hard  labour,  that  they  might  acquire  the 
habits  of  fobriety  and  induflry,  they  are  generally  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  idle  and  flothful,  and  to  drink  as  much  flrong 
liquors  as  they  can  pay  for :  and  the  leafl  offenders  are  often 
confined  in  one  common  room  with  the  greateft  and  moll 
hardened  criminals ;  by  which  methods  thofe  who  would  other- 
wife  be  reformed,  generally  come  out  of  prifon  worfe,  than 
when  they  firft  went  in.  They  are  alfo  abfurdly  removed  from 
one  part  of  the  Britifh  territories  to  another  ;  for  what  ad¬ 
vantage  can  the  Hate  gain  by  tranfporting  a  felon  from  Eng¬ 
land  or  Scotland  to  the  plantations  in  America.  It  is  only  in- 
fefling  one  part  for  the  eafe  of  another. 

fr]  This  reminds  me  of  a  method  ufed  by  the  monks  of 
convent  at  Mount  Sinai  in  Arabia.  I  his  mountain  is  very 
fleep,  and  the  fleps  are  bad,  and  whenever  a  monk  has  com¬ 
mitted  any  fault,  he  is  obliged  to  mend  fome  of  the  fleps  of 
the  rock,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  oftence. 
So  alfo  the  culture  of  the  lands  round  the  convent  of  Bel- 

crime 


X 


\ 


58  ACCOUNT  OF  Lett.  V. 

t  • 

crime  is  not  always  expreffed  in  our  laws, 
becaufe  it  is  very  difficult  to  proportion  them  to 
every  fpeciesof  offence  ;  nay  there  ought  to  be 
a  great  diftindlion  made  in  the  puniffiment  in¬ 
flicted  on  the  lame  crimes,  in  different  cafes 
and  circumftances  :  for  fuch  offenders  as  are 
obftinate  and  hardened  ought  to  be  punifhed 
with  more  feverity,  than  thofe  who  are  guilty 
through  indiferetion  and  inadvertence :  and  a 
cool  deliberate  refolution  to  do  evil,  attended 
with  an  artful  evafion  to  keep  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  laws,  far  exceeds  the  enormity  of  many 
crimes  which  are  committed  in  the  heat  of 
paffion,  as  they  ffiew  the  heart  to  be  more 
thoroughly  corrupted.  Therefore  fuch  offend¬ 
ers  as  feem  to  have  a  due  fenfe  of  their  crimes, 
and  promife  amendment,  and  can  procure  feveral 
citizens  to  fign  their  petition,  and  to  be  in  fome 
meafure  fureties  for  their  future  good  behavi¬ 
our,  are  allowed  to  prefent  a  petition  to  the 
governor,  to  defire  a  mitigation  of  their  punifh- 
ment,  who  in  fuch  cafes  has  a  full  power  to 
grant  it,  if  he  thinks  it  proper  fo  to  do. 
But  no  pardon  is  ever  to  be  granted,  without 
making  fome  attonement  for  the  crime  •,  for 
lenity  andcompaffion  fhould  always  be  regulated 

ment  near  Tripoli  in  Alia,  is  the  penance  for  any  mifbehaviour 
in  the  monks.  See  Van  Egmont  and  Hermans  travels,  Vol.  iL 
f.  164  and  29  r. 

by 
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by  juftice  and  equity ;  and  no  nation  can  be 
happy,  unlefs  the  wicked  be  reftrained  :  nay,  in 
fome  cafes  it  is  even  neceflary  for  the  public 
good  and  fafety,  that  they  fhould  be  intirely 
cut  off. 


I  am,  &c. 


I 
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"The  minijlers  of  every  parijh  how  chofen  :  No  fub - 
feriptions  to  any  human  articles  of  faith  required 
of  them  :  No  perfection  for  religious  opinions 
permitted:  A  p  aft  or  or  bifhop  of  a  church  mufi 
be  above  thirty  years  of  agey  and  ought  to  be  a 
married  man :  Great  care  taken  that  they  are  of 
good  and  unblemijhed  characters:  Their  falaries 
how  raifed ,  as  no  tithes  are  allowed  of  here . 
marriages  and  divorces .  No  one  is  allowed  more 
than  one  Jhare  of  land ,  from  thirty -five  to  fifty 
acres ,  according  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  ground . 
Of  widows  and  orphans .  A  law  relating  to  the 
fettlement  of  foreign  protejlanis .  Ufeful  mines  of 
coals ,  iron^  (Ac,  belong  to  the  public .  Some 

land  is  fet  apart  in  every  parifh ,  and  is  cultivated 
by  the  parifhioners  to  defray  the  public  expences . 
Of  the  education  of  children ,  and  of  public  fchools , 
Of  the  militia . 

Dear  Sir,  Nov.  29,  1619. 

IT  will  now  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  of 
our  religious  eftabliflhment,  which  fhall  be 
the  fubjed  of  the  firft  part  of  this  letter. 


Since 


t 
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Since  we  are  dependent  beings,  receive  our 
■exiftence  from  God,  and  are  indebted  to  him 
for  every  degree  of  happinefs  which  we  here 
enjoy,  and  can  hope  for  hereafter  :  it  is  our 
indifpenfabie  duty  to  worfhip  and  adore  him,  to 
feek  his  favour,  and  to  learn  and  obey  his  laws. 
We  have  therefore  built  a  church  in  the  middle 
of  every  inhabited  parilh,  and  alfo  a  houfe  near 
it,  for  the  minifter  who  officiates  there,  and  who 
is  chofen  by  the  major  part  of  the  proteftant 
members  of  that  parifh,  who  are  above  twenty- 
one  years  of  age. 

i 

The  bible  is  our  only  rule  of  faith,  and  there¬ 
fore  no  fubfcription  to  any  human  articles  of 
faith,  made  by  any  nation,  council  or  fynod 
'whatever,  is  required  of  any  minifter.  I~Ie  is 
only  obliged  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  his. 
belief  in  God,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  pro- 
mife  that  he  will  fincerely  endeavour  to  conform 
his  public  preaching,  and  his  life  and  praftice, 
to  the  doftrines  and  precepts  of  our  blefled 
Lord  and  Saviour  as  revealed  to  us  in  the  New 
Teftament. 

No  perfecution  is  allowed  of  for  religious 

opinions  ;  and  if  any  one  reproaches  another 

meerly  on  account  of  his  religious  fentiments, 

he  is  punilhable  for  it.  If  any  Proteftants 

fhould 
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Ihould  diffent  from  the  form  of  religious  worfhip 

eftablifhed  among  us,  they  have  full  liberty  to 

chufe  and  maintain  their  own  minifters,  and  to 

aflemble  themfelves  either  in  our  churches  at 

different  hours,  or  to  budd  new  ones  for  them¬ 
felves. 

No  one  can  be  elected  a  paftor  of  a  church 
till  he  is  above  thirty  years  of  age,  that  he  may 
have  gained  fome  knowledge  and  experience, 
though  he  may  be  chofen  an  aiMant  fooner. 
An  affiftant  is  chofen  by  the  paftor,  but  muft 
be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  church,  who  are  above  twenty-one  years 
old.  No  minifter  can  have  any  civil  or  military 
employment.  And  every  paftor  or  bilhop  of  a 
church  lhould  alfo  be  a  married  man,  accord- 
'ng  to  the  apoftle’s  injunctions  ( d ). 

A  s  every  one  naturally  experts  a  great  de¬ 
gree  of  purity,  virtue,  and  fobriety  from  thofe, 
who  take  upon  them  to  be  the  inftruCtors  of 
others  ;  fo  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  re¬ 
ligion,  that  minifters  ftiould  be  of  good  and  un- 
blemifhed  characters,  and  live  agreeably  to  their 
own  exhortations ;  for  otherwile  their  precepts 
(though  ever  fo  good)  can  have  title  or  no  in¬ 
fluence  upon  others.  Therefore  the  inlpeCtors 

JV]  A  hijhop  mujl  be  the  hujbani  of  one  -wife.  See  i  Timothy 

i«.  z. 
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are  enjoined  to  enquire  into  the  moral  charafter 
and  behaviour  of  all  the  minifters  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church,  and  of  thofe  who  diffent  from 
it.  And  where  any  are  found  faulty,  they  are  to 
reprove  them  in  private  •,  but  if  that  reproof 
ihould  not  produce  the  defired  effeft,  they  arc 
then  to  lay  the  cafe  before  the  fenate  *,  that  there¬ 
by  pride  and  imperioufnefs,  hypocnfy,  vice,  and 
irreligion,  may  be  repreft  or  punifhed,  and  not 
be  fheltered  under  the  cloak  of  religion.  And 
every  minifter  who  behaves  ill,  may  be  deprived 
of  his  office  by  a  majority  of  the  eleftors.  But 
every  one  who  behaves  well,  is  treated  witn  great 
refpeft,  and  held  in  high  efteem  among  us,  and 
is  maintained  out  of  the  public  flock ;  for  no 
tithes  are  paid,  nor  are  any  revenues  permitted 
to  be  given,  to  any  church.  And  if  fuch  worthy 
minifters  become  aged,  infirm,  and  incapaci¬ 
tated  for  their  duty,  they  are  neverthelefs  ftill 
maintained  by  the  public,  as  long  as  they 
live. 

With  regard  to  marriages:  the  parties  muft 
appear  publickly  at  the  town-houfe  with  fome 
of  their  relations  and  friends,  before  the  go¬ 
vernor,  or  a  fenator  appointed  by  him  ;  and 
there  declare  their  defire  to  take  one  another 
for  hufband  and  wife,  and  then  fign  their  names 
in  a  proper  book  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  from 
that  time  they  become  man  and  wife.  But  no 

marriage  is  permitted,  till  the  magiftrate  is  fully 
r  fatisficd 
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fatisfied  that  it  is  with  the  free  confent  of  both 
the  parties,  and  that  neither  of  them  are  forced 
to  it  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  as  their 
future  happinefs  muft  greatly  depend  upon 
their  mutual  love  and  efteem.  And  if  either  of 
them  is  under  twenty- one  years  of  age,  they 
cannot  be  married  without  the  confent  of  the 
parents  or  guardians.  And  when  there  is  fo 
great  a  difference  of  age  between  the  two  parties 
as  twenty-five  years,  our  laws  will  not  admit  of 
fuch  an  union,  becaufe  the  fentiments,  tafte,  dif- 
pofitions  and  tempers  of  youth  and  age  are  fo 

widely  different,  that  there  can  be  no  foundation 
for  happinefs. 

No  marriage  fettlement  is  allowed  to  be  made 
upon  a  wife  or  any  child,  becaufe  every  widow 
and  orphan  is  provided  for,  by  the  laws  of  our 
land.  And  to  prevent  all  domeftic  contentions, 
no  wife  has  any  property  of  her  own,  feparate 
and  difbin£b  from  her  hufband,  but  he  is  entitled 
to  whatever  money,  goods  or  inheritance  falls  to 
her  pofleffion.  But  if  a  wife  has  any  juft  reafon 
to  complain  of  her  hufband,  or  any  child  of 
it’s  parent  or  guardian,  the  fenate  is  then  em¬ 
powered  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  and  to 
fettle  affairs  as  circumftances  require. 

The  fenate  has  power  alfo  to  grant  a  divorce, 
with  liberty  to  marry  another,  upon  a  juft  and 

fubftantial 
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fubftantial  reafons  being  produced,  fuch  as  adul¬ 
tery,  or  of  five  years  abfence  from  home, 
without  being  heard  of  during  that  fpace  of 
time,  &c. 

I  come  next  to  the  laws  which  relate  to  our 
eftates. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  one  great  defign 
in  eftablifhing  this  colony,  was  to  give  every 
man  a  fufficient  quantity  of  land  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  himfelf  and  family,  but  not  to  allow 
him  to  engrofs  more  :  and  therefore  our  laws 
ftriddy  forbid  any  one  to  poftefs  in  his  own  right 
more  than  one  fhare.  Only  the  governor,  the 
fenators,  and  fuch  other  perfons,  who  by  their 
public  office  are  obliged  frequently  to  abfent 
from  their  own  eftates,  and  to  refide  elfewhere, 
are  further  allowed  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground  for  a 
houfe  and  garden  in  the  town  where  their  public 
bufinefs  lies ;  and  which  each  of  them  enjoys  fo 
long  only,  as  he  continues  in  that  office,  and  then 
it  goes  to  his  fucceffor. 

Every  parifh  (which  confifts  of  four  miles 
fquare)  is  divided  into  fixteen  divifions,  of  a 
mile  fquare.  Every  divifion  is  again  divided 
into  fhares.  A  fhare  contains  about  thirty- five 
Engliffi  acres,  if  it,  is  good  ground,  but  never 
exceeds  fifty  acres,  be  the  foil  ever  lb  indiffer¬ 
ent. 


F 
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Every  married  man  is  entitled  to  a  fhare, 
biu  no  perfon  who  has  not  been  married,  can  have 
moie  than  half  a  one.  Any  married  perfon  may 
fucceed  to  another  fhare  left  to  him  by  another 
perfon,  or  which  defcends  to  himby  inheritance  : 
but  in  thefe  and  all  other  cafes,  he  mull,  within 
the  (pace  of  one  year,  furrender  up  his  own  fhare 
to  the  fenate,  or  give  it  to  fome  other  perfon 
(whomsoever  he  pleafes)  who  is  lawfully  qua¬ 
lified  to  i  eceive  it.  Every  fhare  is  numbered, 
and  as  foon  as  the  fenate  has  regifiered  the  own¬ 
er’s  name  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpofe,  his 
title  to  it  can  never  be  difputed :  fo  that 

eftates  are  firmly  fecured  to  every  perfon  in  this 
country. 


Ever v  one  may  chufe  his  fhare  where-ever 
he  pleafes,  with  the  confent  of  the  fenate :  and 
wh^n  he  dies,  his  widow  poflefies  it  as  Ion0,  as 
fhe  lives,  even  though  fire  fhould  marry  again, 
that  marriage  may  not  be  difcouragc-d  :  but  the 
can  have  only  one  fhare,  namely  that  of  her  firft 
hufband.  And  if  he  has  left  any  child  or  child¬ 
ren  by  her  or  by  a  former  wife,  fhe  muft  main¬ 
tain  them,  till  they  become  qualified  to  receive 
eftates  elfewhere.  And  when  fire  dies,  the 
elded  fon  fucceeds  to  the  inheritance,  but  if  he 
refufes  to  accept  of  it,  it  is  offered  to  the  fecond 
*on,  Sec,  but  if  a  man  dies  without  leaving  any 

iffue. 
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ifllie,  he  may  by  his  laft  will  dilpofe  of  his  (hare, 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  to  any  perfon  he 
pleafes  who  is  lawfully  qualified  to  poffeis  it. 

Every  widow  is  entitled  to  her  firft  hufband’s 
(lock  of  corn,  poultry,  fheep,  and  cattle,  and  the 
neceffary  inftruments  for  agriculture:  alio  to 
half  of  his  houfehold  goods  and  moveables : 
and  the  other  half  is  equally  divided  among  his 
children.  But  no  widow,  who  has  been  married 
more  than  once,  is  allowed  any  part  of  the 
above-mentioned  particulars,  belonging  to  any 
of  her  other  hufbands,  unlefs  it  is  left  her  by 
any  of  their  wills. 

If  at  any  time  a  number  of  foreign  proteflants 
fhould  be  defirous  of  fettling  among  us,  they 
lliall  not  be  allowed  to  live  all  together  in  one 
place-,  but  (hall  be  difperfed  in  different  parifhes 
and  divifions,  that  they  may  be  the  fooner  incor¬ 
porated  with  us,  and  not  continue  a  feparate  and 
difbincl  people. 

All  mines  of  coal,  of  iron,  or  any  other  uftful 
mineral  &c.  alfo  all  medicinal  waters,  and  what- 

I 

ever  elfe  is  of  public  ufe  and  benefit,  though 
they  fhould  be  difcovereu  in  any  perfon’s  fhare*, 
belong  to  the  public,  for  the  ufe  of  every  perfon, 
according  to  the  rules  eftablifhed  by  the  fenate 
for  that  purpofe.  But  a  full  fat i station  is  given 
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to  every  one,  on  whofe  eftate  they  are  found. 

But  no  gold  or  filver  mines  (if  any  fuch  fhould 

ever  be  difcovered)  are  allowed  to  be  worked, 

left  they  fhould  excite  fome  nation  to  invade 
us. 

•  *-• 

The  fenate  has  alfo  a  power  to  lay  a  yearly  tax 
on  every  one’s  eftate,  payable  in  corn,  cattle  &c. 
to  defray  the  expences  of  the  public.  But  they 
have  thought  it  more  eligible  at  prefent,  to  fez 
apart  a  quantity  or  land  in  every  parifh  for  pub¬ 
lic  ufes,  which  is  cultivated  by  the  joint  labour  of 
the  inhabitants  of  each  parilh. 

I  now  come  to  an  affair  which  is  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  the  public  welfare,  I  mean 
the  education  of  children.  This  is  a  fubjedt 
which  has  been  difcufs  d  by  many  learned  men, 
both  ancient  arid  modern.  It  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  oblerved,  that  when  the  education  of 
children  is  intruded  to  their  parents  only,  inftead 
of  inftiliing  juft  and  good  principles  into  their 
tender  minds,  they  have,  either  through  igno¬ 
rance,  or  blind  indulgence,  rendered  them  un- 
tiactabe,  ftubborn,  and  conceited,  or  indolent 
and  effeminate,  lovers  of  eale  and  pleafure,  and 
impatient  of  labour.  And  when  thefe  habits 
have  taken  deep  root,  in  early  life,  experi¬ 
ence  fhews  how  very  difficult  it  is  to  eradicate 
them.  And  when  thefe  vices  beeome  the  cha- 
4  raderiltics 
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rafteriftics  of  a  nation,  one  may  eafily  prog- 
nofticate  the  approaching  diflblution  of  that 
ftate.  Therefore  our  laws  enjoin  the  fenate  to 
build  a  public  fchool  in  every  pariili,  and  to 
appoint  proper  mailers  and  miltreffes  for  them, 
whither  all  Parents  and  guardians  are  obliged  to 
fend  theit*  children  at  fuch  ages,  and  for  fo  long  a  ,* 
time  as  the  fenate  direfts.  Thefe  fchools  are 
put  under  the  care,  not  only  of  the  fenate,  but 
alfo  of  the  infpeftors,  who  are  directed  to  have 
a  conftant  eye  upon  them,  and  to  fee  that  the 
mailers  and  miftreflfes  do  their  duty  with  fide¬ 
lity  ;  that  good  order  and  difcipline  be  carefully 
ellablilhed,  that  their  diverfions  as  well  as  exer- 
eifes  be  well  regulated,  and  that  an  equal  regard 
be  had  to  their  moral  char  after  and  behaviour, 
as  to  their  health,  and  proficiency  in  learning. 
Here  they  are  inllrufted  in  the  principles  of 
religion  and  virtue,  juftice  and  goodnefs, 
temperance  and  moderation  felf  government, 
modelly,  a  decent  and  obliging  behaviour, 
with  due  refpeft  and  obedience  to  their  iupe- 
riors,  and  are  early  accuflomed  to  labour  and 
induflry  [e] :  for  half  the  day  is  fpent  in  learn** 

[<?]  Xenophon  in  his  invitation  of  Cyrus,  has  given  us  an 
account  of  the  method  of  education  ufed  among  the  ancient 
Perfians :  by  which  they  endeavoured  not  only  to  make  them 
good  and  virtuous,  but  even  to  prevent  their  having  the  lead 
inclination  to  do  any  thing  that  was  bafe  or  difhonourable. 

7  hey  were  educated  in  public  fchools  under  the  tuition  of  fuch 
elders,,  as  were  thought  to  be  the  fitted  for  that  purpofe. 
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ing  ufeful  trades  and  employments,  and  the 
other  half  in  reading,  writing,  and  underftanding 
accounts,  with  other  branches  of  knowlege, 
fuitable  to  their  genius  and  inclination,  and  to 
their  age  and  lex. 

War  is  certainly  the  greatefl:  evil  on  the  earth, 
and  productive  of  the  greatefl;  diftreffes,  mifery, 
and  ruin :  yet  the  ambition  and  wickedneis  of  men 
make  it  neceffary,  that  a  number  of  perfons  in 
every  ftate  fliould  be  qualified  to  oppofe  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  their  country,  and  to  be  the  bulwark  of 
liberty  and  property  againif  the  encroachments 
of  rapacious  invaders  [/].  Therefore  every 

They  employed  their  time  in  learning  the  principles  of  juftice 
and  equity,  were  taught  to  be  temperate  and  fober,  to  be  obe¬ 
dient  to  the  magiflrates,  to  hate  all  animofitiesand  difputes,  and 
efpecially  ingratitude :  they  were  alfo  inflrudted  in  the  ufe  of 
the  bow,  and  exercifed  in  {hooting. 

[/]  Wars  which  are  occafioned  by  pride,  ambition,  and  a 
third;  after  conqueft  or  falfe  glory,  make  a  fhining  figure  in 
hiflory :  the  writer  records  with  plealure,  and  his  readers  too 
often  perufe  with  admiration,  thole  feenes  of  blood  and  cruelty, 
which  depopulate  countries,  and  make  great  numbers  mifer- 

able  nay,  which  even  difirefs  the  fubjedts  of  the  con¬ 
queror,  by  the  great  taxes  levied  upon  them  to  defray  the  cx- 
pences,  and  by  the  lofs  of  the  lives  of  thoufands  of  his  own 
people,  to  raife  his  fame.  But  fober  reafon  is  fenfible  of  the 
miferies  which  fpringfrom  an  ambitious  king  and  lover  of  war, 
and  looks  upon  the  fufferings  of  his  people,  as  a  punifhment 
infiidled  upon  them  by  Cod  for  their  fins,  when  he  gives  them 
an  heroic  Prince.  Vet  fucli  a  one  confiders  his  victories  and 
conquefts  as  great  and  illqflrious  adlions,  meerly  from  an  igno- 

male 
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male  from  eighteen  to  fixteen  years  of  age  ('ex¬ 
cept  thofe  who  are  lame,  blind  and  in  infirm) 
is  enrolled  among  the  militia,  and  trained  up  to 
the  ufe  of  arms  :  they  aie  frequently  exercifed 
in  every  parifh,  and  four  times  in  a  year  they 
all  exercife  together  at  the  chief  town,  where 
they  alfo  (hoot  at  marks,  and  rewards  are  pub- 
lickly  beftowed  upon  thofe,  who  fhew  the  greateft 
dexterity  and  {kill. 

1 

The  governor  has  the  fupreme  command,  or 
can  appoint  another  perfon  to  aft  for  him.  He 
alfo  chafes  the  officers,  fixes  the  times  of  their 

ranee  of  what  is  truly  great  and  excellent,  thofe  peaceful  vir¬ 
tues  of  a  king  which  difpenfe  happinefs  to  all  his  fubjedts, 
fecure  to  them  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  all  their  poffeftions,  and  * 
make  him  the  friend  and  father  of  his  country.  See  Raymond's 

btfiory  of  Guftavus  Ericfon,  p.  375,  376,  3 80  and  38:. - In 

how  amiable  a  light  does  the  little  date  of  Geneva  appear  ? 
A  republic  founded  in  wifdom  and  virtue  :  where  we  meet  with 
no  ambitious  man  making  thoufands  wretched,  and  augment¬ 
ing  the  miferies  of  life :  no  legions  of  armed  men,  ravaging 
the  world,  and  -with  the  thunders  cf  war  difturbing  the  peace 
of  mankind.  But  a  people  happy  and  free,  who  have  defended 
themielves  with  bravery,  again  ft  the  various  encroachments  of 
tyrants  and  oppreffors :  a  people  who  make  temperance  the 
guardian  of  their  health  ;  who  endeavour  by  their  laws  to  bar 
up  every  avenue  to  the  blandifhments  of  luxury;  who  carefully 
promote  religion  and  virtue,  infufc  into  all  a  tin&ure  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  form  the  character  of  a  good  citizen  upon  that  of  a 
good  chriftian :  who  preferve  the  utmoft  harmony,  and  live  to¬ 
gether  like  one  great  family.  See  Keate's  Account  of  Geneva, 
4,  5,  6,  and  7. 
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meeting  together  for  exercife,  fummons  them 

together  in  tune  of  danger,  and  has  full  power 

to  diredt  and  order  all  their  proceedings.  We 

have  alfo  beacons  ere&ed  in  proper  places,  ready 

to  be  lighted  at  once  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy ; 

that  fo  the  whole  militia  may  immediately 
allemble. 

The  fenate  has  power  to  employ  the  militia 
to  eiccl  ioi  tiiications,  and  to  do  whatever  elfe  is 
judged  to  be  necelfary  for  the  fafety  and  fecurity 
of  the  nation.  And  if  at  any  time  we  fliould 
have  an  engagement  with  an  enemy;  the  fenate 
is  after wards  carefully  to  examine  into  the  con- 
of  the  officers  and  ioldiers,  and  reprove, 
punilh  or  reward  them  according  to  their  beha- 
viour.  And  all  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy, 
is  to  be  brought  into  the  public  treafury,  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  the  fenate  fees  fit. 

e  have  as  yet  had  no  enemy  to  fight  with, 
and  confequently  cannot  fay  how  we  fhould 
behave  in  a  time  of  battle  :  but  if  we  may  judge 
from  appearances,  it  is  very  probable,  that  a 
body  of  men  enured  td  labour,  accuftomed  to 
difeipline,  and  animated  with  the  molt  ardent 
zeal  for  their  families  and  liberties,  would  fell 
their  lives  very  dear. 

I  am,  &c. 

L  E  T- 

V.  ,  f  $ 
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LETTER  VII. 

Every  apprenticefhip  is  diffolved  at  twenty-one  Tears 
of  age .  No  cruelty  to  any  animals  permitted . 
None  buried  in  churches.  What  crimes  are  pu- 
nijhed  with  death.  Of  Debtors .  Of  Duels. 
Every  head  of  a  family  anfwerable  for  the  ill- 
behaviour  of  his  dependents ,  and  alfo  every  town 
or  parifh  for  the  mifconduft  of  thofe  who  live 
there .  Of  fifh  and  game .  Whoever  injures  an¬ 
other  mujl  make  a  proper  fatisf action.  No  ufury 
allowed  of.  Whoever  unjuftly  injures  another's 
char  after  (Ac.  is  punifh  able  for  it.  Do  immodefly , 
nor  obfcene  books  or  pictures  permitted.  Of  bad 
magijlrates.  Adminiftration  of  Oaths.  Of  pro¬ 
fane  fw earing  or  curfing.  None  can  hold  two  civil 
or  military  offices  *,  or  two  livings.  The  prices  of 
food  and  labour  fixed  by  the  fenate.  Every  perfon 
that  is  put  into  prifon  mufi  work  for  the  public 
good.  Of  the  roads  and  carriages.  Of  jlavery. 
Of  ftealing.  Of  fumptuary  laws.  Of  gaming 

and  plays.  The  office  of  the  public  Treafio  o . 
Towns  how  to  be  built  (Ac.  Of  trees  and  hedges 
on  every  one' s  eft  ate.  .  Every  one  gives  As  vote  o* 
ballot  at  all  elections  and  trials.  A  ftock  oj  win  at 
is  always  kept  for  two  or  three  years  beforehand. 

Dear  Sir,  Jan-  10>  x^)2°' 

IS  H  A  L  L  now  give  you  fome  of  our  laws 

upon  feveral  fubje&s,  which  I  could  not  well 
-  ■  reduce 
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reduce  to  any  of  the  former  general  heads. 
But  I  would  fir  ft  obferve,  that  all  fines  are  applied 
to  the  public  uie,  except  iuch  as  are  otherwife 
directed  :  and  though  we  keep  a  book  in  which 
all  thefe  public  fines  are  entered  ;  yet  at  the 
death  of  every  one,  who  has  been  thus  puni/hed 
for  ^his  offences,  we  blot  his  name  out  of  the 
book,  that  it  may  be  no  longer  publickly  re¬ 
membered,  nor  be  a  reproach  to  his  children  or 
relations. 

When  any  perfons  attain  to  the  age  of 

twenty-one  years,  their  fervice  or  apprenticefhip 
is  difiblved. 


The  fame  freedom  extends  alfo  to  every 
mat  lied  tv ;  ion,  though  under  that  age,  pro¬ 
vided  the  marriage  is  with  the  confent  of  the 
mafter  or  miftrefs. 


No  cock-fighting  nor  horfe-races,  nor  any 
thing  that  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  humanity 
and  decency  of  manners  is  allowed  of  among  us, 
or  that  has  the  leaft  tendency  to  render  the 
mind  cruel.  And  whoever  treats  his  beaft 
with  cruelty  or  barbarity,  forfeits  that  animal 
to  the  public,  and  is  further  nned  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  crime •,  for  to  treat  the 
creatures  (which  are  in  our  power)  with  kind- 
r.e.s ;  and  while  we  make  them  fubfervient  to 

our 
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our  ufe,  to  be  pleafed  with  adding  to  their  fe¬ 
licity  •,  Ihews  a  truly  good  and  divine  temper  [g\. 

[-£]  Th  e  r  e  is  fomething  very  amiable  in  this  compaffion  (hewn 
to  animals:  whereas  the  Engliih  are  remarkable  for  their 
ill  treatment  of  many  of  them,  particularly  horfes  and 
cocks.  They  have  an  annual  cutlom  of  throwing  Hicks  at  the 
cocks  only  for  their  diverfion ;  while  the  poor  innocent  and 
domeftic  animal  fends  out  his  fhrieks  and  mournful  cries,  as  fo 
many  calls  upon  his  tormentors  for  pity  :  till  his  toes  being 
battered,  his  legs  or  wings  broken,  and  his  beak  dropping 
blood,  he  finks  at  laft  through  pain  and  bitter  .anguiih  to  the 
ground  :  a  cuflom  fo  cruel,  as  cannot  be  reflefted  upon  by  any 
humane  perfon  without  horror.  The  fifliermen  alio  drive,  a 
wooden  peg  into  the  tender  flefh  of  the  claws  of  lobfters,  while 
they  are  living,  which  mull  put  them  to  exquifite  pain.  And 
in  the  fens  of  Lincolnfhire,  in  the  moors  near  Bridgewater  in 
Somerfetfhire,  and  other  places,  they  have  a  moil  barbarous 
praftice  of  pulling  out  the  quills,  and  plucking  off  the  feathers 
of  the  live  geefe  feveral  times  in  a  year.  None  of  which  cru¬ 
elties  would  be  praaifed,  if  we  had  a  due  fenfe  ot  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  mercy  and  humanity  ;  nor  would  any  government  per¬ 
mit  them,  that  had  a  proper  regard  to  the  moral  conduft  of  the 
people.  See  this  fubjeft  well  treated  in  t*vo  Sermons  on  clemency 

to  Brutes,  printed  for  Dodfey  in  1761. - The  finks  on  the 

contrary  will  not  fuffer  any  animal  to  be  injured  or  tormented 
but  feverely  punifh  all  thofe  who  behave  cruelly  to  them. 
They  treat  their  horfes  in  particular  with  much  lenity  and  mdu 
pence,  and  never  beat  them  but  in  cafes  ot  neceflity.  1  ■‘!': 
makes  them  great  lovers  of  mankind,  efpecially  of  their  mailers 
and  grooms ;  and  they  are  fo  far  from  being  unruly  or  un- 
traflable  by  this  gentle  ufage,  that  you  fliall  Icarcely  find  luch 
a  horfe  among  them.  See  Bujbequius's  Letters,  p.  163,  16  + 

an(j  ,  yr  _ I  would  further  obferve  that  the  fupreme  court  ot 

judicature  at  Athens,  thought  cruelty  to  animals  not.  below 
their  cognizance,  when  they  condemned  a  boy  for  putting  out 
the  eyes  of  Quails.  See  Quintilian,  B.  v.  Cb.  9.  1  he  Ane- 

W  E 


76  ACCOUNT  OF  Lett.  VII, 


We  allow  no  one  to  be  buried  in  any  church 
or  place  of  public  worfhip,  left  any  infeaious 
exhalations  fhould  arife  from  the  putrid  bodies, 
and  be  hurtful  to  the  congregation  [&]  :  but 
proper  burial  places  are  laid  out  in  the  form  of 
a  fquare  round  every  church,  planted  with 
aromatic  Ibrubs  and  flowers  in  a  beautiful  and 
agreeable  manner,  and  the  graves  are  placed 
in  ftreight  and  regular  rows.  And  every  one 
muft  be  buried  lb  early,  that  the  perfons  who 
attend,  may  have  time  to  return  home  before 
fun  fet. 

♦ 

1  t 

Whoever  Ihall  endeavour  to  deftroy  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  people,  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
ftate  ;  or  Ihall  difcover  to  our  enemies,  the  paf- 
fages  which  lead  to  our  country,  Ihall  be  put  to 
death  as  a  traytor,  even  though  he  were  the 
governor  himfelf.  Murder  and  adultery  alfo 
are  punifhed  with  death  :  unlefs  it  fhould  appear 
in  the  laft  cafe,  that  the  guilty  party  was 
drawn  into  the  commifiion  of  that  crime  by  the 

nians  alfo  expelled  a  member  of  the  Areopagus,  for  treating  a 
bird  inhofpitabiy,  that  took  fhelter  in  his  bofom  from  a  hawk. 

[£]  I  am  much  pleafed  with  the  following  epitaph  at  Lou> 
vain. — “Philip  Verkeyen  do&or  andprofeffor  of phyfic  ordered 
his  mortal  part  to  be  buried  here  in  the  church-yard  :  that  he 
might  not  pollute  the  church,  and  infect  it  with  noxious 
dHuvia.1’  See  Keyjkfi  Travels,  Vol.hp*  270, 

art 
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art  and  contrivancce  of  the  hufband  and  wife. 
And  all  attempts  to  commit  any  of  thefe  crimes 
fhall  be  feverely  punifhed  with  a  fine  and  ini- 
prifonment. 

When  any  one  is  unable  to  pay  his  debts, 
his  creditors  are  to  make  an  application  to  the 
proper  infpeftors,  who  are  carefully  to  examine 
into  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  failure,  and  report  it 
to  the  fenate.  If  the  fenate  finds  it  to  arife  from 
Ioffes,  illnefs,  or  unavoidable  misfortunes,  his 
debts  are  to  be  difcharged  out  of  the  public 
flock.  But  if  he  is  found  to  be  reduced  by  a 
criminal  and  faulty  condudt,  his  goods  are  to  be 
publickly  fold  to  pay  his  debts,  and  he  is  further 
to  be  punifhed  for  his  ill  behaviour. 

Whoever  challenges  another  to  fight  a  duel, 
and  whoever  accepts  of  fuch  a  challenge,  is  not 
only  to  be  fined  and  imprifoned  for  one  year, 
but  alfo  to  be  turned  out  of  their  citizenfhip, 
the  firft  for  feven  years,  and  the  other  for  three: 
and  during  the  year  of  their  imprifonment  muff 
Hand  expofed  to  public  fhame  four  times,  for 
the  fpace  of  one  hour  each  time  at  our  quar¬ 
terly  public  meetings  in  the  chief  town  [*']. 

[/]  This,  I  fuppofe,  is  like  our  pillory  in  England,  and  would 
be  a  very  proper  and  ignominious  punifhment  for  our  dueliils. 
— Du  Pratzin  his  Hijiory  of  Louifiana,  VoL  II.  p.  165,  tells  us, 
that  if  any  of  the  young  people  there  happen  to  fight  (which 

But 
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But  if  any  one  kills  another  in  a  duel,  he  is 
accounted  guilty  of  wilful  murder,  and  is  pu- 
niflied  with  death. 


The  head  or  heads  of  every  family  are  in 
fome  meafure  anfwerable  for  the  faults  and  ill 
behaviour  of  every  perfon  in  it,  efpecially  their 
children.  And  all  the  families  in  every  town  or 
parifii  are  anfwerable  for  the  faults  or  crimes 
of  every  perlon  in  it,  unlefs  they  bring  the 
offender  to  juftice:  that  thereby  it  may  be  the 
care  of  every  one  to  confult  the  good  of  the 
whole,  and  to  permit  no  idle  vagabond,  nor 
publickly  wicked  or  immoral  perfon  to  live 
quietly  among  them.  And  whoever  indicates 
or  excites  another  to  the  commiffion  of  any 
crime,  or  is  an  accomplice  with  him,  muft  fuffer 
the  fame  punifhment  with  the  offender. 


All  forts  of  fifh  in  the  rivers,  and  all  fowls, 
birds  and  animals  which  are  wild,  are  free  for 
every  one  to  take  and  kill.  But  the  fenate  has 
power  to  limit  the  feafons  for  fifhing,  hunting 
and  (hooting,  and  alfo  the  fize  of  the  fifh,  under 
which  they  ought  not  to  be  killed,  that  the  game 
and  fifhery  be  not  deftroyed. 


he  adds  he  never  favv  or  heard  of  during:  the  whole  time  he  re- 
fided  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  marches,  they  threaten  to  put 
them  in  a  hut  at  a  great  distance  from  their  nation,  as  perfon* 
unworthy  to  live  among  others. 

Whoever 
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Whoever  hurts  or  injures  another,  cither  in 
his  perfon,  houfe,  goods,  &c.  through  folly  or 
carelefinels,  is  obliged  to  make  him  fuch  a 
fatisfadion  and  recompenfe  as  the  jury  or  lenate 
fhall  determine.  But  if  it  is  done  defignedly, 
he  muft  make  a  full  fatisfadion,  and  pay  a  fine 
alfo.  And  whoever  mocks  or  affronts  any  one, 
meeriy  on  account  of  lamenefs,  blind nefs,  or  any 
other  natural  infirmity,  muft  make  a  proper  ac- 
knowlegement  to  the  injured  perfon  for  his 
offence. 

As  we  live  upon  our  own  fmall  eftates  with 
very  little  trade  ;  no  one  can  receive  any  ufury 
or  intereft  from  another  for  any  money  or  goods 
lent  to  him :  unlefs  for  good  reafons,  and  with 
the  confent  of  the  fen  ate. 

Whoever  wilfully  fpreads  any  lies  or  falfe 
reports  of  another,  to  injure  his  charader  and 
reputation,  muft  publickly  afk  his  pardon  ;  and 
pay  a  fine  both  to  the  perfon  injured,  and  alfo 
to  the  public.  And  if  any  one  falfely  afperfes 
another’s  character,  only  for  want  of  prudence 
and  better  confideration,  he  fhall  be  punifhed 
as  the  jury  or  lenate  fhall  dired,  that  it  may 
lead  all  perfons  to  a  habit  of  caution  upon  fo 
very  tender  a  point. 


The 
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The  more  effectually  to  preferve  innocence 
and  modefty  untainted,  whoever  talks  or  behaves 
indecently,  and  contrary  to  the  rules  of  chaftity 
and  purity  of  manners,  is  punifhable  for  it. 
And  all  immoral  and  obicene  books,  prints, 
pictures  &c  ;  are  ordered  to  be  burnt ;  and 
thofe  that  have  them,  to  be  fined,  as  encou- 
ragers  of  vice  [k]. 

If  a  fenator,  juryman,  or  infpeCtor,  or  any 
other  magiftrate  accepts  of  a  bribe  or  prefent 
from  any  one,  on  account  of  a  caufe  to  be 
tryed  by  him,  he  (hall  on  conviction  be  deprived 
of  his  office  and  citizenfhip  for  ever,  and  be 
further  fined  or  imprifoned  according  to  the 
heinoufnefs  of  his  crime.  For  all  bad  magi¬ 
strates  are  to  be  more  exemplarily  punifhed 
than  others  *,  as  it  is  the  very  defign  and  nature 
of  their  office  to  extirpate  vice,  and  to  be  the 
guardians  of  innocence  and  virtue. 

No  oaths  are  adminiftered  among  11s,  but  on 
extraordinary  occafions  :  and  then  they  are 

M  Thus  the  Lacedemonians  caufed  the  books  of  ArchL 
lochias,  one  of  the  greateft  poets,  to  be  bamfhed  from  their 
city,  becaufe  they  thought  them  not  modeft  or  chafle 
enough  to  be  read ;  left  the  minds  and  manners  of  their 
children  fhould  be  corrupted  by  them.  See  Valerius  Maximus, 
B.  VI.  ch.  3. 
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given  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  [/].  And  who¬ 
ever  is  guilty  of  perjury,  is  not  only  fined  and 
imprifoned,  but  is  deprived  of  his  citizenffiip 
for  fome  years.  But  if  it  clearly  appears  from 
the  concurrence  of  feveral  circumftances,  that 
he  wilfully  defigned  by  his  perjury  to  have 
taken  away  the  life  of  another,  his  puniffiment 
is  death. 

Whoever  fwears  or  curfes,  or  ufes  the  name 
of  God  irreverently,  pays  a  final!  fine  for  the  firfl: 
offence,  which  is  to  be  doubled  every  time  he  is 
guilty  of  it. 

No  one  can  hold  two  civil,  or  two  military 
offices,  or  be  minifter  of  two  pariffies  ^  as  he 


[/]  To  every  good  man  it  muff  be  a  melancholy  confideration, 
that  fo  great  a  number  of  ufelefs  and  unneceffary  oaths  fhould 
be  required  for  molt  offices  among  us  :  efpecially  as  fome  of 
them  (particularly  that  of  the  churchwardens)  are  almoil  im- 
poffible  to  be  performed  ;  by  which  many  perfons  become  per¬ 
jured  every  year.  And  the  loofe,  trifling  and  carelefs  manner, 
in  which  they  are  too  often  adminiflered,  prevents  and  deflroys 
the  very  defign  of  them.  They  are  alfo  lately  introduced  at 
the  elections  for  members  of  Parliament,  where  the  ele&ors  are 
fometimes  fworn  that  they  have  received  no  manner  of  bribe  or 
reward  for  their  votes,  though  it  is  well  known,  how  much 
bribery  and  corruption  prevail.  But  were  there  a  fincere  re¬ 
gard  and  concern  for  religion  prevailing  among  us,  moll  of 
thefe  oaths  would  be  abolifhed,  fince  they  are  found  by  expe¬ 
rience  not  fufficient  to  reftrain  wicked  perfons,  and  only  tend 
to  increafe  perjury  in  the  nation. 
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cannot  faithfully  dilcharge  the  duties  of  both 
places  at  one  and  the  fame  time. 

The  fenate  has  power  to  fix  the  price  of  corn 
and  cattle,  of  bread,  meat,  labour  and  all 
other  things,  to  prevent  any  unjuft  combi¬ 
nations. 

Every  perfon  who  is  imprifoned  for  any 
offence,  muft  be  employed  during  that  time,  in 
fuch  laborious  woiks,  as  are  ot  publick  ufe  and 
benefit.  And  every  bad  hufhand,  wife  or  child, 
every  idle  and  drunken  perfon  may  be  confined 
by  the  fenate  in  a  bettering  houfe  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  work. 

i 

All  the  public  roads  are  about  twenty-five 
yards  broad,  run  ftraight  and  regular,  have  a 
cau ie way  oi  loot  path  railed  on  one  fide,  and  at 
tne  end  oi  every  mile,  have  a  (lone  erected,  cn 
which  is  inferibed  the  diftance  from  one  place 
to  another.  And  none  are  permitted  to  encroach 
upon  them  by  any  fort  of  buildings,  nor 
to  plant  any  trees  clofe  to  them  without 
firft  having  the  confent  of  the  fenate.  The 
fenate  has  alfo  fixed  the  breadth  of  waggons, 
carts,  and  all  other  carriages,  and  of  their 
wheels,  that  the  roads  may  be  the  better  pre- 

M  They  have  in  Holland  houfes  of  correal  on  called  by 
this  name;  in  which  diflolute,  idle,  and  drunken  perfons  are 
confined  till  they  are  reformed  and  made  better. 

ferved. 
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ferved.  And  as  the  body  of  the  carriage  is  low, 
and  the  diftance  between  the  two  oppohte 
wheels  is  ordered  to  be  about  feven  feet,  we  fel- 
dom  hear  of  any  unhappy  accident  befalling 
them  ;  for  if  a  wheel  or  the  axle  tree  breaks, 
the  carriage  only  leans  on  one  fide,  and  feldom 
or  never  overturns. 

Since  we  are  all  brethren,  and  God  has 
<?iven  to  all  men  a  natural  right  to  liberty,  we 
allow  of  no  flavery  among  11s  :  unlefs  a  perfon 
forfeits  his  freedom  by  his  crimes  [0]. 

\  '  • 

[0]  It  is  furprizing  that  the  Englifh,  who  fhew  the  greatefl 
abhorrence  of  flavery,  fhould  ad  fo  contrary  to  io  noble  and 
generous  a  principle,  and  carry  every  year  fo  many  thoufand 
negroes  from  their  own  country,  their  families,  and  every  thing 
which  is  dear  to  them,  and  plunge  them  and  their  poilerity 
into  a  date  of  perpetual  and  irretrievable  bondage.  They  are 
chiefly  tranfported  to  the  Welt  Indies,  where  too  many  of  their 
Englifh  mailers  have  but  little  religion,  and  lels  humanity. 
In  fome  places,  no  day  is  exempted  from  labour,  except 
Saturday  afternoons  and  Sunday  :  and  the  negroes  are  obliged 
to  work  on  the  grounds  which  are  allotted  them  for  their  own 
fubfiftence,  which  is  chiefly  yams.  In  other  places  where 
their  provifions  are  given  them,  a  pint  of  Indian  corn,  and  a 
herring  is  all  the  food  they  are  allowed  during  a  hot  and  toil- 
fome  day,  that  their  mailers  may  be  idle,  rich  and  luxurious. 
—Surely  fugar  and  tobacco  &c.  are  not  fo  abfolutely  ncceffary 
to  our  happinefs,  as  tojuflify  fuch  inhuman  and  cruel  proceed¬ 
ings  !  —  The  chief  argument  alledged  in  favour  of  this  trade 
is,  that  thefe  flaves  are  taken  captive  in  war,  and  might  per¬ 
haps  otherwife  be  facrificed  to  their  Gods. — But  in  truth  and 
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Whoever  deals  any  thing  from  another,  or 
cheats  or  over-reaches  him,  muft  make  fome 

reality,  it  is  the  Europeans  themfelves,  who  are  often  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  wars  among  the  African  negroes :  and  it  is  to  pur- 
chafe  our  brandy  and  other  goods,  that  they  not  only  wafte  and 
depopulate  their  neighbour’s  territories,  but  fometimes  even 
their  own  country,  to  procure  haves  for  us.  Thus  Moore,  in 
bis  travels  into  Africa,  p.  65,  66,  87  and  9iy  tells  us,  that  when 
the  king  of  Barfally  wants  goods  or  brandy  of  the  Englilh, 
he  ravages  fome  of  his  neighbours  towns,  feizing  the  poor  peo¬ 
ple,  and  felling  them  for  fuch  commodities  as  he  wants.  But  if 
he  is  not  at  war  with  any  of  his  neighbours ;  he  then  falls  upon 
one  of  his  own  towns,  and  ufes  his  own  fubjeds  in  the  fame 
manner . — Another  argument  made  ufe  of  to  juftify  the  have 
trade  is,  tnat  tne  white  people  cannot  work  the  fugars  and  to¬ 
bacco  j  and  that  therefore  if  we  did  not  employ  negroes,  the 
French  and  Spaniards  would  engrofs  all  that  trade.  To  which. 
I  anfwer,  that  if  our  colonies  had  no  haves  at  all,  they  would 
very  probably  loon  find  out  fome  caller  method  of  cultivating 
thole  plants.  But  if  they  could  not  do  this,  yet  I  cannot  fee, 
how  any  nation  can_be  juftified  in  doing  what  is  contrary  to  all 
the  laws  of  nature,  goodnefs  and  humanity,  only  to  get  money 
and  aggrandife  themfelves.  If  this  may  be  done  in  any  one 
article,  what  can  prevent  it  from  being  extended  to  every  thing 
clfc?  The  numbei  of  perlons  carried  every  year  from  Africa, 
mto  havery  is  exceeding  great :  for  the  learned  author  of  the 
importance  of  the  African  expedition  to  the  River  Senegal  allures 
us,  that  m  the  year  1725,  the  Portuguefe  alone  carried  away 
one  hundred  thoufand  haves,  and  the  other  Europeans  as  many. 

And  though  it  is  the  intereil  of  the  planters  to  treat  them 
with  humanity,  and  to  make  their  havery  eafy  to  them,  that 
they  may  be  the  better  able  to  endure  labour,  and  live  the 
longer  :  yet  Hughes,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  p.  14,  fays,  that 

their  hard  labour,  and  oi  tea  the  want  of  neceharies  dehroy  3 
number  ot  them, 

4  v‘|ld,v  reflitutioii. 
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reftitution  to  the  perfon,  and  pay  a  fine  to  the 
public.  If  the  thief  or  cheat  cannot  be  found, 
then  the  town  or  parifh  mult  make  fuch  a  fatif- 
faftion  to  the  perfon  for  his  lofs,  as  the  judges 
or  fenate  fhall  determine. 

The  fenate  is  enjoined  to  eftablifh  fumptuary 
laws,  and  carefully  to  guard  againft  the  firfl 
introduction  of  all  forts  of  luxury  :  and  to  pro¬ 
hibit  all  thofe  arts  and  trades,  which  minifter 
only  to  idlenefs  and  pride,  and  the  unneceffary 
refinements  and  embellifhments  of  life,  which  are 
the  certain  fore-runners  of  the  ruin  of  every 
ftate.  And  though  it  is  very  commendable  to 
be  neat  and  cleanly  in  our  apparel,  yet  nothing 
is  more  contrary  to  a  wife  and  rational  conduct, 
than  to  lay  out  too  much  thought  and  expence 
upon  it ;  and  a  frequent  change  of  fafhions 
fhews  a  vain  and  trifling  mind.  The  fenate 
have  therefore  regulated  every  one’s  drefs  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  age  and  fex  :  it  is  plain,  decent 
and  becoming,  but  no  diamonds  or  jewels, 
no  gold  or  filver  lace,  or  other  finery  are 
allowed  of,  left  pride  and  vanity,  the  love  of 
fhew  and  pomp  fhould  ideal  in  among  us  by 
imperceptible  degrees.  Only  fools  and  ideots 
are  obliged  to  wear  fome  gold,  filver,  or  fine 
laces,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  thofe  of  better 
fenfe.  An  effeminate  fop  or  beau  (being  a  dis¬ 
grace  to  men)  is  to  be  fined  and  employed  in  the 

G  3  bettering 


36  ACCOUNT  OF  Lett.  VII. 

bettering  houfe  in  fome  dirty  and  laborious 
public  works  :  and  the  more  effectually  to  curb 
the  defires  of  the  female  lex,  and  keep  them  in 
due  bounds  in  thefe  particulars  ;  it  is  decreed, 
that  if  they  drefs  above  their  rank,  or  contrary 
to  the  laws,  they  final]  not  only  be  fined  for  it, 
but  fhall  be  obliged  to  appear  abroad  for  one 
year  afterwards,  in  a  drefs  below  their  ftation, 
as  a  juft  punifhment  for  their  vanity  and  love  of 
oftentation  [p]. 


We  alfo  forbid  cards,  dice  and  all  games  of 
chance,  under  the  penalty  of  fines  and  imprifon- 


[*]  Thus  at  Geneva,  a  chamber  of  reform,  which  meets 
once  a  week,  is  inftituted  to  prevent  (if  poffible)  the  introduc¬ 
tion  and  increafe  of  luxury.  This  regulates  the  drefs  of  both 
men  and  women,  and  forbids  them  to  have  any  fine  tapedry, 
paintings  or  looking  glaffcs  above  a  certain  value.  See  Keate's 
Account  of  Geneva,  p .  158,  &c.~ — Our  lives  and  manners 
are  in  fome  meafure  influenced  by  our  drefs,  and  therefore,  as 
Dionvjius  of  Halicurnajfus ,  B.  VII.  tells  us,  when  Ariflodemus 
the  tyrant  of  Cumae  wanted  to  corrupt  and  enervate  the  young 
men  there,  he  commanded  them  to  let  their  hair  grow  in  the 


fafnion  of  the  young  women,  to  wear  flowers  and  curls,  and  to 
lie  up  their  curls  in  little  bags  of  network;  to  drefs  themfelves 
in  embroider’d  coats  reaching  down  to  their  ancles,  to  cover 
themfelves  with  foft  cloaks,  and  to  live  in  the  fhade  :  they 
were  alfo  taught  to  darice,  and  to  play  on  the  flute  and  other 
kinds  of  mufick,  being  attended  to  thefe  fchools  by  women  fer- 
yants  vyith  umbrellas  and  fans.— Being  educated  thus  till  they 
were  twenty  years  of  age,  how  foft  and  effeminate  mud  they 
become,  unfit  for  any  thing  that  is  excellent  and  valuable,  and 
ffamefully  attached  only  to  foppery,  drefs  and  triiles  r 
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mene  in  a  bettering  houfe.  Nor  are  plays,  in¬ 
terludes  or  theatrical  entertainments  allowed  of, 
among  us,  nor  any  public  places  of  expence 
and  pieafure,  left  they  fnouid  hurt  our  morals 
or  effeminate  our  minds  ;  encourage  indolence, 
and  feduce  the  induftrious  from  their  neceflary 
bufinefs  and  employments,  which  would  loon 
render  labour  and  diligence  difagreeable  and 
irkibme,  and  confequently  prove  the  ruin  of  our 
ftate  [q]. 

Tue  governor  appoints  a  treafurer  to  receive 
the  public  fines  and  t  axes ,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  public  money,  flock  of  wheat,  &c.  The 
fenate  fixes  the  lalaries  allowed  the  governor, 
the  minifters,  public  fchoohmafters,  and  who- 


[^]  The  prohibiting  public  plays  &c.  among  the  Ceflares, 
feems  to  be  very  juft  and  right,  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  theirs  is.  For 
though  the  theatre  (if  well  regulated)  might  be  made  a  power¬ 
ful  inftrument  to  infpire  public  virtue,  and  the  molt  noble  and 
exalted  fentiments :  yet  experience  fhews  us,  how  it  degene¬ 
rates  into  trifling  and  ludicrous  entertainments,  and  too  fre¬ 
quently  excites  vicious  ideas.  Eefides  which,  drefs,  aftion  and 
elocution  are  too  apt  to  inflame  the  paflions,  inftead  of  bringing 
them  under  the  wife  and  regular  government  of  calm  and  fober 
reafon.  It  alfo  greatly  tends  to  feduce  people  from  their  bufl- 
nefs,  and  to  make  labour  and  induftry  difagreeable  to  them. 
For  thefe  reafons  the  people  of  Geneva  will  not  fufFer  a  theatre 
to  be  ere£led  in  their  territories.  And  Rolling  in  his  ancient 
hiftory ,  VoL  V.  B.  io.  fhews,  how  the  paflion  for  theatrical 
entertainments  at  Athens,  was  one  of  the  principal  caufesof  the 
degeneracy  and  corruption  of  that  ftate. 

G  q. 
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ever  elfe  employs  his  time  in  the  fervice  of  the 
public  ;  which  are  paid  them  by  the  treafurer. 
And  the  governor  is  further  empowered  to  order 
him  to  pay  fuch  allowances  as  he  judges  proper, 
to  thofe  who  are  fick,  aged,  or  incapable  of  fup- 
porting  themfelves,  and  alfo  to  give  rewards  to 
the  authors  of  any  uleful  inventions,  An  exadfc 
account  of  all  which  is  conftantly  kept  by  the 
treafurer,  which  any  citizen  may  freely  exa¬ 
mine. 

Be  for.  e  any  town  can  be  built,  the  ground 
is  carefully  examined,  or  bored,  that  if  any  ufe- 
ful  mines  of  coal,  iron  &c.  fhoukl  be  difcovered, 
no  buildings  may  be  erected  thereon,  but  it 
mult  be  left  foi  the  public  benefit.  The  ffreets 
of  eveiy  town  are  laid  out  by  the  governor,  or 
one  appointed  by  him  *,  are  thirty  yards  broad, 
ftraight  and  regular,  croffing  one  another  at 
right  angles.  And  as  all  the  houfes  in  the  fame 
fti eet  (public  buildings  excepted)  have  the  fame 
appeal ance,  form  and  oimenfions,  the  ftreets 
are  uniform  and  regular,  and  no  one  outvies  his 
neighbour  :  but  in  the  back  part  of  the  houfes, 
in  the  yards,  gardens  &c.  every  one  may  build 
as  he  pleales,  provided  he  does  not  injure,  over¬ 
look  or  darken  his  neighbours.  Proper  regula¬ 
tions  are  alio  made,  that  every  town  may  be 
kept  clean  }  and  no  nulances  are  permitted,  nor 
any  noify,  unwholefome  or  dilagreeable  trades 
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allowed  of  in  the  ftreets ;  but  for  all  fuch,  proper 
places  are  affigned  at  a  diftance. 

As  our  eftates  are  but  fmall,  no  one  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  plant  any  trees,  fo  near  as  to  fpread 
any  of  their  branches  over  his  neighbour’s 
grounds.  The  hedges  on  the  fouth  and  eafl: 
lides  of  every  one’s  fhare,  belong  to  the  owner 
of  that  fhare,  together  with  fuch  other  hedges 
as  border  on  the  public  roads  :  and  he  is  obliged 
to  repair  and  conftantly  to  keep  up  thefe 
bounds,  and  is  anfwerable  for  whatever  damage 
arifes  from  a  negledt  of  it. 


At  the  trials  of  all  civil  and  criminal  caufe^ 
at  the  eledtions  for  feriators,  jurymen,  infpeflors 
and  all  other  magiftrates,  and  in  all  affairs  tran- 
fafted  in  the  fenate  &c.  the  votes  are  given  by 
ballot,  that  every  one  may  vote  freely,  and  with¬ 
out  any  reftraint :  and  that  bribery  and  corrup¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  perfonal  feuds  and  animofities, 
may  be  prevented.  No  one  is  allowed  to  vote 
in  any  caufe,  in  which  he  himfelf  is  concerned. 
Nor  can  any  one  vote  by  proxy,  thofe  only 
having  a  power  to  vote,  who  are  actually 

\' 

The  fenate  is  enjoined  to  fee,  that  there  is 
always  kept  a  public  (lock  of  wheat,  fufficient 
to  ferve  the  whole  nation  for  two  or  three  years, 

*  >-  *  -  -  •  •  -  •  • "  ■  ■ " '  to 
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to  fupply  the  inhabitants  in  any  time  of 
fcarcity  [r], 

i 

X-.A.3I  ty,  lines  hiltory  informs  us,  that  great 
changes  and  revolutions  have  happened  in  moft 
ftates,  1 10m  the  lelfim  or  wicked  views  of  one 
CA  more  perions,  who,  to  gratify  their  own  am¬ 
bitious  or  revengeful  pafiions,  have  made  no 
fcruple  todeftroy  the  wifelt  government,  and  the 
belt  laws  and  regulations  for  the  public  good  : 
fo  if  this  fhould  ever  be  the  cafe  in  cur  land ; 
let  him  who  fhall  reftore  our  laws  and  conllitu- 
tion  again  to  their  original  force  and  influence, 
be  called  the  father  of  his  country . 

I  am,  &c. 

[>•]  Chardin,  in  his  travels  into  Perfta,  f.  74,  informs  us, 
that  the  Tartars  and  all  the  country  people  in  the  Ealt,  ftore 
up  their  corn  and  their  forage  in  deep  pits  under  ground ; 
which  they  cover  fo  exadly,  that  only  they  who  made  the  pits 
can  tell  where  to  find  them.— The  Hungarians  lay  up  their 
corn  in  caves  under  ground.  See  Brown's  travels,  p.  7.  and 
Varro  de  Re  Rujlica,  B.  I .  ch.  5 .  tells  us,  that  corn  will  keep  good 
fifty  years  in  the  ear  in  Italy,  provided  it  is  flint  up  dole  in 
lubterranean  pits  or  caverns,  and  inclofed  on  every  fide  with 
flraw. — But  in  1707,  a  granary  was  difcovered  at  Mentz  in 
Germany,  which  had  Iain  concealed  1 54  years  \  and  the  corn 
was  found  under  a  Stratum  of  clay  or  loam,  without  being  the 
(eaft  damaged.  See  Kcyjler's  travels,  Vol.  IV.  p.  192. 
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letter  viii. 

J  V  ~ 


A  def crip  lion  of  the  country.  The  Situation  of 
Salem ,  their  chief  town ,  and  how  it  is  built. 
Of  the  public  roads,  and  divifion  of  the  land  into 
Shares.  The  eflates  being  but  fmall  and  well  cul¬ 
tivated,  the  country  appears  very  beautiful.  .  They 
allow  of  no  luxury  or  expenfve  fafhions,  njethng 
the  pride  and  pomp  of  other  nations ,  and  the  un- 
necefary  refinements  and  embellijhments  ^  of  life. 
What  their  food  chiefly  confifis  of .  They  drink 
but  little  beer  or  wine,  but  have  grateful  teas,  and 
milk  in  plenty.  Their  employments.  Their  labour 
not  great ,  and  fhewn  to  be  moderate  from  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  finall  number  of  per fans,  who  in 
other  countries  provide  all  the  neceffaries  of  life.. 
Their  great  harmony  and  union,  and  what  it  is 
owing  to.  None  poor  or  in  want  among  them . 
Hhe  author  concludes  with  a  pathetic  defcription  of  _ 

the  happinefs  of  their  ft  ate • 

£  *'<•  »  •* 


Dear  Sir, 


Mar.  6,  1620. 


1C  O  M  E  in  the  laft  place  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  this  country-,  and  of  our  employ¬ 
ments,  -and  manner  of  life. 


* 
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As  the  country  round  about  us  is  not  inha¬ 
bited,  we  have  a  very  confiderable  trad:  of  land 
which  we  call  our  own. '  It  is  bounded  on  three 
Tides  by  high  and  craggy  rocks  and  mountains, 
and  on  the  fourth  by  a  large  river,  which  for  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  year  rolls  with  fuch  a 
torrent,  as  to  render  it  difficult  and  hazardous 
to  crois  it.  The  climate  is  temperate,  the  air 
healthy,  the  foil  fertile,  and  the  face  of  the 
country  very  pleafant. 

Our  chief  town  is  called  Salem,  to  remind 
us  of  that  peace  and  union  which  ought  to 
reign  among  us.  It  is  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a 
fquare,  is  about  a  mile  on  each  fide,  and  fituated 
near  the  middle  of  our  country,  on  a  large  fertile 
plain  on  a  moderately  high  ground :  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  woods,  marffies,  lakes  or  ftagnant 
waters  j  but  has  a  fine  ftream  of  clear  and  whole- 
fome  water,  which,  at  it’s  entrance  into  the  town, 
being  divided  into  feveral  channels,  runs  through 
moft  of  the  principal  ftreets  [/]. 

4  .  *  ^  v 

r  « 

[l]  By  this  defqription,  the  town  of  Salem  is  extremely  well 
fituated.  For  if  a  town  Hands  too  high,  the  air  is  (harp  and 
bleak  :  if  it  Hands  in  a  low  valley,  it  is  generally  damp  and 
unhealthy.  If  it  is  built  in  too  confined  a  place,  fhut  up  and 
furrounded  with  high  hills,  the  free  courfeof  the  wind  and  ait 
is  prevented,  and  it  becomes  uuwholefome,  and  is  very  hot  in 
the  fummer.  If  it  is  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  or  is  built  on 
feveral  little  hills,  it  is  very  troublefome  and  uneafy  both  to  the 

;  '  This 
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This  town  is  as  yet  but  thinly  built  and  in¬ 
habited,  but  is  laid  out  in  the  following  manner. 
The  ftreets  are  a  mile  long,  and  about  thirty- 
yards  broad,  run  quite  ftreight  and  regular,  and 
crofs  one  another  at  right  angles.  And  the 
name  of  every  ftreet  painted  in  large  letters,  and 
fixt  up  at  every  corner.  The  houfes  are  neat 
and  plain,  and  exa&ly  of  the  fame  form  and 

I  N 

inhabitants  and  their  horfes,  to  be  continually  going  up  or  down 
hill.  But  a  moderately  high  and  level  ground  is  certainly  the 
mod  convenient  fkuation,  as  well  as  the  mod  healthy.  If  a 
town  is  furrounded  with  large  woods,  they  prevent  the  free  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  air,  make  it  damp  and  unwholefome :  and  all 
low,  marlhy  grounds,  fens,  lakes  and  llagnating  waters  give  bad 
exhalations,  and  produce  agues  and  putrid  fevers.  —  Thus 
Rome  becomes  fickly,  whenever  the  fouthern  winds  prevail, 
which  come  from  the  neighbouring  fens  and  morafles :  and  the 
fevers  which  rage  at  Bareith  in  Germany  every  year,  are  thought 
to  be  owing  to  a  large  lake  near  it ;  a  great  part  of  which  is 
over-run  with  weeds,  which  rot  in  autumn,  and  lend  out  noxious 
effluvia  :  the  cities  alfo  of  Ravenna  and  Stutgard  are  become 
more  healthy,  fince  the  neighbouring  marfhes  and  ponds  have 
been  drained.  See  Keyjlers  travels,  Vol.  II.  p.  29.  andVol.  I1L 
p.  70.  and  VoL  IV.  p.  1 67. — Befides  thefe  things.,  the  foil 
fhould  alfo  be  confidered,  for  a  rocky  foil  is  very  difagreeable 
and  barren,  is  cold  in  winter,  and  hot  in  fummer.  A  clayey 
foil  retains  the  rains,  and  confequently  makes  the  air  damp 
and  unhealthy.  A  chalky  and  a  Tandy  foil  are  generally  dry 
and  wholefome,  but  they  are  not  very  fruitful :  the  firil  is  flip- 
pery  after  rain,  and  the  water  of  the  laft  is  fcarce  and  feldom 
good.  But  the  bell  foil  in  almoll  all  refpe&s  is  a  good  mould  , 
a  little  inclining  to  a  fand  or  gravel :  or  dfe  a  good  brick 
earth,  which  laft  is  the  moft  fruitful. 
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flze,  which  makes  an  agreeable  uniformity  in 
all  the  ftreets.  They  are  built  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  one  another,  to  enjoy  a  more  free 
air,  and  to  prevent  accidental  fires  from  fpread- 
ing  their  flames  to  the  neighbouring  houfes  [m]. 
And  we  allow  every  houfea  little  fpot  of  ground 
for  a  yard,  garden  and  other  neceffary  ufes :  the 
whole  with  the  houfe  being  about  fifty  two  yards 
in  front,  and  129  in  depth.  The  houfes  are 
low,  confiding  only  of  two  floors,  but  have  fe- 
veral  rooms  on  each  floor,  and  are  covered  on 
the  top  with  a  terrace,  where  in  the  fummer  we 
frequently  enjoy  the  fre/h  air.  Nor  muft  I 
omit  to  mention,  that  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftreets,  aromatic  trees  and  fhrubs  are  planted  at 
proper  diftances,  to  perfume  the  air,  and  render 
it  the  more  healthy  \jf\. 

[m\  Juan  and  Ulloa  allure  us,  that  there  is  a  certain  tree  at 
Panama,  with  which  they  build  their  houfes ;  which  has  this 
property,  that  if  any  fire  is  laid  on  the  floor,  or  againft  the  walls 
built  with  this  wood,  it  only  makes  a  hole  without  flaming-, 
and  is  generally  extinguiflied  of  itfelf  by  it’s  own  alhes.  See 
their  voyage  to  South  America ,  Vol  .1.  p.  i  1 9.— In  The  Laboratory , 
or  School  of  Arts,  it  is  faid,  that,  if  equal  parts  of  brickduft, 
allies,  and  filings  of  iron,  be  put  into  a  pot  with  glew  water, 
or  fize,  and  fet  on  the  fire  till  it  is  warm  ;  and  then  be  well 
Aired  together  ;  the  woodwork,  which  is  well'walhed  over  .with 
it,  and  again  once  more,  when  it  is  dry,  will  be  proof  againft  fire. 

[n\  These  muft  make  the  town  extremely  pleafant  and 
healthy,  owing  to  the  grateful  effluvia  which  they  emit.  And 
it  is  remarkable,  that  the  ifle  of  Ternate  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
became  fickly,  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  cut  down  their  clove 
trees* 
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Several  of  our  public  roads  are  finifhed, 
and  many  more  are  marked  out  over  a  confide- 
rable  part  of 'the  country.  They  are  twenty- 
five  yards  broad,  run  in  ftreight  lines,  cutting 
one  another  at  right  angles  at  every  mile’s  di- 
flance  ;  and  thereby  divide  the  land  into  fquares 
of  a  mile  on  each  fide.  Every  fuch  fquare  is 
divided  into  (hares,  between  thirty-five  and  fifty 
acres,  according  to  the  nature  and  fruitfulnefs 
of  the  foil.  And  the  owner  of  eyery  fhare 
builds  a  houfe  near  the  middle  of  his  eftate, 
that  he  may  the  more  eafily  cultivate  every  parr 
of  it. 

Thus  the  inhabited  part  of  the  country,  being 
divided  into  fmall  fhares,  is  well  cultivated  and 
improved:  and  the  houfes  being  built  at  a 
diftance  from  each  other,  furrounded  with  gar¬ 
dens  and  orchards,  with  arable  fields,  and  green 
paftures  abounding  with  fheep  and  cattle,  the 
whole  land  prefents  a  mofl  delightful  and  agree¬ 
able  profpeft,  and  appears  like  one  beautiful  and 
fruitful  garden. 

I  am  fenfible  that  to  thofe  who  place  their 
chief  happinefs  in  pomp,  grandeur  and  the  re¬ 
finements  of  luxury,  we  muft  appear  in  a  mean 
and  delpicable  light,  void  of  all  tafte  and  deli¬ 
cacy,  becaufe  we  have  no  gold  or  filver  to  boa(t 
of,  no  fideboards  of  plate  to  make  a  fhow  of, 
no  grand  houfes,  no  fumptuous  furniture,  no 
fine  or  gaudy  apparel,  nor  any  foreign  trade 

and  commerce  to  introduce  among  us  thofe 
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expenfive  faffiions  and  needlels  fuperfluities, 
which  come  by  degrees  to  be  confidered  as  the 
real  neceflaries  of  life  [>].  Our  fields  and 
gardens,  our  fioclcs  herds  and  poultry  are  our 
only  riches,  fupply  all  our  wants,  and  with  thefe 
we  are  contented,  being  happily  ignorant  of  the 
vices  of  other  nations,  and  free  from  the  defire 
of  thofe  foolilh  refinements,  and  vain  embeiliffi- 
ments  of  life,  which  caufe  fo  many  perfons  in 
Europe  to  deftroy  the  peace  of  their  own 
minds,  and  to  involve  themfelves  and  others  in 
difficulties,  want  and  ruin.  We  on  the  contrary 
are  extremely  careful  to  prevent  the  introdu&ion 
of  luxury,  and  of  that  pride  of  life,  which  are 
the  bane  of  public  virtue,  the  great  fource  of 
corruption  of  manners,  and  have  been  the  ruin 
of  all  the  moft  flourilhing  ftates  in  the  world  [/>]. 

[5]  Scopas  the  rich  ThefTalian,  being  afked  by  a  friend  for 
a  piece  of  furniture,  which  he  thought  was  of  no  ufe  to  him, 
becaufe  it  was  fuperfluous.  He  replyed;  alas,  my  friend,  tht 
chief  happinefs  of  our  lives  conflfts  in  thofe  things  which  are 
ufelefs  and  fuperfluous,  and  not  in  thofe  which  are  necelfary. 
See  Plutarch  on  covetoufnefs ,  and  his  life  of  Cato  the  Cen/or . 

[p]  So  long  as  the  Perflans,  Greeks  and  Romans  were  poor, 
and  lived  temperately,  they  were  free,  virtuous  and  happy  ; 
but  as  foon  as  riches  came  among  them,  they  immediately  funk 
into  an  effeminate  and  luxurious  life.  Then  felfifhnefs  and 
ambition,  a  general  difregard  to  the  public  good,  and  a  univer- 
fal  diffolutenefs  of  manners  fucceeded,  and  they  foon  loll  their 
liberty  and  virtue.  See  Montagu's  reflexions  on  the  rife  and  flail 

of  the  ancietit  Republics. - Cyrus  having  afked  Croefus,  how 

he  could  moft  effectually  enflave  the  Lydians,  who  had  revolted 
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You  may  pofiibly  think  that  thirty-five  or 
«ven  fifty  acres  of  land,  is  not  enough  to  fup- 

s 

from  him  :  he  advifed  him  to  debauch  their  manners,  and  to 
encourage  intemperance  among  them  :  for  the  chains  of  luxury 
are  eafily  borne,  and  the  hardefl  to  break  of  any  in  the  world. 
Accordingly  Cyrus  commanded  their  arms  to  be  taken  from 
them,  erebted  taverns,  gaming  houfes  and  Hews ;  enjoined  them 
to  wear  veils  and  bulkins,  and  to  teach  their  fons  to  ling,  to  play 
on  the  harp,  and  to  frequent  the  public  houfes.  And  thus  that 
nation  which  before  was  remarkable  for  their  indullry  and  va¬ 
lour,  now  dilfolved  in  eafe  and  luxury,  foon  became  a  prey  to 
their  own  doth  and  lazinefs.  See  fuflin,  B.  I.  ch.  7.  and  Hero - 
do tusy  B .  I. — And  to  perfons,  who  know  any  thing  of  the  extra¬ 
vagance  which  prevails  inmany  parts  of  Europe,  it  mull  plainly 
appear,  that  there  are  feveral  Hates  in  it,  which  feem  to  advance 
with  a  rapid  progrefs  to  their  ruin.  Stanyan  in  his  Account  of 
Svoitzerla?id,  p.  147,  148.  tells  us,  that  even  the  Switzers,  who 
have  been  remarkable  for  many  ages,  for  great  candour  in  their 
dealings,  and  fimplicity  in  their  drefs  and  manners,  have  of 
late  years  had  luxury  and  corruption  of  manners  introduced 
among  them.  And  that  with  regard  to  drefs,  if  the  magistrates 
had  not  wifely  interpofed,  and  put  a  curb  upon  their  vanity  by 
prohibiting  all  collly  apparel,  they  would  very  probably  have 
ruined  themfelves  by  it.  And  this  account  is  confirmed  by 
Refer,  VoL  I.  p.  2,  and  3.  who  aflures^us,  that  even  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  luxury,  pomp  and  an  infatuation  for  every  thing  that 
is  foreign  and  collly  have  lately  fpread  themfelves,  though  good 
regulations  have  not  been  wanting  nor  proper  endeavours  to 

reilrain  them  :  but  it  is  there,  as  it  is  in  other  places,  many 
wholefome  laws  are  made,  but  little  obferved.  At  Geneva, 
the  very  richell  inhabitants  are  not  allowed  a  fervice  of  plate  in 
the  city  ;  and  on  that  very  account  it  is  the  more  frequent  and 
collly  at  their  country  houfes.  And  in  fome  parts  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  where  the  women  are  Hill  under  fumptuary  laws,  in  re- 
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port  a  man  who  has  a  large  family  :  but  we  find 

it-  * 

fpefi  of  fine  cloaths  and  new  fafhions ;  they  repair,  as  foop  as 
the  lummer  permits  them,  to  the  German  Spaws,  there  to  give 
a  full  fcope  to  their  gaiety,  in  fpite  of  any  reftraints  of  their 
own  laws  at  home.  -I  wifh  I  could  fay  better  things  of  the 
Englifh,  but  what  vail  films  of  money  are  now  dedicated  to 
pieafure  among  ns,  fq  wandered  away  upon  finery  and  trifles, 
loft  in  gaming,  lavifhed  away  upon  delicacies  and  profufe  en¬ 
tertainments,  and  diffipated  in  levity  and  folly,  in  fenfual  gra¬ 
tifications  and  indulgences,  inftead  of  being  employed  for  the 
good  and  happinefs  of  others,  in  generous  and  benevolent 
actions,  while  fo  many  of  their  fellow  creatures  are  poor  and 
miferable  about  them  ?  Our  numerous  taverns  and  ale-houfes 

i  ^ 

encourage  idlenefs,  drinking  and  unneceftary  expences,  and 
are  the  bane  and  ruin  of  many :  and  our  places  of  public  diver¬ 
sions  adminifler  fo  many  temptations,  that  people  rnuft  have  a 
great  deal  of  refolution  and  felf  denial,  to  ftem  the  torrent  of 
an  idle  and  pleafurable  life,  and  not  be  led  into  a  greater 
expence  than  their  income  will  fupport.  And  even  thofe 
young  perfons  who  are  fill  educated  in  a  fober  frugal  and  vir¬ 
tuous  courfe;  yet  for  want  of  experience  and  knowlege  of  the 
world,  they  are  fopn  carried  away  by  the  ftream  of  cuftom  and 
fafhion  into  the  paths  of  gaiety  and  pieafure,  which  often  end 
in  vice  and  ruin.  Mr.  Cole ,  in  his  difcourfes  on  Luxury ,  juflly  pb- 
ferves,  that  an  oftentatious  extravagance  is  continually  difplay- 
ing  itfelf  at  London  arnongft  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men. 
An  emulous  endeavour  to  outvie  each  other  in  all  the  eleganp 
accommodations  of  life,  fecms  to  be  not  only  the  ruling  prin¬ 
ciple  of  a  few,  but  the  main  ambition  of  a  vaft  majority,  the 
chara&eriftic  and  almoft  univerfal  paffion  of  the  age.  Info- 
much  that  it  is  doubtful,  whether  the  commerce  of  vanity  and 
intemperance  be  not  the  principal  traffick  oi  the  nation  ;  and 
whether  vice  and  folly  do  not  fupport  as  great  a  trade  arnongft 
us,  as  all  the  arts  and  fciences,  which  are  any  wife  neceflary  or 
feiviceable  to  the  common-wealth. - 1  fhall  conclude  this 

note  with  Middleton  s  remarkable  words  in  his  life  of  Cicero ,  VoL 
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it  fully  fufficient  [<?].  We  have  not  only  corn 
of  all  forts,  beeves,  fheep  and  hogs,  but  plenty 
of  fowls,  ducks,  geefe,  turkies  and  pidgeons : 
the  neighbouring  mountains  alio  afford  us  goats, 
wildfowl  and  game  ;  and  our  rivers  and  brooks 


\ 


I.  p.  495.  England,  fays  he,  is  become  the  feat  of  liberty, 
plenty  and  letters,  flourifhing  in  all  arts  and  refinements  of 
civil  life,  yet  running  perhaps  the  fame  courfe  which  Rome 
itfelf  had  run  before  it :  from  virtuous  induftry  to  wealth ; 
from  wealth  to  luxury ;  from  luxury  to  an  impatience  of  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  corruption  of  manners  :  till  by  a  total  degeneracy 
and  lofs  of  virtue,  being  grown  ripe  for  deitrudlion,  it  falls  a 
prey  at  lait  to  fome  hardy  oppreffor  :  and  with  the  lofs  of 
liberty,  lofing  every  thing  elfe  that  is  valuable,  it  finks  gra¬ 
dually  again  into  it’s  original  barbarifm. 

[q]  From  the  befl  enquiries  I  can  make,  I 'find  that  nine 
acres  of  good  arable  land  is  enough  for  any  family  for  all  forts 
of  corn  :  three  of  which  may  be  fovved  one  year  with  wheat, 
and  then  lie  fallow  for  one  year,  and  on  the  third  year  be 
fowed  with  barley,  oats  or  peafe  for  their  horfes,  hogs  and 
poultry.  One  acre  together  with  their  hedges,  would  be 
fufficient  for  timber,  and  underwood  for  firing,  if  they  fhould 
have  no  coal,  peat  or  turf.  The  houfe,  yard,  barns  and  Fable, 
might  take  up  one  acre  more  :  and  two  acres  of  garden  ground 
would  be  enough  for  all  forts  of  fruit,  herbs  and  roots.  And 
the  remaining  land  would  afford  fufficient  paliure  for  two  or 
three  cows,  as  many  horfes,  and  twenty  fheep,  which  feems 
to  be  as  much  cattle  as  a  Ceffarean  would  defire.  And  if  their 
garden  was  too  fmall,  they  might  plant  fome  fruit  trees  for  an 

orchard  at  proper  dillances  in  their  fields. - The  truftees  of 

the  colony  of  Georgia  gave  every  man  fifty  acres,  without  any 
regard  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  ground  :  of  which  they  were 
allowed  a  little  fpot  of  fixty  feet  in  front,  and  ninety  feet  in 
depth  in  a  town,  and  the  reft  in  the  country.  See  Moore's 

Voyage  to  Georgia ,  p.  7. 
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are  full  of  fifli.  Our  gardens  and  orchards  fupply 
us  with  moft  of  the  fruits,  herbs,  pulfe  and  roots 
which  grow  in  Europe,  befides  thofe  which  are 
the  natives  of  this  country  :  and  in  the  fummer 
we  dry  many  of  our  figs,  grapes,  and  other  fruits 
for  our  winter  {lores.  Our  bees  alfo  give  us 
abundance  of  honey-,  and  we  have  fuch  plenty 
of  chefnuts,  that  we  feed  our  hogs  with  them, 
which  makes  their  flefh  very  good,  firm  and 
wholefonje. 

We  drink  no  diftilled  fpirits,  except  in  cafes  of 
ficknefs :  and  but  fejdom  wine,  beer  or 
fuch  fermented  liquors  :  and  bring  up  our  chil¬ 
dren  to  water  only.  It  is  to  this  abftinence  that 
we  attribute  in  a  great  meafure  our  robuft  and 
healthy  conftitutions,  and  the  calm,  free,  and  un- 
difturbed  exercife  of  our  rational  powers  [r], 

l 

0]  My  author  agrees  here  with  Sydenham ,  who  obferves 
that  water  is  at  this  time,  the  common  drink  of  the  greateft  part 
of  mankind  :  who  are  happier  in  their  poverty,  than  we  are 
with  all  our  luxury  and  abundance.  This  is  confirmed  by  the 
many  difeaies,  with  which  we  are  afRi&ed  on  this  account : 
befides  the  injury  done  to  the  mind  by  volatilizing  it  too  much, 
and  fuggefting  vain  and  idle  thoughts  inftead  of  folid  reafonina3  * 
and  thus  rendring  us  drolls  and  buffoons  inffcad  of  wife  men. 

See  the  third  Edition,  p.  49 2. - And  hiffory  univerfally  affures 

us,  that  all  thofe  nations,  who  ufe  only  water  for  their  confiant 
drink,  are  remarkable  for  their  health,  ffrength  of  body,  and 
long  life.  And  Kolhen  obferves,  that  fuch  of  the  Hottentots  as 
drink  no  wine  nor  ffrong  bquors  live  very  long,  and  are  liable 
to  few  diffempers :  whereas  thofe  who  drink  flrong  liquors. 
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Nor  do  we  want  grateful  teas,  which  we  make 
of  the  wholefome  herbs,  that  grow  among  us  or 
on  the  neighbouring  mountains,  which  recruit 
our  ftrength  and  revive  our  fpirits,  without  in¬ 
toxicating  the  head.  We  are  alfo  lovers  of  milk* 
and  have  plenty  of  it :  and  I  dont  doubt  but  you 
will  readily  recoiled  the  excellent  charader, 
which  Homer  gives  the  ancient  Scythians,  when 
he  calls  them  Milk  eater  j,  the  mofi  juft  .of  men , 
becaufe  they  had  few  wants,  and  were fomented 
with  a  plain  and  fimple  diet  [j]. 

Our  chief  employment  confifts  in  gardening 
and  hufbandry,  and  looking  after  our  flocks  and 
cattle:  an  employment  the  mod  innocent  and 
ufeful,  nay  even  the  moll  indifpenfable  of  all : 
and  which  alone  affords  an  abundant  fupply  for 


Ihorten  their  day$,  and  are  affli&ed  with  difeafes  before  un¬ 
known  to  them.  See  his  prefent  fiate  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 9 

Vol.  I .  p.  48. - Such  alfo  was  the  happy  {late  of  the  Indians 

on  the  continent  of  North  America,  till  the  Europeans  intro¬ 
duced  fpirituous  liquors  among  them, which  have  almoft  deftroyed 
feveral  of  thofe  nations :  though  they  have  often  complained 
to  our  Englilh  governors,  and  intreated  them  that  no  fucli 
liquors  fhould  be  permitted  to  be  fent  to  them.  But  to  no 
purpofe,  for  the  ruin  and  deftru&ion  of  thou  lands  is  little  re¬ 
garded  by  wicked  and  avaritious  men,  if  they  can  gain  any¬ 
thing  by  it, - See  alfo  Douglafs  fiate  of  the  Britijh  fettkments, 

in  North  America,  Vol .  II.  p.  1 1  8. 

[j]  Homer’s  Iliad .  B.  XIII.  line  Bochart  apprehends  that 
the  people  here  referred  to  were  the  ancient  Scythians  who  in¬ 
habited  the  places  near  the  Euxine  fea.  See  his  Phaleg ,  p.  1 97. 
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the  life  and  happinefs  of  every  one  [7J.  And 
fome  of  our  leifure  hours  we  fpend  in  feveraf 
mechanical  trades,  inch  as  thole  of  carpenters, 
turners,  and  the  like,  in  which  many  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  are  great  proficients  :  and  the  reft  of  our 
time  we  devote  to  the  improvement  of  our  chil¬ 
dren,  and  of  our  own  minds.  The  women  take 
care  of  the  houfehold  affairs,  and  the  dairy  and 
poultry,  and  fpin  the  cotton,  flax,  and  wool. 
And  every  child  is  enured  to  labour,  fuitable  to 
it’s  age  and  ftrength,  for  none  are  permitted  to 
be  idle. 

But  don’t  miflake  me,  as  if  we  were  con* 
tinually  employed  in  a  courfe  of  labour  and 

[/]  Roll  in  jultly  obferves,  that  no  trade  can  be  compared 
to  agriculture,  upon  which  life  itfelf  depends ;  and  which  only 
the  depravity  of  our  manners  can  render  contemptible.  Though 
gold  and  filver  fhould  be  deftroyed,  "though  diamonds  and 
pearls  fhould  remain  hid  in  the  earth  and  fea,  though  commerce 
with  other  nations  fhould  be  prohibited,  though  all  the  arts 
which  have  no  other  objeft  than  embellifhment  and  fplendor 
fnould  be  abolifhed  ;  yet  gardening  and  agriculture  with  a  few 
other  neceffary  trades  would  furnifh  us  with  all  thofe  things, 
which  are  needful  for  the  fubfiflence,  the  welfare  and  happinefs 
of  mankind.  In  ancient  times  they  were  in  the  higheft  efteem  ; 
and  among  the  Aflyrians  and  Perfians,  thofe  governors  were  re¬ 
warded,  in  whofe  jurifdi&ion  the  lands  were  well  cultivated, 
and.  thofe  were  punifhed,  who  negle&ed  this  part  -of  their  duty. 
And  at  Rome  for  feveral  ages,  the  fenators  cultivated  their 
grounds  with  their  own  hands,  and  their  confuls  and  di&ators 
were  fometimes  taken  from  following  the  plough.  See  his  An¬ 
cient  IHJIory ,  Vol.  X.  on  agriculture . 

drudgery ; 
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drudgery  :  no,  there  is  no  neceffity  for  this,  for  the 
neceiiaries  and  conveniencies  of  life  are  eafily  pro¬ 
cured  [«].  This  will  appear  at  once  obvious  to  you, 
if  you  confiderhow  great  apart  of  mankind  ifi  other 
countries  live  indolent  lives  :  for  not  to  mention 
the  nobility,  gentry,  and  ladies  ;  what  numbers 

\u]  The  character  which  Salmon  gives  the  inhabitants  ofSt„ 
Helena,  as  he  found  them  to  be  in  1701 ,  feems  to  refemble  in 
fome  particulars  that  of  the  CefFares.  But  as  there  are  three  or 
four  hundred  foldiers  generally  refiding  in  that  iflahd,  and  thd 
Eaft  India  fhips  frequently  touch  there,  their  virtue  and  inno- 
cency  mult  be  greatly  corrupted. — —They  were,  fays  Salmon^ 
of  a  frefh  ruddy  complexion  and  rob u ft  conftitutions,  employ¬ 
ing  themfelves  in  the  healthy  exercifes  of  gardening  and  hufban- 
dly  :  and  feemed  to  me  to  be  the  moil:  honeft,  inoffenfive,  and 
hofpitable  people  I  had  met  with.  I  afked  fome  of  them* 
if  they  had  no  curiofity  to  fee  the  reft  of  the  world,  of  which 
they  had  heard  fo  many  fine  things  :  and  how  they  could  be 
contented  to  confine  themfelves  to  an  ifland  fcarce  twenty-one 
miles  round,  and  feparated  from  the  reft  of  mankind  ? — To 
which  they  anfwered,  that  they  enjoyed  all  the  neceflaries  of 
life  in  great  plenty,  that  they  were  neither  parched  with  ex- 
ceflive  heat,  nor  pinched  with  cold  ;  that  they  lived  in  perfect 
fecurity,  in  no  danger  from  enemies,  robbers  or  wild  beafts ; 
had  no  rigorous  feafons,  and  were  happy  in  a  continual  courfe 
of  good  health.— That  as  there  were  no  rich  men  among  them  ; 
fcarce  any  one  being  worth  more  than  a  thoufand  dollars  (or 
225  pounds  fterling)  :  fo  there  were  no  poor  in  the  ifland,  no 
inan  hardly  being  worth  lefs  than  400  dollars  (Or  90  pounds) : 
and  that  no  one  was  obliged  to  more  labour,  than  was  neceflary 

to  keep  him  in  health. - That  if  they  fhould  tranfport  them- 

/ 

felves  to  any  other  country,  they  underftood  that  their  final! 
fortunes  would  fcarce  preferve  them  from  want  :  befides  which 
they  would  be  expofed  to  innumerable  hazards  and  hardfhips, 
which  they  knew  nothing  of,  but  from  the  report  of  their 
countrymen. 

H  4 
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of  tradefmen  and  artificers  are  there,  whofe 
whole  employments  contribute  to  nothing  but 
luxury  and  pleafure,  or  to  promote  the  'gran¬ 
deur,  fplendor,  and  pride  of  life.  Add  to  thefe, 
the  military  part  of  the  nation  j  with  the  floth- 
ful  and  debauched,  who  wafte  their  time  in  ta¬ 
verns,  alehoufes,  in  trifling  diverfions  and  amule- 
ments  [x].  From  whence  it  plainly  appears, 
that  the  number  of  thofe,  by  whofe  labour  and 
induflry  all  the  neceflaries  and  real  convenien- 
cies  of  life  for  the  whole  nation  are  obtained, 
is  much  lefs  than  you  could  at  firft  imagine. 

o 

\ 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  give  me  leave 
to  obferve  that  fuch  is  our  happy  ftate,  that, 
during  the  whole  time  we  have  now  lived  toge¬ 
ther  in  this  country,  our  harmony  and  union 
have  not  been  interrupted  by  any  broils  or  civil 
difienfions.  This  domefhc  peace  is  to  be  ai- 
cribed  (under  God)  to  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
tempers  of  thofe  penons,  whom  we  made  choice 
of  to  take  with  us  :  together  with  the  wifdom  of 
our  laws,  the  mildneis  of  the  government,  the 

[a]  Had  my  author  been  an  Englishman,  he  would  have 
added  the  gypfies  and  beggars,  who  to  the  great  fcandal  of  our 
*  government  are  very  numerous.  Whereas  no  beggars  are  to¬ 
lerated  at  Geneva,  fee  Keyfler ,  VoL  I.  ^.387.  And  the  king 
of  Sardinia  will  fuffer  no  beggar  to  live  in  his  territories  by  the 
fvveat  of  another’s  brow;  nay  it  has  been  made  penal  at  Turin, 
to  relieve  a  ^rolling  beggar.  See  Bijhop  Berkeley's  Mifcellanies, 
t*  I07' 

**  .  prudent 
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prudent  conduct  of  our  governor  and  magi- 
ftrates,  and  that  concord  and  unanimity  which 
have  hitherto  fubfifted  among  them  [jy]. 

Here  poverty  and  want  are  unknown,  as 
every  one  enjoys  an  equal  fhare  of  land  with  his 
neighbours  :  and  the  public  flock  is  obliged  to 
relieve  thofe  who  meet  with  any  misfortune* 
Covetoufnefs,  with  all  thofe  paffions  which  arife 
from  it,  and  often  prove  fo  deflrudtive  to  others, 
is  banifhed  from  a  country,  where  no  one 
can  engrofs  eftates,  and  heap  up  riches.  'V  ice 
and  idlenefs  are  carefully  difcouraged;  virtue 
and  induftry  are  made  fafhionable,  and  ge- 

[j>]  There  is  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  1750  a 
letter  from  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  dated  December  7,  1749* 
which  gives  the  following  inflru&ive  account  of  the  good  effects 
of  a  wife  and  prudent  conduit  in  governor  Cornwallis,  who 
landed  there  June  21,  1749,  with  2000  perfons,  being  the 

firft  fettlers  in  that  place. - Who  were  at  firfl  (fays  this  letter), 

tumultuous  and  refractory,  full  of  difcontents  and  murmuritogs, 
capricious  in  demanding  favours,  not  long  fatisfied  with  them, 
and  often  abufing  them  by  a  reftlefs  importunity  for  more :  yet 
in  a  few  months,  by  his  prudent  management  and  proper  gene¬ 
rality,  by  his  condefcenfion,  candour,  and  affability,  he  has  turn¬ 
ed  a  mad  tumultuous  rabble  into  a  tradable  and  quiet  people : 
who  now  work  with  ten  times  the  alacrity  they  did  at  firft,  and 
are  become  patient  under  difappointments :  and  when  they  are 
denied  any  thing,  they  conclude  their  petition  to  have  been 
vmreafonable,  from  a  firm  perfwafion  that  their  governor  has 
their  true  interefl  at  heart,  and  that  they  cannot  afk  any  thing, 
with  reafon,  but  what  he  grants  with  pleafure. 

nerofity 
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neroficy  and  probity  are  the  only  fteps  to  honour 
among  us  [Vj. 

O  happy  Fate!  founded  upon  and  condu&ed 
by  the  principles  of  reafon,  goodnefs,  and  equity. 
Where  the  equal  divifion  of  the  land,  and  the 
moderate  quantity  allowed  every  one,  without 
any  foreign  commerce,  reftrain  pride,  ambition, 
and  luxury,  and  eftablifh  temperance  and  in- 
duftry  :  while  every  one  is  contented  and  chear- 
ful,  crowned  with  liberty  and  plenty,  pofieffing 
all  the  bleffings  of  a  calm  country  life,  and 
peaceably  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  own 
labour. 

[*]  A  NOBLE  writer  in  his  Dialogues  of  the  Dead ,  p.  21, 
juftly  obferves,  that  to  watch  over  the  morals  of  a  people,  and 
to  difcourage  whatever  may  taint  or  corrupt  them,  is  one  of 
the  principal  objefts  of  a  wife  legiftature.  And  certainly  (fays 
lie)  that  is  the  happieft  country,  which  has  moll  virtue  in  it* 
and  to  the  eye  of  right  reafon,  the  pooreft  Swifs  Canton  is  a 
much  more  noble  date  than  even  the  kingdom  of  France,  if  it 
has  more  liberty,  better  morals,  a  more  fettled  tranquillity,  more 
moderation  in  profperity,  and  more  hrmnefs  in  danger.— Such 
feems  to  be  the  happy  date  of  the  Pholevs  in  Africa,  who  are 
of  fo  good  and  quiet  a  difpofttion,  and  fo  well  inftru&ed  in 
what  is  juft  and  right,  that  a  man  who  does  ill,  is  the  abomina-7 
tion  of  the  whole  nation.  And  their  chiefs  rule  with  fo  much 
moderation,  that  every  a  &  of  government  feems  rather  an  aft 
°f  the  PeoP!e  than  of  their  governors.  They  are  very  indu- 
ftrious  and  frugal,  of  great  humanity,  very  rarely  angry,  but 
mild  ;  and  yet  brave  and  courageous  :  and  drink  nothing 
Wronger  than  water 4  See  Moor's  travels  into  Africa,  p.  30,  32, 
33  and  39* 
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O  happy  people !  how  propitionfly  has  a 
kind  providence  crowned  all  your  toils  and  diffi¬ 
culties.  You  are  now  a  flourifhing  colony,  in 
the  quiet  and  undifturbed  pofleffion  ot  a  country 
fpacious  and  fertile,  which  by  eafy  labour  and 
due  cultivation  yields  you  every  thing,  that  is 
neceflfary  to  render  life  agreeable  and  comforta¬ 
ble  :  free  from  the  difquieting  fears  and  dread 
of  poverty,  the  pride  and  infolence  of  imperious 
power,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  mercilefs  and 
cruel  oppreflor.  And  it  ever  we  fhould  be 
known  to  the  world,  let  us  be  known  as  a  wife 
and  a  brave  nation,  the  contemners  of  riches,  tne 
avowed  enemies  to  luxury,  the  dread  of  tyrants, 
and  the  guardians  and  prefervers  of  liberty. 
A  people  active,  ftrong  and  healthy,  enur’d  to 
labour,  plain  in  our  drefs,  our  houfes  and  furni¬ 
ture,  temperate  in  our  diet,  and  of  great  fimpli- 
city  of  life  and  manners  :  a  people,  whole  ruling 
principles  are  piety  and  gratitude  to  God,  an 
ardent  love  of  our  country,  and  a  fincere  regard 
for  the  public  good;  principles,  which  mu  if  al¬ 
ways  influence  us  to  every  noble  and  worthy  pur- 
fui  t. 

Excuse,  my  dear  friend,  the  warmtn  of  an 
old  man,  glowing  with  love  for  a  people,  with 
whom  he  has  [hared  a  courfe  of  difficulties,  and 
in  whofe  welfare  he  is  deeply  intereffed.  Who  is 


now 


\ 


10$  A  C  C  0  U  N  T7  O  F  Lett.  VIII. 

now  fully  rewarded  by  the  pleafure  and  fatis- 
faftion  he  feels,  in  finding  that  our  generous  and 
difinterefted  fcheme  and  well-defigned  endea¬ 
vours  have  proved  (with  thebleffing  of  God;  fo 
greatly  fucceisful,  even  far  beyond  our  moft  fan- 
guine  hopes  and  flattering  expectations. 


I  am,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER  IX. 

Early  marriages  encouraged  among  them ,  by  giving 
an  ejlate  to  every  perfon  on  his  marriage .  ! Their 

friends  and  relations  ajfijl  them  to  build  their  houfe , 
and  plant  and  Jlock  their  farm.  They  are  likely  to 
double  their  numbers  eveiy  twenty-five  years. 
"The  children  are  infinite ed  in  feveral  arts  and 
fciences :  in  which  the  learned  terms  of  art  are 
thrown  afide ,  and  eafy  ones  fubfiituted  in  their 
fie  ad.  <The  advantage  of  the  fumptuary  laws . 
*The  fons  of  the  governor  are  educated  under  the 
infpeblion  of  the  fenate ,  and  why  ?  The  children 
are  taught  to  fing  pfalms  and  moral  fongs.  The 
people  ajfemble  four  times  in  a  year  at  Salem . 
"The  particular  form  of  public  worfhip .  Ehe  con - 
clujion . 

Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  already  told  you,  that  we  allow 
of  no  trade  or  correfpondence  to  be  carried 
on  with  the  Spaniards  in  Chili :  on  which  ac¬ 
count  we  have  but  lately  heard,  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Indians,  of  the  truce  which  was  con¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  in  1609  for  twelve  years,  between  Spain 
and  the  Seven  United  Provinces.  This  truce 
being  not  yet  expired,  gives  me  great  hopes, 
that  my  letters  will  be  fafely  conveyed  to  you : 
I  fhal!  therefore  haften  to  finifli  them,  and  fhall 
intruft  them  to  an  Indian,  who  is  going  to  Bal- 
divia,  and  has  promifed  to  deliver  them  to  the 
captain  of  the  firrt  fhip,  that  lets  fail  from  thence 
for  Spain,  and  to  engage  him  faithfully  to  fend 
them  from  thence  by  a  Dutch  Ihip  to  Amfler- 
dam. 

,  /  '  ■ 

Early  marriages  are  encouraged  among  us, 
not  only  becaufe  the  ftrength  and  power  of  a 
iiate  confifts  in  the  number  of  it’s  inhabitants  : 
but  alfo  becaufe  fuch  marriages  are  the  beft 
means  of  preferving  Jobriety  and  virtue,  and 
preventing  vice  and  debauchery  [a~].  Every 


[a~\  Since  God  has  implanted  the  defire  of  marriage  in 
young  perfons  of  bothfexes,  to  anfw.er  the  wife  ends  of  continu¬ 
ing  the  human  race,  of  loving  and  mutually  afiiling  one  an¬ 
other,  and  of  educating  their  children  in  a  fober  and  virtuous 
courfe :  whatever  prevents  fuch  early  marriages  as  nature  dic¬ 
tates,  is  one  great  caufe  of  that  corruption  of  manners,  and  of 
thofe  vicious  courfes,  which  our  young  people  fall  into.  And 
if  we  examine  the  manners  of  the  Englifh  nation,  we  fhall  eafily 
fee,  that  it  is  the  extravagance  of  the  prefent  age,  the  detrac¬ 
tive  love  and  purfuit  ofpleafure,  and  the  polite  education  which 
we  give  our  children,  that  prevent  our  young  people  from 
marrying  :  as  they  are  unable  to  live  in  that  elegant  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  brought  up,  and  to  bear  the  expences 
which  attend  the  married  Hate,  fince  every  one,  when  fingle, 
wants  to  make  a  fhevv  above  what  he  can  really  afford.  If  fo, 
i  "  oae 
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one  is  therefore  entitled  on  his  marriage  to  an 
eftate  equal  to  his  neighbours,  and  fufficient  to 
maintain  himfelf  and  family.  But  you  will  aik 
how  a  young  couple,  having  no  houfe  or  barns 
&c.  ready  built  on  their  land,  no  cattle,  or  com 
nor  proper  inftruments  for  hufbandry,  will  be 
able  to  undertake  the  cultivation  of  fuch  an 
eftate  ?  But  this  objection  will  loon  ceafe,  when 
I  inform  you  that  it  is  a  conftant  cuftom  among 
us,  for  the  young  men  to  employ  themfelves  for 
a  year  or  two  before  they  marry,  and  mutually 
to  aftift  one  another  in  framing  houfes,  in  making 
proper  houfehold  goods  and  furniture  for  them, 
and  alfo  the  neceflary  implements  for  hufban* 
dry  And  when  any  marriage  is  concluded 

what  fober  man  would  venture  to  marry  a  woman,  who  has 
been  educated  in  a  polite  and  genteel  manner  above  her  cir- 
cumftances  ?  as  it  mull  be  a  conftant  fource  of  uneafmefs  to  a 
hufband,  to  find  his  wife  difcontented  with  that  ftate  of  life, 
which  their  fortune  or  trade  will  but  juft  fupport.  Befides, 
fuch  women  being  early  initiated  into  pleafure,  and  attached  to 
the  frequent  change  of  fafhions,  the  glitter  of  finery  and  the 
folly  and  extravagance  of  drefs  and  fhew ;  what  fortune  will  be 
fufficient  to  gratify  their  enlarged  defires  ?  Having  their  minds 
uncultivated,  what  wretched  companions  muft  they  make  ;  and 
how  deftru£tive  muft  their  manner  of  life  be  to  all  conjugal  feli¬ 
city,  and  to  every  rational  and  domeftic  virtue  ? 

[£]  Thus  the  Peafants  in  Norway,  as  Bifhop  Pontoppidan 
tells  us,  are  dextrous  and  ingenious,  never  employing  any  hatters, 
fhoemakers,  taylors,  tanners,  weavers,  carpenters,  fniiths  or 
joyners,  nor  do  they  buy  any  goods  in  the  towns  ;  but  all  thefe 
trades  are  exercifed  at  every  farm-houfe  :  and  they  think  a  boy 
can  never  be  an  ufeful  member  of  fociety,  nor  a  valuable  man, 

upon, 
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upon,  and  the  parties  are  contracted  to  each 
other  *,  upon  their  application  to  the  lenate. 


without  making  himfelf  (in  fome  degree)  a  mailer  of  all  thefe 
trades.  And  he  adds,  that  the  Swediih  Peafants  do  the  fame. 
See  his  natural  htjlory  of  Norway,  p.  24^. — —  Mr,  Roujfeau  alfo 
in  his  Letter  to  Z)’  Alembert  againft  evening  a  Theatre  at  Gene - 
wa,  tells  us  of  a  people  near  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland,  who 
dwell  on  a  mountain  which  is  covered  with  habitations,  each  of 
which  is  built  in  the  middle  of  the  lands  of  the  owner,  and 
affords  the  numerous  inhabitants  the  tranquillity  of  retirement, 
with  the  fweets  of  fociety.  Thefe  happy  people  live  free  from 
taxes,  impofls  and  oppreffions,  cultivate  their  own  lands  with 
all  poffible  care,  and  employ  their  leifure  hours  in  many  handi¬ 
craft  trades.  When  the  deep  fnows  in  the  winter  prevent 
them  from  going  abroad,  every  man  fhuts  himfelf  up  with  his 
numerous  family  in  a  neat  wocden  houfe  of  his  own  building, 
where  he  employs  himfelf  in  ufeful  and  amufing  exercifes, 
which  prevent  his  being  tired  with  his  folitude,  and  prefer ve  his 
health.  No  carpenter,  lock-fmith,  glazier  or  turner  ever  en¬ 
ters  their  country,  for  they  all  work  at  thofe  trades  themfelves. 
They  make  a  variety  of  different  things  in  heel,  wood,  or  pafte- 
board,  which  they  fell  to  foreigners ;  fome  of  which  are  fentas 
far  as  Paris,  and,  among  the  reft,  fome  wooden  clocks :  they 
alfo  make  fome  of  metal,  and  they  even  carry  their  ingenuity 
fo  far  as  to  make  watches.  But  what  feems  almoft  incredible, 
is  that  every  man  underftands  all  the  different  branches,  into 
which  the  watch-maker’s  bufincfs  is  divided,  and  makes  the 
feveral  tools  himfelf ;  fo  that  you  would  take  his  room  to  be 
the  fhop  of  a  mechanic,  or  the  clofet  of  fome  experimental 
Philofopher.  They  alfo  make  cranes,  fpe&acles,  pumps,  baro¬ 
meters,  camera-obfc ura’s,  &c  :  they  underftand  fomething  of 
defigning,  and  know  how  to  paint.  Their  chief  amufement  is 
to  fing  Pfalms  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  it  is  amazing 
to  hear  their  ftrong  and  nervous  harmony.  They  have  alfo  ufe¬ 
ful  books,  and  are  tolerably  well  inftru&ed,  and  reafon  fen- 
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leave  is  given  them  to  chufe  their  eftate,  and 
then  their  parents,  friends  and  relations  ailift 
them  to  ereft  their  houfe  and  other  neceffary 
buildings,  to  plant  their  garden  and  orchard, 
and  inclole  their  fields.  They  alfo  prefent  them 
with  corn  and  other  neceflary  food,  with  all  forts 
of  poultry,  and  cattle  fufficient  to  ftock  their 
little  farm  [c].  This  is  fuch  an  inducement  to 
matrimony*  that  an  old  batchelor  or  maid  is 
fcarce  known  among  us:  and  as  early  marriages 
produce  a  greater  number  of  children  than  later 
ones,  they  make  our  colony  increafe  lb  fall,  that, 
by  the  belt  computation  we  can  form,  we  reckon 
we  fhall  double  our  numbers  in  about  twenty- 
five  years  [d].  Neverthelefs  we  are  under  no 

fibly  upon  molt  fubjedls ;  and  treated  Mr,  Rondeau  with  great 
hofpitality. 

[r]  Thus  when  any  of  the  Indians  at  the  Ilthmus  of  Darien  in 
America,  marries  his  daughter,  he  invites  all  his  neighbours  to 
a  fead.  The  men  who  come  to  the  wedding,  bring  their  axes 
with  them  ;  the  women  bring  Indian  corn ;  the  boys  fruits 
and  roots,  and  the  girls,  fowls  and  eggs,  for  none  come  empty 
Landed.  As  foon  as  the  marriage  ceremony  is  over,  the  men 
take  up  their  axes,  and  go  to  the  woods,  where  a  fpot  is  fixed 
upon  for  the  reddence  of  the  young  couple.  There  they  fall  to 
work,  cutting  down  the  woods,  and  clearing  the  ground  ;  and 
as  fad  as  they  clear  it,  the  women  and  children  plant  it  with 
corn,  or  whatever  elfe  is  fuitable  at  that  feafon.  They  alfo 
build  a  little  hut  for  the  new  married  couple  to  dwell  in;  and 
thus  continue  about  feven  days,  working  with  the  greated  vi¬ 
gour  and  alacrity  imaginable,  See  Wafers  •voyage,  p.  164, 

i65- 

[a]  This  great  increafe  of  the  Ce/Tares  is  confirmed  by  what 
a  learned  and  ingenious  gentleman  allures  us  to  be  the  cafe  in 

I  apprehenftons 
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apprehenfions  of  being  too  numerous  ,  becaufe 
the  uninhabited  trad  of  land  all  around  us  is  fo 
large,  as  to  require  fome  centuries  before  it  can 
oc  fully  peopled.  And  our  children,  who  are 
generally  numerous,  are  fo  far  from  being  a  bur¬ 
den  to  us,  that  on  the  contrary  they  are  the 
gieateft  blefllngs,  chearfully  afiifting  us  (as  far  as 
they  can)  in  our  employments,  being  brought 
up  from  their  infancy  to  diligence  and  induftry, 

^  colonies  on  the  continent  of  North  America  * 
where  it  being  eafy  to  obtain  land  (which  with  moderate  la¬ 
bour  will  afford  a  good  fubiiftence)  people  marry  more  early  in 
life ;  from  whence  arifes  a  numerous  ofF-fpring,  about  eight, 
children  upon  an  average  fpringing  from  every  marriage,  and 
confequently  there  is  a  quick  peopling  of  thofe  countries. 
And  their  common  rate  of  increafe,  where  they  are  not  mo* 
kfted  by  enemies,  is  doubling  their  numbers  every  twenty- five 
years,  exclufive  of  the  acceiTion  of  foreigners,  See  the  Interejl 
of  Great  Britain  confidered  with  regard  to  her  Colonies ,  id  Edition , 

p-  23,  36  and  5  u - Early  marriages  feem  alfo  to  prevail  in 

Switzerland,  for  Stanyan  fays,  that  one  generally  finds  there 
nine  or  ten  children  in  a  family,  and  fometimes  double  that' 
number.  See  his  Account  of  Switzerland,  p.  143,  144.. — The 
greatefl  number  of  legitimate  children  which  I  have  yet  heard 
of,  begotten  by  one  man,  is  expreffed  in  the  following  epitaph 
in  Heydon  church  yard  in  ^orkfhire.  Here  lies  William  Star- 
ton  of  Patrington  who  died  in  1726.  He  had  by  his  firft  wife 
wen ty-f even  children,  and  by  his  fecond  feventeen,  in  all 
forty  four, — At  Conway  alio  in  Carnarvonfhire  is  this  epitaph  : 
Here  lies  the  body  of  Nicholas  Hookes,  of  Conway,  gentleman, 
who  was  the  forty  firfi  child  of  his  father  Wi  lliam  Hookes  Efq; 
by  Alice  his  wife ;  and  was  himfelf  the  father  of  twenty- level* 
children:  he  died  March  20,  \6 37. 
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and  to  fuch  labour  or  bufinefs,  as  is  fuitable  to 
their  age  and  fex  |YJ. 

Ok 

In  our  chief  town,  we  have  a  public  library, 
a  collection  of  natural  curiofities,  and  models  for 
making  every  ufeful  implement  and  machine. 
In  our  public  fchools,  the  children  are  taught 
fome  parts  of  the  mathematics,  becaufe  they 
tend  to  make  a  man  perform  mechanical  works 
much  more  perfectly  than  he  can  do  without 
them.  We  alfo  give  them  fome  knowlege  of 
hiftory,  chronology,  geography,  philofophy,  and 
aflronomy  :  fciences  which  enlarge  the  powers 
of  the  mind,  enoble  it’s  views,  and  bring  it  to 
acquire  ajultnefs  and  loftinefs  of  fentiment,  and 
•which,  from  the  contemplation  of  the  beauty, 
order  and  harmony  which  are  diffufed  through 
the  univerfe,  lead  us  by  degrees  to  the  one  fu- 
preme,  infinite,  uncreated  Caufe  of  all  things, 
the  author  of  all  excellence,  and  the  center  of  all 
perfection.  In  meditating  on  whofe  wifdom, 
greatnefs  and  goodnefs,  the  human  mind  is  loft 
in  wonder,  and  over-whelmed  in  tranfports  or 
gratitude,  efteem  and  adoration.  But  I  mult 

[f]  It  is  well  known,  that  in  fome  parts  ot  Germany,  the 
children  are  brought  up  to  make  toys  and  feveral  other  things 
at  thofe  ages,  when  the  children  in  England  are  good  for  nothing 
but  to  break  them.  And  Biihop  Berkeley  fays,  that  in  Hol¬ 
land  a  child  of  five  year’s  of  age  is  often  maintained  by  its  own 
labour.  See  hit  Mi/ceUania,  f.  102  and  160. 

I  1  obferve. 
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oblerve,  that  in  all  thefe  fciences,  we  have 
thrown  afide  the  learned  terms  of  art,  and  have 
introduced  fuch  new  ones,  as  are  eafy  and  on  a 
level  with  the  capacities  of  our  children  [/]. 

Thus  they  are  brought  up  to  be  fober  and 
modeft,  enured  to  labour  and  induftry,  and  in- 
ftrufted  in  every  branch  of  ufeful  knowlege, 
and  are  not  educated  in  a  ftate  of  foftnefs  and 
indolence,  of  levity 'and  folly.  And  as  our  laws 
enjoin  a  great  fimplicity  and  plainnefs  both  in 
furniture  and  apparel,  our  women  are  deprived 
of  thofe  vain  and  empty  toys,  and  trifling  orna¬ 
ments,  which  engrofs  the  attention  of  the  female 
fex  in  other  countries,  and  employ  the  greateft 
part  of  their  time,  as  they  unhappily  look  upon 
a  Ihewy  and  gaudy  drefs,  and  fine  furniture,  to 
be  efiential  to  their  happinefs,  meerly  from  a 
bad  education,  and  an  ignorance  of  what  is  truly 
valuable.  Whereas  our  young  women  are 

[/]  This  is  an  excellent  method*  which  I  wifh  was  introduced 
among  us :  for  if  we  really  delire  that  young  perfons  fhould  take 
a  delight  and  improve  in  fuch  lludies,  we  ought  to  employ  the 
moll  eafy  and  familiar  terms.  My  author  thought  that  even 
the  Dutch  were  deficient  in  this  particular;  and  yet  they  are 
remarkable  for  having  tranflated  many  of  the  Greek  terms  of 

art  into  their  own  language. - And  why  might  not  a  Telefcope 

from  fary  and  czcmw  to  ‘view,  be  alfo  called  by  us  a  far 
‘viewer:  would  it  not  convey  at  once  a  more  clear  idea  of  the  ul£ 
and  nalure  of  this  inftrument  to  young  perfons,  than  if  we  ufed 
a  learned  term  taken  from  the  Greeks,  Romans,  Egyptians  or 
Chinefe 

trained 
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trained  up  to  be  loving,  frugal  and  induftrious 
wives,  and  good  mothers :  and  our  young  men 
to  be  diligent  in  their  employments,  kind  huf- 
bands,  and  prudent  fathers :  by  which  means 
our  marriages  are  crowned  with  domeftic  peace, 
endearing  comfort,  and  heart-felt  happinefs. 

There  is  one  particular  I  ought  not  to  omit, 
which  is,  that  as  we  confider  all  the  children  in 
general  to  belong  to  the  whole  community,  and 
therefore  their  education  is  conducted  under  the 
public  eye :  fo  in  a  more  particular  manner  the 
fons  of  the  governor  are  placed  under  the 
infpe&ion  of  the  fenate.  For  hiftofy  and  long 
experience  fhew  that  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs 
which  engages  the  attention  of  the  father,  and 
the  too  great  fondnefs  and  affeftion  of  the 

mother,  have  caufed  the  education  of  the  child- 

*  ,  ,  1 

ren  of  even  the  greateft  and  beft  princes  to  be 
Very  defe£tive.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this 
kind  we  have  in  Cambyfes,  the  fon  of  Cyrus 
king  of  Perfia.  Cyrus,  whom  hiftorians  have 
celebrated  as  a  wife,  brave,  and  great  king,  was 
educated  in  the  public  fchools  in  Perfia,  to  which 
he  chiefly  owed  his  moft  fliining  accomplish¬ 
ments.  But  his  fon  Cambyfes,  wrho  was  educa¬ 
ted  under  the  direction  of  the  queen,  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  word  of  princes.  For  fhe  had 
been  brought  up  in  Media,  where  vanity  and 
voluptuoufnefs  reigned  in  the  h.igheft  degree  ; 
and  having  entertained  exalted  ideas  of  gran- 

I  3  '  deur, 
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deur,  luxury  and  magnificence,  and  fuch  extra¬ 
vagant  notions  of  regal  prerogative,  as  are  ut¬ 
terly  inconfiftent  with  the  happinefs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  fire  inftilled  the  fame  into  her  fon.  Hence 
he  became  tyrannical,  cruel  and  opprefilve,  and 
devoted  to  all  kinds  of  excefles.  This  was  the 
ca!e  of  many  other  princes  of  that  empire* 
infomuch  that  Plato  juftly  obferves,  that  one 
£hief  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  the  Perfian  ftate  was 
the  bad  education  of  their  princes  [g]. 


The  fenate  therefore  carefully  examines  into 
the  education,  conduit  and  behaviour  of  the 
governor’s  fons  :  they  are  brought  up  at  the 
public  fchoois  with  the  other  children,  habitua¬ 
ted  to  equal  diligence  and  induftry,  and  inftrudl- 
ted  in  the  principles  of  religion  and  virtue* 
juftice  and  equity,  and  inflexible  honour  and 
probity.  They  are  alfo  obliged  to  ftudy  our 
laws,  to  conform  themfelves  to  them,  and  to 
obey  the  magiflrates  equally  with  the  lowed 
fubjedt.  And  when  they  attain  a  proper  age, 
they  attend  the  public  trials  of  civil  and  crimi¬ 
nal  caufes,  that  they  may  learn  to  judge  rightly, 
and  may  thereby  be  the  fitter  to  govern,  when¬ 
ever  any  one  of  them  {hall  be  called  to  that  im¬ 
portant  cruft. 


ftf]  Plato  de  kg  lib .  3. 
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Before  I  leave  this  fubjeft  of  the  education 
of  our  children,  I  muft  not  negleft  to  acquaint 
you,  that  we  bring  them  up  to  fing  pfalms  and 
fuch  moral  fongs,  as  tend  to  excite  to  piety,  and 
the  performance  of  every  generous  and  worthy 
adlion,  to  encourage  purity  of  heart  and  man¬ 
ners,  and  a  wife  and  regular  courfe  of  life, 
Thefe  are  infinitely  more  ufeful  and  inftruftive 
than  the  amorous,  and  other  trifling  and  foolifli 
fongs,  which  are  too  often  ufed  in  other  coun¬ 
tries.  And  whenever  any  perfon  is  buried,  a 
certain  number  of  thefe  children  walk  before 
the  corpfe,  and  fing  fome  fuitable  hymns. 

We  have  a  meeting,  as  was  before  obferved, 
of  a  great  number  of  our  people  at  the  town  of 
Salem,  on  the  firfl:  Monday  in  January,  April, 
July  and  October,  In  the  morning  we  affem- 
ble  together  at  the  church  to  return  our  grate¬ 
ful  acknowlegements  to  the  fountain  of  all  good 
for  his  bleflings  to  us,  to  intreat  the  continuance 
of  his  favour,  and  befeech  him  to  make  us  a 
happy  and  an  united  people.  When  the  morn¬ 
ing  fervice  (which  is  but  fhort)  is  over,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  fenators  go  to  the  fenate  houfe,  to 
hear  and  determine  all  difputes,  to  attend  to  the 
complaints  of  the  injured,  to  redrefs  their 
grievances,  and  to  punifh  every  criminal  and 
oppreffor.  At  thefe  times  -  alfo  every  in- 
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fpeftor  is  examined  with  regard  to  the  ftate  of 
the  people  under  his  care :  and  every  matter 
arid  miftrefs  of  the  public  fchools,  concerning 
the  behaviour  and  improvement  of  the  children 
under  them.  The  children  alfo  are  brought 
before  the  affembly,  and  examined  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  in  thole  branches  of  knowlege,  in  which 
they  have  been  inftrufted  ;  they  alfo  produce 
famples  of  their  work,  the  boys  in  feveral  forts 
of  handicraft  trades,  and  the  girls  in  fowing, 
knitting  and  fpinning :  and  then  the  governor 
publickly  diftributes  rewards  to  thofe  of  every 
different  age,  who  excell  the  reft.  He  alfo  gives 
rewards  to  fuch  parents,  as  have  been  remark¬ 
ably  diligent  in  inftrufting  their  children,  and 
thereby  have  been  worthy  examples  to  others.  ' 

With  regard  to  the  public  worfhip  of  God; 
though  we  allow  a  free  toleration  to  all  religious 
lefts,  yet  we  have  hitherto  been  fo  happy,  as  to 
unite  together  in  one  lociety.  Several  forms  of 
prayer  have  been  drawn  up  by  our  minifters, 
which  are  fhort  and  rational,  and  chiefly  in  the 
words  of  fcripture,  that  fo  n,o  one  may  have  any 
juft  reafon  to  be  offended.  The  minifter  makes 
ufe  of  one  of  thefe  forms  before  fermon,  and 
afterwards  concludes  the  fervice  with  a  prayer 
of  his  own  compofing ;  by  which  method  we 
have  united  the  advocates  and  oppofers  of  a 
liturgy  But  if  any  church  chufes  to  alter  any 
4  •  of 


Lett.  XI.  THE  CESSARES.  r  21 

of  the  forms,  or  to  omit  them  intirely,  it  is 
always  left  to  the  determination  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  that  church,  to  prevent  all 
impofitionS. 

Thus  have  I  given  you  a  full  anfwer  to  all 
your  enquiries  :  and  I  believe  you  will  not  eafily 
find  a  better  form  of  government,  where  the 
liberty  and  happinefs  of  every  individual  is  more 
carefully  coniulted  j  where  every  tendency  to 
vice  and  licentioufnefs  is  more  effectually  dif- 
couraged  •,  and  where  more  care  is  taken  of  the 
right  education  of  the  children,  upon  which 
the  welfare  of  pollerity  greatly  depends.  What 
alterations  may  hereafter  be  introduced  amono- 
us,  when  the  preient  generation  is  dead  (who 
by  their  having  lived  in  Europe,  are  thereby 
convinced  of  the  great  ufe  and  neceffity  of 
thefe  regulations)  I  cannot  fay.  But  happy 
will  it  be  for  our  children,  if  they  fteadily 
purfue  the  fame  plan,  adhere  to  the  fame  laws, 
and  fuffer  nothing  to  deftroy  that  right  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  heart  and  mind,  and  that  amiable 

fimplicity  of  life  and  manners,  which  at  prefent 
flourifh  among  us. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  fincere  Friend 
and  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

from  the  town  of  Salem.  T  xt 

June  19,1620.  J*  V  ANDEft  ECKU 
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